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HB 1177, Engrossed 1 2003

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the safety of children; providing a
popul ar nane; providing legislative intent; requiring
certain children to be enrolled in an early education or
child care program providing attendance and reporting
responsibilities of the child s parent or caregiver and of
the Fam |y Safety Program O fice of the Departnent of
Children and Fam |y Servi ces and comunity- based | ead
agencies; requiring certain site visits under certain
ci rcunstances; requiring reports of mssing children to be
made to | aw enforcenment authorities; requiring certain
notices to parents, caregivers, and the courts; requiring
the Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services, in
col l aboration with the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation, to
conduct a study relating to certain children being served
by the departnent’s Famly Safety Program O fice and
communi ty- based | ead agenci es; providing purposes of the
study; requiring conpilation of certain data; requiring
the identification of certain children; requiring an
anal ysis of the expansion required to cover certain
additional children and the costs associated with such
expansion; requiring the study of certain i ssues and
recommendations resulting fromsuch study; requiring a
report; anmending s. 411.01, F.S.; requiring that certain
children be given first priority for participation in the

school readi ness program providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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30 Section 1. Rilya Wlson Act; legislative intent;
31| requirenents; attendance and reporting responsibilities.--
32 (1) POPULAR NAME. --This section shall be known by the
33| popular nane the "Rilya WIlson Act."
34 (2) LEGQ SLATI VE | NTENT. --The Legi sl ature recogni zes t hat

35| children who are in the care of the state due to abuse, neglect,

36/ or exploitation are at increased risk of poor school performance

37| and other behavioral and social problens. It is the intent of

38| the Legislature that children who are currently in the care of

39| the state pursuant to chapter 39, Florida Statutes, be provided

40/ with an age-appropriate education programto help aneliorate the

41| negative consequences of abuse, neglect, or exploitation.
(3) REQUI REMENTS. --A child fromage 3 to school entry,

under court-ordered protective supervision or in the custody of

the Departnent of Children and Famly Services or a community-

G B & S

based | ead agency, and enrolled in a |licensed early education or

46| child care program nust be enrolled to participate in the

47 program 5 days a week. Notwi thstanding the requirenents of
48| section 39.202, Florida Statutes, the Departnent of Chil dren and
49| Famly Services is required to notify operators of the |icensed

50| early education or child care programsubject to the reporting

51| requirenents of this act of the enroll nent of any child from age

52| 3 to school entry, under court-ordered protective supervision or

53] in the custody of the Famly Safety Program O fice of the

54| Departnment of Children and Fam |y Services or a comunity-based

55| | ead agency. The case plan devel oped for a child pursuant to

56| chapter 39, Florida Statutes, who is enrolled in a |licensed
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57| early education or child care program nust contain the

58| participation in this programas a required action. An exenption

59| to participation in the |licensed early education or child care

60| program 5 days a week nay be granted by the court.
61 (4) ATTENDANCE AND REPORTI NG RESPONSI BI LI TI ES. - -
62 (a) A child who has been placed in a |licensed early

63| education or child care program and who neets the requirenents

64| of subsection (3) may not be withdrawn fromthe programw t hout

65| the prior approval of the Famly Safety Program Ofice of the

66| Departnent of Children and Fanmly Services or the comrunity-

67| based | ead agency.

68 (b)1. If a child who is covered by this section is absent

69| fromthe programon any day when he or she is supposed to be

70| present, the person with whomthe child resides, whether the

71| parent or caregiver, nust report the absence to the program by

72| the end of the business day. If the person with whomthe child

73| resides, whether the parent or caregiver, fails to tinely report

74] the absence, the absence is considered to be unexcused. The

75| licensed early education and child care programshall report any

76| unexcused absence or seven consecutive excused absences of a

77 child who is enrolled in the programand is covered by this act

78| to the Famly Safety Program Ofice of the Departnent of

791 Children and Fam |y Services by the end of the busi ness day

80| follow ng the unexcused absence or seven consecutive excused

81| absences.

82 2. The Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services or

83| community-based | ead agency shall conduct a site visit to the

84| residence of the child upon receiving a report fromthe |licensed

Page 3 of 8
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L OR 1 DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

O

HB 1177, Engrossed 1 2003

85| early education or child care programof two consecutive

86| unexcused absences or seven consecutive excused absences.

87 3. If the site visit results in a determ nation that the

88| child is mssing, the Departnent of Children and Fanily Services

89| or community-based | ead agency shall report the child as m ssing

90| to law enforcenent authorities and proceed with the necessary

91| actions to locate the child pursuant to the established

92| procedures devel oped for | ocating m ssing children.

93 4. |f the site visit results in a determ nation that the

94 child is not mssing, the parent or caregiver shall be notified

95| that failure to ensure the child attends the |licensed early

96| education or child care programis a violation of the case pl an.

