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By Representative Joyner

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to public school discipline;

3 anmending s. 230.23, F.S., relating to powers

4 and duties of school boards; requiring the code

5 of student conduct to include notice of the

6 policy of zero tolerance; anending s. 230. 235,

7 F.S., relating to school district policy of

8 zero tolerance for crine and victim zation

9 aut hori zing nodification of certain

10 di sciplinary actions on a case-by-case basis;

11 correcting a cross reference; providing an

12 ef fective date.

13

14 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

15

16 Section 1. Paragraph (d) of subsection (6) of section
17 | 230.23, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

18 230.23 Powers and duties of school board.--The schoo
19 | board, acting as a board, shall exercise all powers and
20 | performall duties |listed bel ow
21 (6) CHI LD WELFARE. --Provide for the proper accounting
22| for all children of school age, for the attendance and contro
23 | of pupils at school, and for proper attention to health,
24 | safety, and other matters relating to the welfare of children
251 in the following fields, as prescribed in chapter 232.
26 (d) Code of student conduct.--Adopt a code of student
27 | conduct for elenmentary schools and a code of student conduct
28 | for secondary schools and distribute the appropriate code to
29 | all teachers, school personnel, students, and parents or
30 | guardi ans, at the beginning of every school year. Each code
31| shall be organized and witten in |language that is
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under st andabl e to students and parents and shall be di scussed
at the beginning of every school year in student classes,
school advi sory council neetings, and parent and teacher
associ ati on neetings. Each code shall be based on the rules
governi ng student conduct and discipline adopted by the

di strict school board and shall be nmade available in the
student handbook or sinmilar publication. Each code shal

i ncl ude, but not be limted to:

1. Consistent policies and specific grounds for
di sciplinary action, including in-school suspension
out - of - school suspensi on, expul sion, and any disciplinary
action that nmay be inposed for the possession or use of
al cohol on school property or while attending a schoo
function or for the illegal use, sale, or possession of
control |l ed substances as defined in chapter 893.

2. Procedures to be followed for acts requiring
di sci pline, including corporal punishnent.

3. An explanation of the responsibilities and rights
of students with regard to attendance, respect for persons and
property, know edge and observation of rules of conduct, the
right to learn, free speech and student publications,
assenbly, privacy, and participation in school prograns and
activities.

4. Notice that illegal use, possession, or sale of
control |l ed substances, as defined in chapter 893, or
possessi on of electronic tel ephone pagers, by any student
whi |l e such student is upon school property or in attendance at
a school function is grounds for disciplinary action by the
school and may also result in crimnal penalties being
i mposed.
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5. Notice that the possession of a firearm a knife,
or a weapon by any student while the student is on schoo
property or in attendance at a school function is grounds for
disciplinary action and nay also result in crimna
prosecuti on.

6. Notice that violence against any school district
personnel by a student is grounds for in-school suspension
out - of - school suspension, expul sion, or inposition of other
di sciplinary action by the school and may al so result in
crimnal penalties being inposed.

7. Notice that violation of district school board
transportation policies, including disruptive behavior on a
school bus or at a school bus stop, by a student is grounds
for suspension of the student's privilege of riding on a
school bus and may be grounds for disciplinary action by the
school and may also result in crimnal penalties being
i mposed.

8. Notice that violation of the district schoo
board' s sexual harassnent policy by a student is grounds for
i n-school suspension, out-of-school suspension, expulsion, or
i mposition of other disciplinary action by the school and nay
also result in crinmnal penalties being inposed.

9. Policies to be followed for the assignment of
violent or disruptive students to an alternative educationa
program

10. Notice of the policy of zero tolerance pursuant to

s. 230.235. Such notice shall specify that any student who is

determ ned to have brought a firearmor weapon, as defined in
chapter 790, to school, to any school function, or onto any
school - sponsored transportation will be expelled, with or
Wi t hout continuing educational services, fromthe student's
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regul ar school for a period of not less than 1 full year and
referred for crimnal prosecution. District school boards nay
assign the student to a disciplinary program or second chance
school for the purpose of continuing educational services
during the period of expulsion. Notice shall specify that

superintendents nmay consider the 1-year expulsion and referra

for crimnal prosecution requirenents reguifrerent on a

case-by-case basis and request the district school board to

nodi fy the requirenents reguirenrent—by—asstghing—thestudent
to—a—di-sciphHnary—programor—second—chance—schoot if it is

determned to be in the best interest of the student and the

school system A superintendent may request a district schoo

board to assign the student to a disciplinary programor a

second chance school

11. Notice of the policy of zero tolerance pursuant to

s. 230.235. Such notice shall specify that any student who is

determ ned to have made a threat or false report, as defined
by ss. 790.162 and 790. 163, respectively, involving school or
school personnel's property, school transportation, or a
school - sponsored activity will be expelled, with or wthout
conti nui ng educational services, fromthe student's regul ar
school for a period of not less than 1 full year and referred
for crimnal prosecution. District school boards nay assign
the student to a disciplinary program or second chance schoo
for the purpose of continuing educational services during the
period of expul sion. Notice shall specify that superintendents

of schools may consider the 1l-year expulsion and referral for

crimnal prosecution requirenents regufrerent on a

case-by-case basis and request the district school board to

nodi fy the requirenents reguirerent—by—asstghing—thestudent
to—a—di-sciptHnary—programor—second—chance—schoot if it is
4
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determned to be in the best interest of the student and the
school system A superintendent may request a district schoo

board to assign the student to a disciplinary programor a

second chance school
Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 230.235, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

230. 235 Policy of zero tolerance for crine and
victimzation.--
(2)(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b),the policy

shal |l require students found to have committed one of the
following offenses to be expelled, with or without continuing
educati onal services, fromthe student's regular school for a
period of not less than 1 full year, and to be referred for
crimnal prosecution:

1.ta)y Bringing a firearmor weapon, as defined in
chapter 790, to school, to any school function, or onto any
school - sponsored transportation

2.{b)y Making a threat or false report, as defined by
ss. 790. 162 and 790. 163, respectively, involving school or
school personnel's property, school transportation, or a
school - sponsored activity.

District school boards may assign the student to a
di sci plinary programor second chance school for the purpose
of continuing educational services during the period of
expul si on.

(b) Notwithstandi ng the provisions of paragraph (a),

the policy shall authorize superintendents to fay consider the

1-year expulsion and referral for crininal prosecution

requi rement s regui+rerrent on a case-by-case basis and request

the district school board to nodify the requirenents
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. I L I I TR
or—second—chance——seheel if it is determned to be in the best

interest of the student and the school system A
superintendent may request a district school board to assign

the student to a disciplinary programor a second chance

school .

If a student committing any of the offenses in this subsection
is a student with a disability, the school district shal
conply with procedures pursuant to s. 232.25 232-25% and any
appl i cabl e state board rule.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Revi ses provisions relating to school district polic
zero tolerance for crine and victim zation, Authoriz
the 1-year student expulsion and referral for crimnal
rosecution requirenents for conm ssion of certain crines
o be nodified on a case-by-case basis. Requires each
school board's code of student conduct to include notice

of the policy of zero tol erance.
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