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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HB 695
By Representative Sobel

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to education; anending s.
236.687, F.S.; specifying the maxi num cl ass
size for kindergarten through grade three in
public schools; providing priorities for schoo
districts in conplying with the requirenents
for class size; specifying the maxi num cl ass
size for grades four through 12 in public
school s; requiring school districts to enploy a
i censed social worker and a |icensed
psychol ogi st for each el enentary and secondary
school ; providing an appropriation; providing
an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 236.687, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

236. 687 Maximum cl ass si ze goats. --

(1) Beginning with the 2002- 2003 school year and

thereafter, the class size for tH—shaH—bethe—goal—of—the
tegi-stature—antd—each——sechoot—distriet—that each el enentary

school in each the school district in begianing—wth
ki ndergarten through grade three may etass—sizes not exceed 20

students, with a ratio of one full-tine-equival ent futH—tire
egui-vatent teacher per 20 students; however, except—that—onty

in the case of critically low perforning schools as identified

by the Commi ssi oner of Education, the goal in kindergarten

t hrough grade three shall be a ratio of one full-tine

equi val ent teacher per 15 students. For purposes of any

funding in the General Appropriations Act to conply with this
1
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1| subsecti on reet—these—goals, the district shall give priority
2|toidentified critically | ow perform ng schools in the

3| district. Second priority for the use of any funds desi gnat ed
4| for conplying with this subsecti on reeting—these—goats shal

5| be for kindergarten through grade one. Third priority for the
6 | use of any funds designated for conplying with this subsection
7 | meeting—these—goats shall be for grades two and three.

8 (2) Beginning with the 2002- 2003 school year and

9| thereafter, the class size for each school in each schoo

10 | district in grades four through 12 may not exceed 25 students,
11| with a ratio of one full-tine-equival ent teacher per 25

12 | students.

13 Section 2. School districts to enpl oy school soci al

14 | workers and psychol ogi sts.--Begi nning with the 2002- 2003

15| school year and thereafter, each school district in the state
16 | shall enploy a psychol ogi st |icensed under chapter 490,

17 | Florida Statutes, and a social worker |licensed under chapter
181 491, Florida Statutes, for each el enentary and secondary

19 | school in the district. The psychol ogi st and soci al worker

20| shall be available to counsel students during regul ar schoo
21 | hours.

22 Section 3. The sumof $ is appropriated from
23 | the General Revenue Fund to the district school boards for the
24 | purpose of carrying out this act during the 2002-2003 fisca
25 | year.

26 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
27 | | aw.
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