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Florida Senate - 2003 CS for CS for SJR 1172 & SJR 1672

By the Committees on Judiciary; Ethics and El ections; and
Senators Cowi n and Posey

308-2380-03
Senate Joint Resolution No. 1172
A joint resolution proposing an anmendnment to
Section 5 of Article XI of the State
Constitution relating to the approval of
constitutional anendments.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the follow ng anendnent to Section 5 of Article Xl
of the State Constitution is agreed to and shall be subnitted
to the electors of this state for approval or rejection at the
next general election or at an earlier special election
specifically authorized by law for that purpose:

ARTI CLE Xl
AVENDMENTS

SECTION 5. Anendnment or revision election.--

(a) A proposed anmendnent to or revision of this
constitution, or any part of it, shall be subnitted to the
el ectors at the next general election held nore than ninety
days after the joint resolution, initiative petition or report
of revision comr ssion, constitutional convention or taxation
and budget reform conmission proposing it is filed with the
custodi an of state records, unless, pursuant to |aw enacted by
the affirmative vote of three-fourths of the nenbership of
each house of the legislature and linmted to a single
anmendnent or revision, it is submitted at an earlier special
el ection held nore than ninety days after such filing.

(b) The legislature shall provide by general |aw,
prior to the holding of an election pursuant to this section
for the provision of a statenent to the public regarding the
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probabl e financial inpact of any anmendnent proposed by
initiative pursuant to section 3.

(c) Once in the tenth week, and once in the sixth week
i medi ately preceding the week in which the election is held,
t he proposed anendnment or revision, with notice of the date of
election at which it will be submtted to the electors, shal
be published in one newspaper of general circulation in each
county in which a newspaper is published.

(d) If the proposed anendnent or revision is approved
by vote of the electors, it shall be effective as an anendnent
to or revision of the constitution of the state on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in January follow ng the
el ection, or on such other date as may be specified in the
amendnent or revision
(e) A proposed anendnent to or revision of this

constitution shall not be approved for placenent on the ball ot

unless it is determined by the Florida Suprene Court that the

proposed anendnent or revision either seeks to alter, anend,

or repeal an existing article or anendnent to the

constitution, addresses a fundanental right of a citizen of

this state, or seeks to create, inplenent, or otherw se change

a basic structure of the state governnent.
BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the foll owi ng amendnent be
pl aced on the ball ot:
CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDNMENT
ARTI CLE XI, SECTION 5
APPROVAL OF CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENTS. - - Pr oposi ng an
anmendnent to the State Constitution to prohibit the placenent

of a proposed constitutional anendnent or revision on the
ballot if it does not alter, anmend, or repeal an existing
article or anendnent to the constitution, address a
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1| fundanental right of a citizen of this state, or seek to

2| create, inplenent, or otherwi se change a basic structure of

3| state government, as determined by the Florida Suprene Court.
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8| Provides that the Suprene Court shall determ ne whether, for
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to alter, amend, or repeal an existing article or revision to

10| the constitution, addressing a fundanental right of a citizen
of the state, or seeking to create, 1 nplenent, or otherw se

11 | change a basic structurée of state governnent.
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