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HB 1125 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to voter information; creating s. 100. 391,
F.S.; requiring the Departnment of State to prepare a voter
i nformati on guide for elections in which a constitutiona
amendnent or a candidate for retention as a justice is on
the ballot; specifying the information the guide is to
contain; providing requirenents for the subm ssion,
review, and adoption of such information; providing for
publication and di ssem nation of the guide; providing for
assessnment of fees to cover certain costs of publication
and di ssem nation; providing the departnent rul emaki ng

authority; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 100.391, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

100.391 Voter information guide.--

(1) The Departnent of State shall prepare a voter

informati on guide for any general election at which a proposed

constitutional anendnent or a question to retain a justice in

office wll appear on the ballot. The voter informati on guide

for such an el ection shall include:

(a) For each proposed constitutional anendnent:

1. The title and text of the anmendnment, indicating any

del eted or anended materi al .

2. The formin which the anmendnent will appear on the

ball ot, including the nunber by which it will be designated

3. Argunents supporting and argunents opposi nhg the

amendnent .
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4. An econom c inpact statenent for the anendnent,

conprised of an estimate of the increase or decrease in any

revenues or costs to state and | ocal governnents resulting from

t he anendnent i f adopt ed.

(b) Information relating to the retention of any justice

who qualifies to run for retention in office.

(c) Voter registration information, including informtion

on how to obtain an absentee ball ot.

(d) Alist of the addresses and tel ephone nunbers of al

of fices of county supervisors of elections.

(2) The argunents supporting and argunents opposi ng a

proposed constitutional amendnent required under subparagraph

(1)(a)3. shall be provided as follows:

(a) The sponsor of the anendnent shall file with the

department an argunent supporting adoption of the anendnent, and

any opponent of the anendnent shall file with the departnent an

argunent opposi ng adopti on of the anendnent. Each argunent nmay

not exceed 500 words. The argunents shall be filed not nore than

30 days after the anendnent has been approved by the depart nent

for placenent on the ballot or on or before July 15 i medi ately

precedi ng the el ection, whichever is |later. Rebuttal argunents

not exceedi ng 250 words nmay be filed by both the sponsor and the

opponent on or before July 30 or 5 days after the filing of the

argunent to be rebutted, whichever is |ater

(b) For purposes of this subsection, the sponsor of the

anendnent shall be:

1. |If proposed by initiative, the political commttee

sponsoring the initiative.

2. |f proposed by joint resolution, the Legislature, in

whi ch case the supporting argunent shall be filed jointly by the
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Senate and the House of Representatives in any nanner as may be

determ ned by the President of the Senate and t he Speaker of the

House of Representatives.

3. |If proposed by report of a revision conmi ssion,

constitutional convention, or taxation and budget reform

comm ssion, the comm ssion or convention, as applicable.

(c) For the purposes of this subsection, the opponent of

t he anendnent shall be:

1. Any legislator. If nore than one legislator files an

argunent in opposition, the President of the Senate and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives shall jointly select the

argunent to be used, provided that if the anendnent was proposed

by joint resolution, the argunent sel ected nust be one filed by

a |l egislator who voted against final passage of the resol ution.

The deci sion of the President of the Senate and t he Speaker of

t he House of Representatives shall be made within 5 days after

the deadline for filing the argunent and shall be nmade in any

manner as they nmay agree; or

2. Any voter, if the amendnent was proposed by joint

resolution and no legislator filed an argunent in opposition to

it or voted against it. A voter nmay file an argunent in

opposition within 10 days after the original deadline for filing

the argunent. If an argunent is filed by nore than one voter,

the departnent shall select the argunent of the voter that npst

clearly and persuasively addresses the issues identified in the

bal | ot summary. That voter shall be considered the opponent of

t he anendnent. The decision of the departnent shall be made

within 5 days after the deadline for filing the argunent and

shall not be subject to chall enge.
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(3) The Revenue Estimating Conference shall prepare the

econom c i npact statenent required under subparagraph (1)(a)4.

for each proposed constitutional anendnent, taking into

consideration input fromthe public, the Ofice of Econom c and

Denmogr aphi ¢ Research, and any other entities it deens proper.

The voter information guide shall indicate whether there is an

econom c i npact for each proposed constitutional anmendnent and

shal |l abstract the inpact statenent for such proposal. The

abstract shall appear follow ng the argunents supporting or

opposi ng the proposed anendnent.

(4)(a) The information relating to the retention of

justices required under paragraph (1)(b) shall consist of

eval uati ons and statenents of support or opposition.

(b) Evaluations of candidates for retention in office as a

justice may be provided by any registered political commttee,

The Florida Bar, the Florida House of Representatives, the

Fl ori da Senate, or the Governor. An evaluation shall consist of

a conci se estimate, based on either a 100-0 nunerical scale or

an A-F letter grade scale, of the provider's assessnent of the

justice. Any entity or person providing an evaluation of a

justice shall evaluate each justice by the sane scal e and

present a concise description of the factors considered and

relative weights given to such factors in the process of

eval uating justi ces.

(c) Statements of support for or opposition to candi dates

for retention in office as a justice nay be provided by any

registered political conmttee. However, statenents for no nore

than five proponents and no nore than five opponents nay be

included in the voter informati on gui de. The departnent may

determ ne by rule the nethod of selecting proponent and opponent

Page 4 of 6

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




F L OR 1 D A H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

O

120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148

149

HB 1125 2003
i nformati on, which nethod may i ncl ude consi derati ons such as the

relative sizes of the organi zations or constituencies

represented by the conmmttees offering the information, the

clarity of the infornation provided, the relative benefit of

including a diversity of viewpoints in the voter infornation

gui de, and other factors the departnment determ nes woul d make

the guide nore infornmative.

(5) At least 75 days prior to the general election, the

departnent shall publish, on the Internet and by nailing to

every registered political commttee, a prelimnary draft of the

voter information guide. Any proponent or opponent shall be

allowed to comment, in witing on-line or by mail, on the

accuracy or fairness of the analysis on any issue or the

assessnent of any judicial candi date addressed in the guide.

Such comments shall be delivered to the departnment no | ater than

t he 60th day prior to the general election in such nmanner as nay

be specified in the prelimnary draft.

(6) Follow ng conpletion of the voter infornmation guide,

t he departnent shall arrange for its publication and

distribution to every address of | egal residence, or mailing

address if different, of one or nore active registered el ectors

in the state. Voter information guides shall be distributed not

|ater than 15 days prior to the general election. Sanple ballots

for both the primary and general el ections shall include a

statenent that informati on on how to obtain a voter information

guide is available by contacting the departnent. The statenent

shall include the departnent’s tel ephone nunber and nmiling

addr ess.

(7) The departnent may assess fees agai nst political

commttees offering information included in the voter
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150 infornation guide not to exceed a proportionate share of the
151| costs of printing and mailing the guide.
152 (8) The departnment nay adopt rules in accordance with ss.
153 120.536(1) and 120.54 to inplenent and adm ni ster the provisions
154| of this section.
155 Section 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2004.
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