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Florida Senate - 2003 CS for SJR 1172

By the Cormittee on Ethics and El ections; and Senator Cow n

313-2174-03
Senate Joint Resolution No. 1172
A joint resolution proposing an anmendnment to
Section 5 of Article XI of the State
Constitution to revise requirenents for
ratification of proposed amendnents to the
State Constitution.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the follow ng anendnent to Section 5 of Article Xl
of the State Constitution is agreed to and shall be subnitted
to the electors of this state for approval or rejection at the
next general election or at an earlier special election
specifically authorized by law for that purpose:

ARTI CLE Xl
AVENDMENTS

SECTION 5. Anendnment or revision election.--

(a) A proposed anmendnent to or revision of this
constitution, or any part of it, shall be subnitted to the
el ectors at the next general election held nore than ninety
days after the joint resolution, initiative petition or report
of revision comr ssion, constitutional convention or taxation
and budget reform conmission proposing it is filed with the
custodi an of state records, unless, pursuant to |aw enacted by
the affirmative vote of three-fourths of the nenbership of
each house of the legislature and linmted to a single
anmendnent or revision, it is submitted at an earlier special
el ection held nore than ninety days after such filing.

(b) The legislature shall provide by general |aw,
prior to the holding of an election pursuant to this section
for the provision of a statenent to the public regarding the
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probabl e financial inpact of any anmendnent proposed by
initiative pursuant to section 3.

(c) Once in the tenth week, and once in the sixth week
i medi ately preceding the week in which the election is held,
t he proposed anendnment or revision, with notice of the date of
election at which it will be submtted to the electors, shal
be published in one newspaper of general circulation in each
county in which a newspaper is published.
(d) The proposed anendnent or revision shall becone

effective only if approved by vote of the electors, such vote

constituting a majority of the total votes cast at the

el ection.|f the proposed anendnent or revision is approved by
vete—of—the—eleetors, it shall be effective as an anendnent to
or revision of the constitution of the state on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in January follow ng the
el ection, or on such other date as may be specified in the
amendnent or revision

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the followi ng statenment be
pl aced on the ball ot:

CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDNMENT
ARTI CLE XI, SECTION 5

REQUI REMENTS FOR RATI FI CATI ON OF PROPCSED
CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENTS. - - Proposi ng an anendrment to the
State Constitution to require that a future anendnent or
revision to the State Constitution submitted for ratification
after January 4, 2005 nust be approved by a majority of the
el ectors voting on the matter, and that such vote nust
constitute a majority of the total votes cast in the election
however, an anendnent authorizing a new State tax or fee nust
still be approved by at |east two-thirds of the voters voting
in the election in which the proposed anendnent is considered.
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1172

The comittee substitute differs fromthe original bill in
that it: replaces the count na{ rity requirénent for ﬂassage
of a constitutional amendment with a requirenment that t
na{orlty vote on the anendnent constitute a majority of the
total votes cast at the election; nakes conform ng CThanges to
the ball ot sunmary.
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