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Florida Senate - 2003 SB 1252

By Senator Bennett

21-946- 03
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to nursing hones; allow ng
nursi ng hones to convert beds to alternative
uses as specified; providing restrictions on
uses of fundi ng under assisted-living Medicaid
wai vers; providing procedures; providing for
the applicability of certain fire and
|ife-safety codes; providing applicability of
certain laws; requiring a nursing honme to
submt a request to the Agency for Health Care
Adm ni stration; providing conditions for
di sapprovi ng such a request; providing for
periodic review, providing for retention of
nursi ng- hone licensure for converted beds;
providing for reconversion of the beds;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Alternative uses of nursing hone beds;

funding linmtations; applicable codes and requirenents;

procedur es; reconversion. --

(1) It is the intent of the Legislature to all ow

nursing hone facilities to use licensed nursing hone facility

beds for alternative uses other than nursing hone care for

ext ended periods of tine exceeding 48 hours.

(2) A nursing hone may use a contiguous portion of the

nursing hone facility to neet the needs of the elderly through

the use of less restrictive and |l ess institutional nethods of

long-termcare, including, but not limted to, adult day care,
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assisted living, extended congregate care, or limted nursing

services as defined in section 400.402, Florida Statutes.

(3) Funding under assisted living Medicaid waivers for

nursing hone facility beds that are used to provide extended

congregate care or limted nursing services under this section

may be provided only for residents who have resided in the

nursing hone facility for a mninmumof 90 consecutive days.

(4) Nursing hone facility beds that are used in

providing alternative services nay share conmon areas

services, and staff with beds that are designated for nursing

hone care. Fire codes and life safety codes applicable to

nursing hone facilities also apply to beds used for

alternative purposes under this section. Any alternative use

nmust neet other requirenents specified by law for that use

(5) In order to take beds out of service for nursing

hone care and use themto provide alternative services under

this section, a nursing hone nust subnit a request for

approval to the Agency for Health Care Adninistration. The

agency shall approve the request unless it deternines that

such action will adversely affect access to nursing hone care

in the geographical area in which the nursing hone is | ocated.

The agency shall review the request for alternative use at

each annual |icense renewal .

(6) A nursing hone facility that converts beds to an

alternative use under this section retains its |icense for al

of the nursing honme facility beds and may return those beds to

nur si ng hone operati on upon notice to the agency.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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2 SENATE SUMVARY

3 Al l ows nursing hone facilities to convert beds to
alternative uSes that neet the needs of the elderly for

4 other forns of long-termcare. Provides restrictions on
usi ng funds under assisted-living Medicaid walvers.

5 Al'l ows beds_ used for alternative purposes to share common
areas, services, and staff with other beds in the nursing

6 hone. Provides that fire codes and |ife-safety codes
aﬂply to converted beds, Provides that |laws applicable to

7 the respective alternative uses apply to the converted
beds. Requires the nursing hone to apply to the Agency

8 for Health Care Adm nistration for permission to convert.
Requires the agency. to approve except in specified

9 ci rcunstances. Praovides tfor agency review of the
conversion. Provides that a nursing honme facility that

10 converts sone of its beds retains a nursing hone’|license
for those beds and may return themto nursing-hone

11 operati on upon notice to the agency.
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