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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HR 9031
By Representative Betancourt

House Resol uti on
A resol ution recognizing Cctober 2002 as
"Breast Cancer Awareness Month" in Florida.

VWHEREAS, breast cancer is the nbpst conmpn cancer
di agnosed in the nation's wonen, and Florida ranks fourth in
the nation in the total nunber of new breast cancer cases and
deat hs from breast cancer, and

VWHEREAS, all wonen are at risk for breast cancer, but
the single nost inportant risk factor is age, with 64 percent
of all breast cancers occurring in wonen age 60 and ol der, and

VWHEREAS, the Florida D vision of the Aneri can Cancer
Society estimates that a total of 13,100 new cases of invasive
breast cancer will be reported in Florida for the year 2002,
and

VWHEREAS, breast cancer is the second nbpst commopn cause
of cancer death anong white wonen and the nunber-one cause of
cancer death anong African- Aneri can wonen, and every three
hours, one wonman in Florida dies of breast cancer, with a
total of 2,700 deaths from breast cancer expected anpng
Florida's wonen in any one year, and

WHEREAS, early detection through routine clinical and
manmogr aphy screeni ng begi nning at age 40, as reconmended by
the Anerican Cancer Society breast cancer screening
guidelines, is the key to inproving survival rates for breast
cancer, and

WHEREAS, breast cancer awareness prograns, such as the
Anerican Cancer Society's Tell-A-Friend-Tuesday program in
conjunction with the pronotion of Cctober as "Breast Cancer
Awar eness Month," will aid in early detection through regul ar
screeni ng, NOW THEREFORE
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Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the Florida House of Representatives recognizes
the nonth of October 2002 as "Breast Cancer Awareness Month"
in Florida and urges all wonen to nmake thensel ves aware of the
ri sks associated with breast cancer, to take preventive steps
to mininize those risks, and to undergo early detection
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procedures such as manmography and conpliance with the
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Aneri can Cancer Society's recommended breast cancer screening
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