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Florida Senate - 2003 SM 1170
By Senator Cow n

20-1188-03
Senate Menorial No.
A nenorial to the Congress of the United
States, expressing solidarity with Israel in
its fight against terrorism

WHEREAS, the ongoing threat of terrorismsince
Sept enber 11, 2001, has harned the econom es of Florida and
the United States; damaging tourismand travel anobng the
states and creating a negative econom ¢ at nosphere hurting
busi ness and producing job | osses, and

WHEREAS, the ongoing threat of worldw de terrorism at
hone and abroad has forced |ocal, state, and federal resources
inthe United States to be diverted fromother critica
donestic progranms for the purpose of enhancing public
security, and

WHEREAS, the United States and |srael are now engaged
in a common struggle against terrorismand are on the
front-lines of a conflict thrust upon themagainst their will,
and

VHEREAS, hundreds of innocent Israelis and Pal estini ans
have died tragically in violence since Septenber 2000, and

WHEREAS, Pal estinian organi zati ons are engagi ng in an
organi zed, systematic, and deliberate canpaign of terror ained
at inflicting as many casualties as possible on the Israel
popul ation, including through the use of suicide terrorist
attacks, and

WHEREAS, |srael has lost nearly 700 i nnocent |ives,
whi ch as a percentage of population is comensurate with
Anerica losing over 30,000 lives in the terrorist attacks on
New York and Washi ngton on Septenber 11, 2001, and
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VWHEREAS, Yasser Arafat and nenbers of the Pal estinian
| eaders have failed to abide by their commitnents to
nonvi ol ence nade in the |Israel -PLO Declaration of Principles
(the OGsl o Accord) of Septenber 1993, including their pledges
to adhere strictly to a peaceful resolution of the conflict;
to resolve all outstanding issues relating to pernmanent status
t hrough negotiations; to renounce the use of terrorism and
ot her acts of violence; and to assune responsibility over al
PLO el enents and personnel in order to assure their conpliance
with the commitnent to nonviol ence, prevent violence, and
di scipline violators, and

VWHEREAS, the continued terrorismand incitenent
comm tted, supported, and coordinated by official arns of the
Pal estinian Authority are a direct violation of these
comm t nents, and

WHEREAS, forces directly under Yasser Arafat's control
particularly, the al-Agqsa Martyrs Brigades, which is part of
Arafat's Fatah organi zati on and has been designated a Foreign
Terrorist Organi zation by the United States Governnent, have
nmur der ed scores of innocent Israelis, and

WHEREAS, Yasser Arafat was directly involved in the
Pal estinian Authority's thwarted attenpt to obtain 50 tons of
of f ensi ve weapons shipped fromlran in the Karine-A an effort
that irrefutably proved Arafat's enbrace of the use and
escal ati on of viol ence, and

VHEREAS, docunents fromthe offices of the Pal estinian
Authority denonstrate the crucial financial support the
Pal estinian Authority continues to provide for terrorist acts,
i ncl udi ng sui ci de bonbers, and

WHEREAS, the ongoi ng violence has hurt the econonics of
both Israel and the Palestinian territories, damagi ng tourism
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in both regions, thereby creating a negative econonic
at nosphere hurting business and producing job | osses, and

WHEREAS, President George W Bush declared at a joint
sessi on of Congress on Septenber 20, 2001, that "fromthis day
forward any nation that continues to harbor or support
terrorismw Il be regarded by the United States as a hostile
regi ne," and

WHEREAS, President Bush recently stated that he "fully
understands Israel's need to defend hersel f" and that he
"respects”" the fact that Israelis have "seen a wave of suicide
bonbers coning to the heart of their cities and killing
i nnocent people," and

WHEREAS, President Bush, in his speech of April 4,
2002, stated that "the situation in which Arafat finds hinself
today is largely of his own naking," that Arafat "m ssed his
opportunities, and thereby betrayed the hopes of the people
he's supposed to lead,"” and that "given Arafat's failure, the
Israeli government feels it nust strike at terrorist networks
that are killing its citizens," and

WHEREAS, Israel's military operations are an effort to
defend itsel f agai nst the unspeakabl e horrors of ongoing
terrorismand are ained only at dismantling the terrorist
infrastructure in the Palestinian areas, an obligation Arafat
hi nsel f undertook but failed to carry out, and

VWHEREAS, |srael has nmade clear its intention to
wi thdraw from Pal estinian areas and has al ready begun to do
so, NOW THEREFOCRE,

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the Florida Legislature:
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(1) Stands in solidarity with Israel as it takes
necessary steps to provide security to its people by
dismantling the terrorist infrastructure in the Palestinian
ar eas;

(2) Remains committed to Israel's right to
sel f -def ense and supports additional United States assistance
to help Israel defend itself;

(3) Condenns Pal estinian suicide bonbings;

(4) Condenns the ongoi ng support and coordination of
terror by Yasser Arafat and other nenbers of the Pal estinian

| eader shi p;
(5) Demands that the Palestinian Authority at | ast
fulfill its commtnent to dismantle the terrori st

infrastructure in the Palestinian areas, including any such
infrastructure associated with PLO and Pal estinian Authority
entities tied directly to Yasser Arafat;

(6) |Is gravely concerned that Arafat's actions are not
those of a viable partner for peace;

(7) Urges all Arab states to declare their unqualified
opposition to all fornms of terrorism particularly suicide
bonbi ng;

(8) Commends the President for his |leadership in
addressing the Israeli-Palestinian conflicts, particularly the
efforts of the Administration to engage countries throughout
the region to condemm and prevent terrorismand to prevent a
wi deni ng of the conflict;

(9) Urges all parties in the region to vigorously
pursue efforts to establish a just, lasting, and conprehensive
peace in the Mddle East; and

(10) WIIl work as an el ected body to pronote tourism
econom ¢ trade, and cultural exchange with the State of
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I srael, keeping relations healthy now and into the future for
the benefit of Florida and Israel

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nmenorial be
di spatched to the President of the United States, to the
President of the United States Senate, to the Speaker of the
United States House of Representatives, and to each nenber of
the Florida delegation to the United States Congress.
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