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By Representative Cusack

1 House Resol ution

2 A resol ution recogni zing March 2002 as Col orecta

3 | Cancer Awareness Month.

4

5 WHEREAS, col orectal cancer is one of the npbst preval ent
6 | yet one of the nobst preventable types of cancer and is the

7| third nost conmmon type anong all cancer cases in Florida, and
8 WHEREAS, it is possible to have colon or rectal cancer
9 | without exhibiting any synptons, and

10 WHEREAS, conpliance with Anmerican Cancer Soci ety

11 | screening guidelines has the potential to | ower the nunber of
12 | colorectal cancer cases through early detection and renoval of
13 | polyps before they becone cancerous, and, through detection of
14 | the disease during its early stages when there is a high rate
15| of cure, may also | ower deaths resulting fromthe di sease, and
16 WHEREAS, the American Cancer Society, Florida Division
17 | is launching a statew de education and awar eness canpaign to
18 | increase public awareness of the risks associated with

19 | colorectal cancer and to urge conpliance with the society's
20 | recommended screeni ng gui delines, and
21 WHEREAS, anobng those that have been identified as nost
22| at risk for contracting colon and rectal cancers are the
23| elderly, African Anericans, and Hispanics, and the Anerican
24 | Cancer Society will target those groups in a special effort to
25| increase their understandi ng of the inportance of screening
26 | that may | ower the incidence of cancer and of neasures that
27 | may be taken to prevent the di sease, NON THEREFORE,
28
29| Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
30| Florida:
31
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That the House of Representatives recognizes the nonth
of March 2002 as Col orectal Cancer Awareness Month in Florida,
commends the Anerican Cancer Society, Florida Division, for
its efforts to stemthe tide of colorectal cancer, and urges
all residents to take advantage of this year's canpaign in
order to gain a better understanding of the risks of
contracting the disease and of the benefits of screening
toward its preventi on.
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