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Florida Senate - 2002 (NP) SR 16-E

By Senator Lawson

41-2351-02
Senate Resolution No.
A resol ution of renenbrance and respect for
Navy SEAL Chief Petty O ficer Mtthew Joseph
Bour geoi s who died in Afghani stan.

WHEREAS, Matthew Joseph Bourgeois, 35, a Navy SEAL
hospital corpsman from Tal | ahassee di ed March 28, 2002, during
a training mssion near a U S. base in Kandahar, Afghani stan,
and

WHEREAS, Matthew enlisted in the Navy after graduation
from Leon H gh School in Tallahassee, Florida, and entered
Basi ¢ Underwater Denolition/SEAL (Sea, Air, Land) training in
San Di ego, graduating in 1988, and

VHEREAS, his various awards and decorations include the
Navy and Marine Corps Commendati on Medal, the Navy and Marine
Cor ps Achi evenent Medal, and the Kuwait Liberation Medal after
serving in the Persian Gulf War, and

WHEREAS, Matthew, who |oved being a SEAL, was a
third-generati on nenber of the U S. Arned Services, and

WHEREAS, Chi ef Bourgeois was only weeks away from
returning hone to his wife, Mchelle, and 7-nonth-old son
Mat t hew, Jr., and

WHEREAS, his wife Mchelle wote to a famly friend
"He had perseverance and determ nation, which made him
excellent at his job. He was always striving to be the best.
Matt knew it was a difficult and dangerous job, but that never
deterred him", NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:
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That Matthew Bourgeois is renenbered and respected for
making the ultinmate sacrifice for his famly and his country.
BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution,
with the Seal of the Senate affixed, be presented to the
fam ly of Matthew Bourgeois as a tangi ble token of the
sentinments of the Florida Senate.
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