Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 CS/ HB 69

By the Conmittee on Colleges & Universities _and
Represent atives Fiorentino, Geenstein, Sobel, Pickens
Baxl ey, Kilner, Betancourt, MGiff and Heyman

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to student financial

3 assi stance; creating s. 240.4061, F.S.

4 creating the Junping on the Educationa

5 Bandwagon Schol arship Loan Programto attract

6 students to the teaching profession; providing

7 t he anobunt of annual schol arship | oans;

8 requiring the Departnent of Education to

9 admi ni ster the program and establish

10 application and sel ection procedures; providing

11 eligibility requirenents; requiring teaching

12 service in eligible schools as the nethod of

13 schol arship | oan repaynent; requiring the State

14 Board of Education to adopt rules relating to

15 repaynment schedul es and interest rates;

16 providing for deposit of appropriated and

17 repaid funds in the State Student Financi al

18 Assi stance Trust Fund; providing an effective

19 dat e.
20
21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22
23 Section 1. Section 240.4061, Florida Statutes, is
24 | created to read:
25 240. 4061 Junping on the Educati onal Bandwagon
26 | Schol arshi p Loan Program --The Junpi ng on the Educati ona
27 | Bandwagon (JEB) Schol arship Loan Programis created to attract
28 | capabl e and pronising students to the teaching profession. The
29 | program shal |l provide schol arship | oans for students who have
30 | exhi bited acadeni c achi evenent, a history of service to the
31
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school and comunity, and a desire to teach the children of
Fl ori da.
(1) To the extent that funds are provided annually by

the Legislature in the General Appropriations Act, the program

shal | provi de annual schol arship | oans of $4,000 to sel ected

students who enroll in an undergraduate program of study that

will enable the students to neet the teacher certification

requirements of s. 231.17 and who agree to teach in Florida 1

year for each year a scholarship loan is received

(2) The Departnent of Education shall adm nister the

program The departnent shall establish application and

sel ection procedures to deternmine up to 50 initial schol arship

| oan recipients each year. Application and selection criteria

shal | be devel oped and distributed annually by the departnent

to all school districts and nade avail able on the departnent's

website. The Conm ssi oner of Education shall establish a

sel ection conmttee chaired by the Teacher of the Year, which

shal |l include representatives fromthe various sectors of the

education conmmunity. |f the Teacher of the Year is unable to

serve, the comni ssioner nay appoint an alternate chair.

(3) The application and sel ection procedures devel oped

by the departnent nust require, at a mininum that a student:

(a) Subnit an application for the schol arship | oan by

a deadline established by the departnent. The application nust

i ncl ude at |l east three sealed letters of recomendati on and an

essay by the applicant describing why he or she wants to

t each.

(b) Meet the initial eligibility criteria for a
Florida Merit Scholars award pursuant to ss. 240.40202 and
240. 40206.
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(c) Enroll in a public postsecondary education

institution or an independent postsecondary education

institution that is eligible to participate in the WlliamL.

Boyd, IV, Florida Resident Access Grant Program

(d) Conplete a program of community service work that

i ncludes a mini nrum of 100 hours of community service work.

(e) Declare the intent to conplete 1 year of teaching

service in a publicly funded school or an eligible nonpublic

school for each year for which a scholarship loan is received

pursuant to this section. For purposes of this section, the

term"publicly funded school" neans a school that receives at

| east 75 percent of its operating costs from governnent al

agenci es, including schools that operate an educationa

program under contract with a public school district or the

Departnent of Education. The term "eligi ble nonpublic school"

neans a school that participates in the annual nonpublic

school survey pursuant to s. 229.808, denobnstrates fisca

soundness by being in operation for nore than 1 year or by

providing the departnent with a statenent by a certified

public accountant that the school has sufficient capital or

credit to operate, conplies with the antidi scrinination

provisions of 42 U S.C. s. 2000d, neets state and local health

and safety |laws and codes, and is subject to the instruction

curriculum and attendance criteria adopted by an appropriate

nonpubl i c school accrediting body. The Departnent of Education

shall identify the nonpublic school accrediting bodies that

satisfy this requirenent.

(f) Declare the intent to begin the teaching service

required by paragraph (e) within 1 year after receipt of a

baccal aur eat e degr ee.
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1 (4) To receive a renewal scholarship | oan, a student

2| must neet the renewal requirenents for a Florida Merit

3| Schol ars award pursuant to ss. 240.40203 and 240.40206. A

4| student is eligible to receive a scholarship loan for up to 4
51 years.

6 (5) The State Board of Education shall adopt by rul e,
7 | pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54, repaynent schedul es and
8| applicable interest rates pursuant to ss. 240.451 and 240. 465.
9| A scholarship loan nust be repaid within 10 years after

10| conpletion of a programof study. Credit for repaynent of a
11| schol arship | oan shall be as foll ows:

12 (a) For each year a scholarship | oan recipient teaches
13 ] in a publicly funded school or an eligible nonpublic school
14 | one-fourth of the scholarship loan is forgiven. The

15| scholarship loan is considered repaid after 4 years of

16 | teaching. Each recipient has 5 years foll owi ng graduation to
17 | satisfy the 4-year teaching requirenent. |If a recipient does
18 | not conplete the teaching requirenent within the 5-year

19 | period, the recipient is obligated to repay the appropriate
20| portion of the scholarship |loan with interest.
21 (b) Any recipient who does not conplete a program of
22 | study that enables the student to conply with the
23 | certification requirenents of s. 231.17 or who does not becone
24 | certified by the departnent shall repay to the departnent the
25| entire anpunt of the scholarship | oan plus interest accruing
26 | fromthe date of the initial award.
27 (c) Any recipient who fails to begin teaching in a
28 | publicly funded school or an eligible nonpublic school within
29| 1 year after receipt of a baccal aureate degree shall repay to
30| the departnent the entire anount of the schol arship |oan plus
3l | interest accruing fromthe date of the initial award.
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(d) Arecipient who is unable to fulfill the teaching

requi rement due to his or her death or permanent disability is

not required to repay the funds awarded pursuant to this

secti on.
(6) Funds appropriated specifically for the JEB

Schol arshi p Loan Program and funds repai d pursuant to

subsection (5) shall be deposited in the State Student

Fi nanci al Assi stance Trust Fund.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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