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HJR 1295 2003
House Joi nt Resol uti on No.

A joint resolution proposing an anendnent to Section 1 of
Article I X of the State Constitution, as anended, relating
to public education, to repeal requirenents relating to

t he maxi mum nunber of students who may be assigned to each
public school classroomfor students in prekindergarten

t hrough grade 12.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the foll owi ng anendnent to Section 1 of Article |IX of
the State Constitution, as anended in 2002, is agreed to and
shall be submitted to the electors of this state for approval or
rejection at a special election specifically authorized by |aw
for that purpose, and, if approved, the anendnent shall take
ef fect upon becom ng a | aw

ARTI CLE | X
EDUCATI ON

SECTION 1. Public education.--

(a) The education of children is a fundanmental val ue of
the people of the State of Florida. It is, therefore, a
paranount duty of the state to nake adequate provision for the
education of all children residing within its borders. Adequate
provi sion shall be made by law for a uniform efficient, safe,
secure, and high quality system of free public schools that
al l ows students to obtain a high quality education and for the

establ i shnent, nmaintenance, and operation of institutions of

hi gher | earning and other public education prograns that the
needs of the people may require. Fo—assurethat—children
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(b) Every four-year old child in Florida shall be provided

by the State a high quality pre-kindergarten |earning
opportunity in the formof an early chil dhood devel opnent and
educati on program which shall be voluntary, high quality, free,
and delivered according to professionally accepted standards. An
early chil dhood devel opnment and educati on program nmeans an
organi zed program desi gned to address and enhance each child's

ability to make age appropriate progress in an appropriate range
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of settings in the devel opnent of |anguage and cognitive

capabilities and enotional, social, regulatory and noral
capacities through education in basic skills and such ot her
skills as the Legislature may determ ne to be appropriate.

(c) The early childhood education and devel opnent prograns
provi ded by reason of subparagraph (b) shall be inplenented no
| ater than the begi nning of the 2005 school year through funds
generated in addition to those used for existing education,
heal t h, and devel opnent prograns. Existing education, health,
and devel opnment prograns are those funded by the State as of
January 1, 2002 that provided for child or adult education,
health care, or devel opnent.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the follow ng statenent be
pl aced on the ballot:

MAXI MUM CLASS SI ZES

Proposes an anendnent to Section 1 of Article I X of the
State Constitution to repeal class-size requirenents that apply
to public school classroons for students in prekindergarten

t hrough grade 12.
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