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By Representative Wles

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to vehicle title certificates;

3 anending s. 319.30, F.S.; redefining the term

4 "total |oss"; providing an effective date.

5

6| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

7

8 Section 1. Paragraph (qgq) is added to subsection (1) of
9| section 319.30, Florida Statutes, and subsection (3) of that
10 | section is anended to read:

11 319.30 Definitions; dismantling, destruction, change
12 | of identity of notor vehicle or nobile hone; salvage.--

13 (1) As used in this section, the term

14 (q) "Total |oss" neans:

15 1. A motor vehicle or nobile honme that has been

16 | danaged, destroyed, w ecked, or subnerged in water, to the

17 | extent that the total estimated or actual cost of parts and
18 | labor to rebuild or reconstruct the vehicle or nobile hone to
19 ]| its pre-accident condition and for |egal operation on the
20 | roads or hi ghways exceeds 75 percent of the retail value prior
21| to such danage, as set forth in a current edition of any
22 | nationally recogni zed conpil ation, including autonmated
23 | dat abases, of retail values. The value of repair parts for
24 | purposes of this subparagraph is to be deternined by using the
25| current published retail cost of the original equiprent
26 | manufacturer parts or the actual retail cost of the repair
27 | parts to be used in the repair. The | abor cost of repairs for
28 | purposes of this subparagraph is to be conputed by using the
29 | hourly labor rate and tine at locations that are reasonabl e
30| and customary in the autonobile repair industry in the
31| community where the repairs are perforned; or

1
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNNNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HB 661
589- 198- 02

2. A notor vehicle or nobile hone without regard to

whether it neets the preceding 75-percent threshold with

respect to which an insurance conpany or self-insurer acquires

ownershi p pursuant to a danage or theft settlenment or the

owner designates as a total |oss by applying for a sal vage

certificate of title or certificate of destruction.

(3) ta—As—uset—n—this—section—anoter—vehicte—or

tb)y The owner of any notor vehicle or nobile hone

which is considered to be salvage shall, within 72 hours after
the notor vehicle or nobile hone becones sal vage, forward the
title to the notor vehicle or nobile hone to the departnent
for processing. However, an insurance conpany whi ch pays nobney
as conpensation for total |loss of a notor vehicle or nobile
hone shall obtain the certificate of title for the notor
vehicl e or nobile hone and, within 72 hours after receiving
such certificate of title, shall forward such title to the
departnment for processing. The owner or insurance conpany, as
2
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the case nay be, may not dispose of a vehicle or nobile hone
that is a total |oss before it has obtai ned a sal vage
certificate of title or certificate of destruction fromthe
departnent. Wen applying for a salvage certificate of title
or certificate of destruction, the owner or insurance conpany
nmust provide the departnment with an estinmate of the costs of
repairing the physical and nechani cal damage suffered by the
vehicle for which a salvage certificate of title or
certificate of destruction is sought. |If the estinmated costs
of repairing the physical and nechani cal danage to the vehicle
are equal to 80 percent or nore of the current retail cost of
the vehicle, as established in any official used car or used
nobi | e hone gui de, the departnent shall declare the vehicle
unrebuil dable and print a certificate of destruction, which
aut hori zes the dismantling or destruction of the notor vehicle
or nmobile home described therein. This certificate of
destruction shall be reassignable a maxi mumof two tines
before dismantling or destruction of the vehicle shall be
required, and shall acconpany the notor vehicle or nobile hone
for which it is issued, when such notor vehicle or nobile hone
is sold for such purposes, in lieu of a certificate of title,
and, thereafter, the departnent shall refuse issuance of any
certificate of title for that vehicle. Nothing in this
subsection shall be applicable when a vehicle is worth | ess
than $1,500 retail in undamaged condition in any official used
not or vehicle guide or used nobile hone guide or when a stolen
not or vehicle or nobile hone is recovered in substantially
intact condition and is readily resal abl e wi thout extensive
repairs to or replacenent of the franme or engine. Any person
who willfully and deliberately violates this paragraph or
falsifies any docunent to avoid the requirenents of this
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paragraph conmits a m sdeneanor of the first degree,
puni shabl e as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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SENATE SUMVARY
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