97/ If nore than two site visits are conducted pursuant to this

98| subsection, staff shall initiate action to notify the court of

99| the parent's or caregiver’s nonconpliance with the case pl an.
100 Section 2. (1) The Departnent of Children and Fam |y
101| Services, in collaboration with the Agency for Wrkforce

102| I nnovation, shall conduct a study of the children being served

103| by the departnent's Famly Safety Program Ofice and the

104 comunity-based | ead agenci es pursuant to chapter 39, Florida

105 Statutes. The purpose of the study is to exam ne children from

106/ birth to school -entry age who have been abused, negl ected, or

107| abandoned and are under protective supervision or custody of the

108 Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services or the conmunity-

109| based | ead agencies and to determ ne the role participation in

110| licensed early education or child care prograns has in ensuring

111| the safety of these children
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112 (2) The study is to exam ne and provide the foll ow ng

113| i nfornmati on:

114 (a) A conpilation of data, including percentages, on

115/ children frombirth to school-entry age under protective

116| supervi sion or custody of the departnent or a community- based

117 | ead agency that conpares children enrolled in |licensed early

118/ education or child care prograns with children not enroll ed,

119| based on age, district, and type of placenent, including, but

120 not |limted to, foster care, relative caregiver, in-hone, and

121| nonrel ati ve pl acenents;

122 (b) The identification of children whose case pl ans

123| require the provision of an early education or child care

124 program including those for whom such service is not being
125| provided; and

126 (c) A description of the expansi on of prograns and

127| associated costs required for all children frombirth to school -

128| entry age to be served in licensed early education or child care

129| prograns based on specific age groups.

130 (3) The study shall explore and provi de recommendati ons

131 for the ways in which |licensed early education and child care

132| prograns can best assist in ensuring the safety of children form

133 birth to school -entry age under protective supervision or

134| custody of the departnent or a conmunity-based | ead agency. The

135/ study shall also exam ne whether |icensed child care or after

136/ school prograns can assist in ensuring the safety of children

137| between the age of school entry and 13 years under protective

138| supervision or custody of the Departnent of Children and Fam |y
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139| Services or a community-based | ead agency to provide

140\ reconmendations, if necessary.
141 (4) The Departnment of Children and Famly Services, in
142| coll aboration with the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation, shal

143| submit a report on the results of the study to the Presi dent of

144| the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the

145\ chairs of the appropriate substantive committees and

146 appropriation commttees by Decenber 31, 2003.

147 Section 3. Subsection (6) of section 411.01, Florida

148| Statutes, is anmended to read:

149 411.01 Florida Partnership for School Readi ness; schoo
150( readiness coalitions.--

151 (6) PROGRAM ELI @ BILITY.--The school readi ness program
152| shall be established for children under the age of kindergarten

153| eligibility. Priority for participation in the school readiness

154| programshall be given to children who are served by the Famly

155| Safety Program Ofice of the Departnent of Children and Fam |y

156 Services or a comunity-based | ead agency pursuant to chapter 39

157 and for whomchild care is needed to mnim ze risk of further

158| abuse, negl ect, or abandonnent. Oher eligible popul ations

159| include children who neet one or nore of the following criteria:

160 (a) Children under the age of kindergarten eligibility who
161| are:
162 1 Children determned to be-at+risk of abuse—neglect—or

163 Loi . | | L f the Famil Saf

164 g oY . Child I |
165| Serwvices—
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166 1.2— Children at risk of welfare dependency, including

167| econom cal ly di sadvantaged children, children of participants in
168/ the welfare transition program children of m grant farmwrkers,
169 and children of teen parents.

170 2.3~ Children of working famlies whose famly inconme does
171| not exceed 150 percent of the federal poverty |evel.

172 3.4~ Children for whomthe state is paying a relative

173| caregi ver paynent under s. 39.5085.

174 (b) Three-year-old children and 4-year-old children who
175 may not be econonically di sadvantaged but who have disabilities,
176| have been served in a specific part-tinme or conbination of part-
177| tinme exceptional education prograns with required speci al

178| services, aids, or equipnment, and were previously reported for
179 funding part tinme with the Florida Educati on Finance Program as
180| exceptional students.

181 (c) Economcally disadvantaged children, children with

182 disabilities, and children at risk of future school failure,

183 frombirth to 4 years of age, who are served at hone through

184| hone visitor progranms and intensive parent education prograns
185| such as the Florida First Start Program

186 (d) Children who neet federal and state requirenments for
187 eligibility for the m grant preschool program but who do not

188 neet the criteria of econom cally disadvant aged.

189
190| An "econom cal |y di sadvantaged"” child neans a child whose famly
191| incone is below 150 percent of the federal poverty |evel.

192 Notwi t hstandi ng any change in a famly's econom c status, but

193| subject to additional famly contributions in accordance with
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194| the sliding fee scale, a child who neets the eligibility
195| requirenments upon initial registration for the programshall be
196/ considered eligible until the child reaches ki ndergarten age.
197 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon beconming a | aw.
198
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