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CS/HB 911, First Engrossed

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to nandated health benefit
coverages; requiring the Ofice of Legislative
Services to contract for conpletion of a report
on proposed nandated heal th coverages;
speci fying report review requirenents;
requiring a report to the Legislature;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) Using a portion of the funds nade

available in Specific Appropriation 2556 in the Genera
Appropriations Act for fiscal year 2001-2002, the Ofice of
Legi sl ative Services in coordination with the Agency for

Health Care Administration shall contract for the conpletion

of a report assessing the inpact of the foll owi ng proposed

nmandat ed heal th benefit coverages:

(a) Substance abuse.

(b) Contraceptives and infertility.

(c) 3. Mental health services for persons with a

serious nental illness. For purposes of this subparagraph, the

term"serious nental illness" neans any nental illness that is

recogni zed in the edition of relevant manual s of the Anerican

Psychi atric Association or by the International Cassification

of Diseases in effect on Cctober 1, 2000, and affirned by

nedi cal science as caused by biol ogical disorder of the brain

and that substantially linmts the life activities of the

patient. The termincludes, but is not limted to,

schi zophrenia, autism schizoaffective disorders, anxiety and
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1| panic, bipolar affective disorders, mmjor depression, and

2 | obsessi ve-compul sive di sorder

3 (d) Medical Nutrition Therapy.

4 (e) Cccupational Therapy.

5 (f) Expansion of the current mandate for the off-I| abe

6 | use of FDA-approved pharnmaceuticals for the treatnent of

7| life-threatening, chronic, or disabling conditions.

8 (2) Such review shall include:

9 (a) Those elenents for review as specified in s.
10 ] 624.215(2), Florida Statutes, relating to proposals for
11| I egi sl ati on which woul d mandate health benefit coverage and
12 | review by the Legislature, to what extent the nmandated health
13 | benefit coverage is part of self-insured plans offered in this
14 | state or federally funded prograns such as those offered to
15 | enpl oyees of the United States Postal Service and enpl oyees of
16 | the Federal Governnent, to what extent such mandated heal th
17 | benefit coverages are available as part of |arge group pl ans
18 | versus snall group plans, and recent state and federal court
19 | and adnministrative rulings regardi ng such issues.
20 (b) The nature of those services being used by those
21| insured persons who currently have a health coverage benefit,
22 | including what is included in such coverage, the conditions
23| for which coverage is included, the extent to which such
24 | covered persons reach any applicable annual or lifetine
25| benefit cap, utilization and authorization guidelines
26 | applicable to such coverage, and inclusion of treatnent
27 | nedi cations and gui delines applicable to nedication coverage.
28 (3) Al insurers, as defined in s. 624.03, doing
29 | business in this state, shall provide data requested in order
30| to conplete this review
31
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1 (4) The report shall include infornmation from persons
2| or organi zations proposi ng nandated health benefit coverages,
3| as set forth in s. 624.215(2), and a recommendation as to
4 | whether the Legislature should adopt the health benefit
5| coverage as a mandat ed cover age.
6 (5) Such contract shall be executed by July 1, 2002. A
7| prelimnary report shall be submitted to the President of the
8 | Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by
9 | Decenber 1, 2002, and a final report shall be subnitted to the
10 | President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
11 | Representatives by February 1, 2003.
12 (6) Such contract shall be executed by August 1, 2002,
13| and the report shall be subnitted to the President of the
14 | Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives hy
15| April 1, 2003.
16 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
17 | I aw
18
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