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HB 1287 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to crimnal offenses; creating s.

775.0847, F.S.; providing for the reclassification of
felonies conmtted against the elderly or disabled;
anmending s. 784.08, F.S.; providing for the

recl assification of m sdeneanors commtted agai nst persons
65 years of age or older; anending s. 812.0145, F.S.
providing for a mandatory term of inprisonnent for certain
t hefts agai nst persons 65 years of age or ol der; anending
s. 825.103, F.S.; providing for a mandatory term of

i mprisonment for certain acts of exploitation against an
el derly person or disabled adult; providing an effective

dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. This act may be cited as "The Seniors' Safety
Act of 2003."

Section 2. Section 775.0847, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

775.0847 Felonies comnitted against the elderly or

di sabl ed; reclassification of offenses.--Wenever a person is

charged with commtting a felony offense upon a person 65 years

of age or older or an elderly person or disabled adult as

defined in chapter 825, regardl ess of whether he or she knows or

has reason to know the age, infirmty, or disability of the

victim the offense for which the person is charged shall be

reclassified as foll ows:

(1) In the case of a felony of the third degree, the

offense is reclassified to a felony of the second degree.
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HB 1287 2003
(2) In the case of a felony of the second degree, the

offense is reclassified to a felony of the first degree.

(3) In the case of a felony of the first degree, the

offense is reclassified to a felony of the first degree,

puni shable by life inprisonnent.
Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 784.08, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:

784.08 Assault or battery on persons 65 years of age or
ol der; reclassification of offenses; m ninmm sentence.- -

(2) \Wenever a person is charged with commtting an
assault er—aggravated—assautt or a battery er—aggravated-battery
upon a person 65 years of age or ol der, regardl ess of whether he
or she knows or has reason to know the age of the victim the
of fense for which the person is charged shall be reclassified as

foll ows:

(a)ee)r In the case of battery, froma m sdeneanor of the
first degree to a felony of the third degree.

(b)) In the case of assault, froma m sdeneanor of the
second degree to a m sdeneanor of the first degree.

Section 4. Subsection (2) of section 812.0145, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

812.0145 Theft from persons 65 years of age or ol der;
recl assification of offenses.--

(2) Notw thstanding any other provision of law, if the

funds, assets, or property involved in a theft froma person 65

years of age or older is valued at $10,000 or nore, the court

Page 2 of 4

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




F L ORIl D A H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

O

61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90

HB 1287 2003
must sentence the offender to a nandatory m ni nrum sentence of 3

years' inprisonnent. However, the mandatory term of

i nprisonment does not apply to the theft of one or nobre notor

vehi cl es, regardl ess of associated val ue. \Wienever—a—person—is

(a) This subsection does not prevent a court from.inposing

a greater sentence of incarceration as authorized by | aw. H—the

(b) If the mnimum mandatory terns of i nprisonnent inposed

pursuant to this section exceed the naxi num sentences authori zed
by s. 775.082, s. 775.084, or the Crimnal Puni shnent Code under
chapter 921, the nmandatory m ni num sentence nust be inposed. |If

the mandatory mninumterns of inprisonnment pursuant to this

section are |l ess than the sentences that could be inposed as
aut hori zed by s. 775.082, s. 775.084, or the Crim nal Puni shnent

Code under chapter 921, the sentence inposed by the court nust

i nclude the mandatory mininmumterm of inprisonment as required

in this section. Hthe funds,—assets—or propertyinvolvedin
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Section 5. Subsections (3) and (4) are added to section
825.103, Florida Statutes, to read:
825.103 Exploitation of an elderly person or disabled

adult; penalties.--

(3) Notwithstandi ng any other provision of law, if the

funds, assets, or property involved in the exploitation of an

el derly person or a disabled adult is valued at $10,000 or nore,

the court nmust sentence the offender to a mandatory m ni hrum

sentence of 3 years' |inprisonnent.

(4) Nothing in this subsection prevents a court from

i nposing a greater sentence of incarceration as authorized by

law. |If the m ni num nmandatory terns of inprisonnent inposed

pursuant to this section exceed the naxi num sentences authori zed
by s. 775.082, s. 775.084, or the Crimnal Puni shnent Code under
chapter 921, the nmandatory m ni num sentence nust be inposed. |If

the mandatory mninumterns of inprisonnent pursuant to this

section are |l ess than the sentences that could be inposed as
aut horized by s. 775.082, s. 775.084, or the Crim nal Puni shnment

Code under chapter 921, the sentence inposed by the court nust

i nclude the mandatory minimumterm of inprisonnent as required

in this section.
Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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