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Florida Senate - 2003 CS for SB"s 1254 & 1662

By the Committee on Education; and Senators Aronberg and
Saunder s

304- 2425-03
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to school district and charter
school enpl oyees and contractors; anending s.
1012.32, F.S.; requiring both instructional and
noni nstructional personnel of charter schools
to file fingerprints with the school board of
the district within which the charter school is
| ocated; providing that contractors have the
sane probationary status as enpl oyees;
providing duties of the Departnment of Law
Enforcenment with respect to retention and
search of fingerprint records subnmtted on
behal f of school enployees and contractors;
providing duties of school districts and
charter schools; providing for fees; providing
an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 1012.32, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1012.32 CQualifications of personnel. --

(2)(a) Instructional and noninstructional personne
who are hired to fill positions requiring direct contact with
students in any district school systemor university |ab
school shall, upon enploynent, file a conplete set of
fingerprints taken by an authorized | aw enforcenent officer or
an enpl oyee of the school or district who is trained to take
fingerprints. Instructional and noninstructional personnel who

are hired or contracted to fill positions in any charter

school and nenbers of the governing board of any charter
1
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school, in conpliance with s. 1002.33(12)(g), shall, upon

enpl oynent, engagenent of services, or appointrment, file with
the district school board for the district in which the
charter school is |located a conplete set of fingerprints taken

by an aut hori zed | aw enforcenent officer or an enpl oyee of the

school or district who is trained to take fingerprints. These

fingerprints shall be submitted to the Departnent of Law
Enforcenent for state processing and to the Federal Bureau of
I nvestigation for federal processing. The new enpl oyees or
contractors shall be on probationary status pending
fingerprint processing and deternination of conpliance with
standards of good noral character. Enployees or contractors

found through fingerprint processing to have been convicted of
a crime involving noral turpitude shall not be enpl oyed or
engaged to provide services in any position requiring direct

contact with students. Probationary enpl oyees or contractors

term nat ed because of their criminal record shall have the
right to appeal such decisions. The cost of the fingerprint
processing may be borne by the district school board, the

charter school,or the enpl oyee, or the contractor

(b) Personnel who have been fingerprinted or screened
pursuant to this subsection and who have not been unenpl oyed
or unengaged to provide services in a public or charter schoo

for nmore than 90 days shall not be required to be
refingerprinted or rescreened in order to conply with the
requi rements of this subsection

(c) Beginning July 1, 2003, all fingerprints submtted

to the Departnent of Law Enforcenent as required by paragraph

(a), shall be retained by the Departnent of Law Enforcenent

and entered in the statew de autonmated fingerprint
identification systemauthorized by s. 943.05(2)(b). Such
2
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fingerprints shall thereafter be available for all purposes

and uses authorized for arrest fingerprint cards entered in

the statewide automated fingerprint identification system
pursuant to s. 943. 051

(d) Begi nning Decenber 15, 2004, the Departnent of Law
Enforcenent shall search all arrest fingerprint cards received

pursuant to s. 943.051 against the fingerprints retained in

the statewide automated fingerprint identification system

pursuant to paragraph (c). Any arrest records that are thus

identified with the retai ned enpl oyee or contractor

fingerprints will be reported to the enpl oying school district

or, in the case of a charter school, to the school district in

whi ch the charter school is |ocated. Each school district and

charter school is required to participate in this search

process by paynent of an annual fee to the Departnent of Law

Enforcenent and by infornming the Departnent of Law Enforcenent

of any change in the enploynent or contractual status or place

of enpl oynent or provision of services of its instructional

and noni nstructional personnel whose fingerprints are retained

pursuant to paragraph (c). The Departnent of Law Enf orcenent

shal|l establish by rule the anount of the annual fee to be

i mposed upon each school district and charter school for

perforning these searches, and procedures for the retention of

enpl oyee and contractor fingerprints and the di ssenination of

search results. The fee nay be paid by the district schoo

board, the charter school, the enpl oyee, or the contractor
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
2 SB's 1254 and 1662
3
4| The committee substitute conbines Senate bills 1254 and 1662.
5| The commttee substitute requires, beginning JUI% 1, 2003, al
fingerprints submtted to the Departnent of "Law Enforcenent
6 | for “personnel haV|n? direct contact with students in a
di strict school system wuniversity |l ab school, or charter
7| school, be entered into a statew de automated fin erPrlnt
identification system Beglnnlnﬂ Decenber 15, 20024, the
8 | Department of Law Enforcenent shal| search all arrest
fingerprint cards for a match in the system Any natches shal
91| be rePorted to the enploying school district orlcharter
school . Each school district or charter school is required to
10 ay a fee to participate in the systemwhich may be passed on
o the enpl oyee. The school district or charter’ school nust
11 | report any change in enploynent for personnel whose
fingerprints are in the system The partnment of Law
12 | Enforcenent shall establish the fee by rule.
13| The conmittee substitute requires all charter schoo
personnel, including contractors with a charter school, to
14 | undergo a flnPerprlnt check taken by an authorized law .
enforcenent officer or an enpl oyee of the school or district
15| who is trained to take fingerprints.
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