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By Representative Rich

1 House Resol ution

2 A resol ution recognizing suicide as a state

3 probl em and encouraging initiatives ai ned at

4 preventing suici de.

5

6 WHEREAS, suicide, the eighth | eadi ng cause of al

7| deaths in the United States and the third such cause for young
8 | persons ages 15 through 24, clains nore than 30,000 lives

9 | annual |l y nationw de, and

10 WHEREAS, suicide attenpts, estimated to exceed 730, 000
11 | annual |l y nati onwi de, adversely affect the lives of mllions of
12 | fanmi |y nenbers, friends, and coworkers, including nmany

13 | Fl ori di ans, and

14 WHEREAS, suicide annually causes nore than 180, 000

15| fani |y nenbers nationw de, including many Floridians, to nourn
16 | a tragic death, and

17 WHEREAS, the suicide rate per 100,000 persons has

18 | renmined relatively stable over the past 40 years for the

19 | general popul ation, but that rate has nearly tripled for young
20 | persons and is highest for adults over 65, and
21 WHEREAS, the stigna associated with nental ill ness
22 | wor ks agai nst suicide prevention by keeping persons who are at
23| risk of committing suicide fromseeking |lifesaving help, and
24 WHEREAS, the stigna associated with suicide seriously
25| inhibits surviving fanmly nenbers fromregai ni ng neani ngfu
26| lives, and
27 WHEREAS, suicide attenpts and deaths inpose a huge
28 | unrecogni zed and unneasured econonm ¢ burden on the State of
29| Florida in terns of potential years of |ife |ost, nedica
30| costs incurred, and work tinme |ost by nmourners, and
31
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WHEREAS, suicide is a conplex, nultifaceted biol ogical
soci ol ogi cal , psychol ogi cal, and societal problem and

WHEREAS, nmany suicides are currently preventable, and
there is an urgent need for the devel opnent of nore effective
sui ci de- prevention prograns, and

WHEREAS, sui ci de-prevention opportunities continue to
i ncrease due to advances in clinical research, treatnents for
nment al di sorders, neuroscience, and the devel opnent of
communi ty-based initiatives that await eval uation, and

WHEREAS, sui ci de-prevention efforts should be
encouraged to the naxi num extent possible, NON THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives recogni zes suicide as
a state problem and declares suicide prevention to be a state
priority; acknow edges that no single suicide-prevention
programor effort will be appropriate for all popul ations or
communi ti es; and encourages initiatives dedicated to
preventing suicide, responding to people who are at risk for
sui ci de and peopl e who have attenpted suicide, pronoting safe
and effective treatnent for persons who are at risk for
sui ci dal behavi or, supporting people who have | ost soneone to
sui ci de, and devel opi ng an effective state strategy for the
prevention of suicide.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat this body encourages the
devel opnent and pronotion of accessible and affordabl e nental
health services that would enable all persons who are at risk
for suicide to obtain such services wthout fear of any
stigna.
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