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HB 0001, Engrossed 1 2003
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to assistance in obtaining prescription
drugs; creating s. 430.83, F.S.; providing a popul ar nang;
provi di ng definitions; providing | egislative findings and
intent; creating the Sunshine for Seniors Programto
assi st low-incone seniors with obtaining prescription
drugs from manufacturers’ pharnmaceutical assistance
prograns; providing inplenentation and oversi ght duties of
the Department of Elderly Affairs; providing for comunity
partnerships; providing for contracts; requiring annual
eval uation reports on the program specifying that the
programis not an entitlenent; providing an effective

dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 430.83, Florida Statutes, is created to
read:

430. 83 Sunshine for Seniors Program - -

(1) POPULAR NAME. --This section shall be known by the
popul ar nanme "The Sunshine for Seniors Act."

(2) DEFINITIONS --As used in this section, the term

(a) "Application assistance organi zati on" neans any

private organi zation that assists individuals with obtaining

prescription drugs through nmanufacturers’ pharmaceuti cal

assi st ance prograns.

(b) "Eligible individual" neans any individual who is 60

years of age or ol der who | acks adequat e pharnmaceuti cal

i nsurance cover age.

(c) "Manufacturers’ pharnmaceutical assistance program
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nmeans any program offered by a pharnaceuti cal manufacturer that

provides |ow-inconme individuals with prescription drugs free or

at reduced prices, including, but not limted to, senior

di scount card prograns and patient assi stance prograns.
(3) LEAQ SLATIVE FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT. - -The Legi sl ature

finds that the pharmaceutical manufacturers, seeing a need, have

created charitable prograns to aid | owincone seniors with the

cost of prescription drugs. The Legislature also finds that many

| ow i ncone seniors are unaware of such prograns or either do not

know how to apply for or need assistance in conpleting the

applications for such prograns. Therefore, it is the intent of

the Legislature that the Departnent of Elderly Affairs, in

consultation with the Agency for Health Care Adm nistration

i npl ement and oversee the Sunshine for Seniors Programto help

seniors in accessi ng manufacturers’ pharnaceuti cal assistance

progr ans.
(4) SUNSH NE FOR SENI ORS PROGRAM - -There is established a

programto assist |lowincone seniors with obtaining prescription

drugs from manufacturers’ pharnaceutical assi stance prograns,

whi ch shall be known as the "Sunshine for Seniors Program"”

| npl enentati on of the programis subject to the availability of

funding and any limtations or directions provided for by the

Ceneral Appropriations Act or chapter 216.

(5) | MPLEMENTATI ON AND OVERSI GHT DUTI ES.--1n i npl enenti ng
and overseeing the Sunshine for Seniors Program the Departnent
of Elderly Affairs:

(a) Shall pronpte the availability of nmanufacturers

phar naceuti cal assistance prograns to eligible individuals with

vari ous outreach initiatives.

(b) Shall, working cooperatively with pharnaceuti cal
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manuf act urers and consumer advocates, devel op a uniform

application form which shall be available in English, Spanish,

and Creole, to be conpleted by seniors who wish to participate

in the Sunshine for Seniors Program

(c) WMy request proposals fromapplication assistance

organi zations to assist eligible individuals with obtaining

prescription drugs through nanufacturers’ pharmaceuti cal

assi st ance progr ans.

(d) Shall train volunteers to help eligible individuals

fill out applications for the manufacturers’ pharnaceutica

assi st ance prograns.

(e) Shall train volunteers to determne if applicants are

avai l abl e for other state prograns.

(f) Shall seek federal funds to help fund the Sunshine for

Seni ors Program

(g) My seek federal waivers to help fund the Sunshine for

Seni ors Program
(6) COVWMUNITY PARTNERSHI PS. --The Departnent of Elderly

Affairs may build private-sector and public-sector partnerships

wth corporations, hospitals, physicians, pharmacists,

foundati ons, volunteers, state agencies, conmunity groups, area

agenci es on aging, and any other entities that will further the

intent of this section. These conmunity partnershi ps nay al so be

used to facilitate other pro bono benefits for eligible

i ndividuals, including, but not limted to, nedical, dental, and

prescription services.
(7) CONTRACTS. --The Departnent of Elderly Affairs nmay
sel ect and contract with application assistance organi zations to

assist eligible individuals in obtaining their prescription

drugs through the nanufacturers’ pharnaceutical assistance
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prograns. |If the departnent contracts with an application

assi stance organi zati on, the departnent shall evaluate quarterly

t he performance of the application assistance organi zation to

ensure conpliance with the contract and the quality of service

provided to eligible individuals.
(8) REPORTS AND EVALUATI ONS. - -By January 1 of each year,

whil e the Sunshine for Seniors Programis operating, the

Departnent of Elderly Affairs shall report to the Legislature

regardi ng the inplenentati on and operati on of the Sunshine for

Seni ors Program
(9) NONENTI TLEMENT. -- The Sunshi ne for Seniors Program

established by this section is not an entitlenent. |If funds are

insufficient to assist all eligible individuals, the Departnent

of Elderly Affairs may develop a waiting list prioritized by

appl i cation date.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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