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HB 1201 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to guardian ad |litem services; creating s.
39.8225, F.S.; providing for guardian ad litem prograns in
each judicial circuit; authorizing contracts with private

or public entities for the provision of guardian ad |item

services; providing requirenents for statew de funding

standards; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 39.8225, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

39. 8225 Statew de system of representation.--

(1) Each judicial circuit shall have in operation a

programthat provides best-interest representation through

appoi ntnent of a guardian ad litemby the court to represent a

child in any child abuse, abandonnment, or negl ect judicial

proceedi ng, whether civil or crimnmnal.

(2) In selecting the entity responsible for providing

best -interest representation in each judicial circuit, the state

shal |l have the ability to contract with private or public

entities to provide guardian ad litem services. The public or

private entity nmust have appropriate expertise in representing

the rights of children taken into custody by the Departnment of

Children and Fam |y Servi ces.

St at ewi de fundi ng standards for prograns providi ng guardi an ad

litem services throughout the state shall be established in a

manner allowi ng sufficient flexibility to each judicial circuit
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30| to provide those services and spend contracted funds using a
31| nodel that best suits the needs of its own comunity.
32 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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