© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®UuDWNPER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HR 9097
By Representative Bense

House Resol ution
A resol ution honoring the nenory of Dave
Thomas.

WHEREAS, Dave Thonas founded Wendy's d d- Fashi oned
Hanburgers in Col unbus, Chio, on Novenber 15, 1969, and
transformed it into one of the nost successful food franchises
in the country and, in pronoting Wendy's, becane a nationa
figure representing a friendly face, good food, and a kind
sense of hunor, and

WHEREAS, in 1993, 45 years after |eaving school, Dave
Thonmas earned his GED certificate and received his high schoo
di pl oma from Coconut Creek Hi gh School in Fort Lauderdal e,

Fl orida, thereby establishing hinself as a role nodel to
students of all ages, and

VHEREAS, in 1979, Dave Thomas was awarded the Horatio
Al ger Award for dedication, individual initiative, and
commtnent to excellence, as exenplified by his renarkabl e
acconpl i shments achi eved through honesty, hard work,
self-reliance, and perseverance, and

VWHEREAS, from 1990 until 2000, Dave Thonms was the
nati onal spokesman for nunerous White House adoption and
foster care initiatives and was the recipient of nunerous
awar ds, including the Angel in Adoption Award by the
Congressional Coalition on Adoption and the 2001 Soci al
Awar eness Award fromthe United States Postal Service for
pronmoting the use of the Adopti on Awareness postage stanp as a
vehicle for highlighting the cause of adoption, and

VWHEREAS, Dave Thomas established the Dave Thonas
Foundati on for Adoption in 1992, to work with nationa
adoption organi zations, individuals, and public and private
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agenci es in raising awareness of children awaiting adoption
and to provide direct support for prograns seeking to find
per manent hones for children in foster care, and

VHEREAS, Dave Thomas founded the Dave Thonas Center for
Adoption Law to ease and facilitate the adoption process
t hrough education, advocacy, and research; he was a
constructive force in shaping corporate health policy to cover
adoption expenses, with the result that 75 percent of Fortune
1000 conpani es now of fer adoption benefits to their enployees;
and he donated his speaking fees and profits fromsales of his
books, "Dave's Way, Well Done!" and "Franchising for Dumnmes,"
to adoption causes, and

WHEREAS, Dave Thonas used his tine, energy, and
financial resources to pronote and advance the cause of
adopti on, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives respectfully honors
the nmenory of Dave Thomms, devoted fanmily man, successfu
busi nessman, and tirel ess advocate for children in need of
per manent hones with loving famlies.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution
be presented to the famly of Dave Thomas as a tangi bl e token
of the sentinents expressed herein.
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