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HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. HB 755
Arendnment No. 2 (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

The Committee on Child & Family Security offered the
fol | owi ng:

Amendment (with title amendment)
On page 28, line 13 to page 29, line 8
renove: all said lines

and insert:
Section 6. The Ofice of Program Policy and Gover nnent

Accountability, in consultation with the Departnent of

Children and Family Services and the Agency for Health Care

Adm ni stration, shall conduct a review of the process for

placing children for residential nental health treatnent as

specified in section 39.407(5), Florida Statutes. This review

is to be used to determ ne whether changes are needed in this

process. The integrity of the exanmi nation process that is

intended to assure that only a child with an enpbtiona

di sturbance or a serious enotional disturbance is placed in a

residential nental health facility and to assure that a child

who is diagnosed with an enotional disturbance or a serious

enoti onal di sturbance receives the nbst appropriate nental
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Arendnment No. 2 (for drafter's use only)

health treatnent in the least-restrictive setting nust be

nmai nt ai ned. The revi ew shall anal yze and nake reconmrendati ons

relative to issues pertinent to the process such as the nunber

of children who are assessed and the outcones of the

assessnents, the costs associated with the suitability

assessnents based on geographic differentials, delays in

receiving appropriate nental health treatnent services in both

residential and nonresidential settings which can be

attributed to the assessnent process, and the need to expand

the nmental health professional groups who may conduct the

suitability assessnent. The Departnent of Children and Fanily

Services shall subnit a report of its findings and any

proposed changes to substantive lawto the Ofice of the

Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives by January 1, 2003.

Section 7. For fiscal year 2003-2004 and annually

thereafter, the Departnent of Children and Fanily Services

shal |l request, and the Governor shall recommend, the funding

necessary to carry out s. 409.1671 (7) (i), inits legislative

budget request from excess federal earnings. The Genera

Appropriations Act shall include any funds appropriated for

this purpose in a lunp sumin the Adm ni stered Funds Program

The departnent shall subnit a detail ed operational plan, which

nmust include the identification of the sources of specific

trust funds to be used to cover the costs of the continuation

of child welfare services. The rel ease of the trust fund shal

be subject to the notice and review provisions of s. 216.177.

However, the release shall not require approval of the

Legi sl ati ve Budget Conmi ssion
Section 8. Pursuant to s. 409.1671 Comunity-Based
Care | ead agencies receiving start-up funds shall devel op
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witten agreenents with Healthy Fanilies Florida lead entities

in their community, pursuant to s. 409.153, to pronote

cooperative planning for the provision of prevention and

i ntervention services.

Section 9. To assist the departnent in fulfilling the

requi renments of s. 409.1671 there is created a Task Force on

Gining Efficiency in Conmunity-Based Care. The task force

shall conplete the following by February 2003 begi nni ng no
| ater than Cctober 1, 2002. The goal of the task force is to
identify and nmininmze duplication of effort and define

reporting paraneters to be used by the departnent, Alliances,

communi ty stakehol ders, and the Legislature, through the

fol |l owi ng tasks:

1. Devel op specific reconmendations regardi ng the use

of the independent financial audits required of comunity

agenci es instead of the departnent doing an additiona

financial review or a mninmal review

2. Devel op specific recommendations regarding the role

of national accreditation as required by 409. 1671 i nstead of

or in concert with any sinmlar reviews perforned by the

depart nent.
3. Devel op specific recommendations regardi ng the

coordi nati on and frequency of reviews of the community

agenci es by the various state agencies and departnent.

4. Devel op specific recomendati ons regarding the

| evel and type of staffing that the departnment will require in

the performance of these duties.

5. Devel op specific recommendati ons on outcones and

per f or rance neasurenents.

The nmenbers of the task force will consist of 10 community
3
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representatives fromall areas of the state, a representative

of the Quardian Ad Litem program a representative of the

dependency court systemall appointed by the Governor, and the

president of the Florida Foster and Adoptive Parent

Associ ation, a state representative as appointed by the

Speaker of the House, a state senator as appointed by the

Senate President, and the Secretary of the Departnent of

Children and Families or designee. The reconmendati ons of the

task force shall be reported to the Secretary of the

Departnent of Children and Families, the Governor, the Speaker

of the House and the Senate President no | ater than February
15, 2003.

================ T | TLE A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:

On page 2, lines 23-29,
renove: all of said lines

and insert:
directing the Ofice of Program Policy Analysis
and Governnment Accountability, in consultation
with the departnent and the Agency for Health
Care Adm nistration, to conduct a review of the
process for placing children for residential
nmental health treatnent; providing for a report
to the Governor and Legislature; requiring that
the Legislature appropriate a lunp sumin the
Adm ni stered Funds Program each year for a
speci fi ed purpose; requiring agreements between
Healthy Families Florida | ead entities and
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Communi ty- Based Care | ead agenci es under
certain circunmstances; creating a task force on
communi ty-based care efficiency specifying
nmenber shi ps, duties and requiring a report;
providing an effective date.
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