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Florida Senate - 2003 CS for SB 1216

By the Cormittee on Children and Fanilies; and Senator Bennett

300- 1889-03
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to donestic violence centers;
anmendi ng ss. 39.903 and 39.905, F.S.; renoving
a requirenent that the Departnent of Children
and Fanmily Services approve or reject
applications for funding received fromdonestic
vi ol ence centers; requiring the statew de
associ ati on under contract with the depart nment
to provide technical assistance to certified
donestic violence centers and to administer and
eval uate the services provided by the centers;
requiring the association to approve or reject
applications for funding; requiring that funds
be distributed to certified donmestic violence
centers according to a fornula approved by the
departnent; providing requirenents for
contracts between the statew de associ ati on and
certified donestic violence centers; providing
an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) and
subsection (7) of section 39.903, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

39.903 Duties and functions of the departnment with
respect to donestic violence.--

(1) The departnent shall

(c) Receive and approve or reject applications for
certification of domestic violence centers. —and+eceive—and
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any of the required services are exenpted fromcertification

by the departnent under s. 39.905(1)(c), the center shall not
receive funding for those services.

(7) The departnent shall contract with a statew de
associ ati on whose prinmary purpose is to represent and provide
techni cal assistance to certified domestic violence centers.
Thi s association shall inplenent, adm nister, and eval uate al

services provided by the certified centers. The associ ation

shal | receive and approve or reject applications for funding

of certified donmestic violence centers. \Wen approving fundi ng

for a newy certified donestic violence center, the

associ ati on shall nake every effort to nininize any adverse

econom ¢ i npact on existing certified centers or services

provided within the sane service area. In order to mnimze

duplication of services, the association shall nake every

effort to encourage subcontracting relationships with existing

centers within the sane service area. In distributing funds

all ocated by the Legislature for certified donestic viol ence

centers, the association shall use a formul a approved by the
departnent as specified in s. 39.905(7)(a).recerve—2perecent
of—the—Porestiec—Viotence—TFrust—und—tor—this—purpoese—

Section 2. Subsection (7) of section 39.905, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

39.905 Donestic violence centers. --
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(7)(a) Al funds collected and appropriated to the
donestic violence programfor certified donestic violence
centers shall be distributed annually by—the—departrwent—to
each—di-str+et according to an allocation fornula approved
determned by the departnent. In developing the fornula, the
factors of departrent—shat—econstder popul ation, the & rura

characteristics and geographi cal area faector, and the

i nci dence of donestic violence shall be consi dered.

(b) A contract between the statew de association a

egi-str+et- and a certified domestic violence center shal
contain provisions assuring the availability and geographic
accessibility of services throughout the district. For this
purpose, a center may distribute funds through subcontracts or
to center satellites, provided such arrangenents and any
subcontracts are approved by the statew de associ ation
thi-st+iet-.

Section 3. This act shall take effect January 1, 2004.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1216

Shifts the responsibility for receiving and approvi ng or
rejeptlnP t he donestic viol ence centers‘_aPpllcatlons for
funding fromthe departnent to the association (or Florida
Coal ition Agai nst Donestic Violence), including the
considerati on of funding of newy created centeéers.

Changes the references to departnent's role in contracting
wth the donestic violence centers to the association's role.
Adds i npl enentation of services to the required
responsibilities of the association.
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