Florida Senate - 2003 SB 130
By Senat or Canpbel

32-165-03

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to cross-reporting of violence;
3 anendi ng ss. 39.201 and 828.073, F.S.

4 requiring animal control officers or other

5 agents appoi nted under s. 828.03, F.S., to

6 report known or suspected child abuse,

7 abandonnent, or neglect; requiring a training

8 conponent; reenacting ss. 39.202(4) and

9 39.205(1), F.S., relating to reporting child

10 abuse, to incorporate the anmendnent to s.

11 39.201, F.S., in references thereto; providing
12 a penalty; creating s. 39.208, F.S.; requiring
13 persons who are required to report or

14 i nvestigate child abuse, abandonnent, or

15 negl ect under ch. 39, F.S., to report known or
16 suspect ed ani mal abuse, neglect, cruelty, or

17 abandonnent; specifying information to be

18 reported; providing a penalty; requiring a

19 trai ning conponent; providing an effective
20 dat e.
21
22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
23
24 Section 1. Subsection (1) and paragraph (b) of
25 | subsection (2) of section 39.201, Florida Statutes, are
26 | anended to read:
27 39.201 Mandatory reports of child abuse, abandonnent,
28 | or neglect; mandatory reports of death; central abuse
29 | hotline.--
30 (1) Any person, including, but not linmted to, any:
31
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5201
(a) Physician, osteopathic physician, nedical
exam ner, chiropractic physician, nurse, or hospital personne
engaged in the adm ssion, examination, care, or treatnent of
per sons;
(b) Health or nental health professional other than
one listed in paragraph (a);
(c) Practitioner who relies solely on spiritual neans
for healing;
(d) School teacher or other school official or
per sonnel
(e) Social worker, day care center worker, or other
professional child care, foster care, residential, or
i nstitutional worker;
(f) Aninal control officer or other agent appointed
under s. 828.03;
(9g) tH)> Law enforcenment officer; or

(h) tg) Judge,

who knows, or has reasonabl e cause to suspect, that a child is
abused, abandoned, or neglected by a parent, |egal custodi an
caregiver, or other person responsible for the child' s welfare
shal | report such know edge or suspicion to the departnent in
t he manner prescribed in subsection (2).

(2)

(b) The departnent nust consider valid and accept for
i nvestigation any report received by the central abuse hotline
froma judge, teacher or other professional school official
or physician, as specified in paragraph (1)(a), paragraph
(1) (d), or paragraph(l)(h)tt{eg)y, who is acting in his or her
prof essi onal capacity, alleging harmas defined in s. 39.01
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Section 2. For the purpose of incorporating the
amendnent to section 39.201, Florida Statutes, in a reference
thereto, subsection (4) of section 39.202, Florida Statutes,
is reenacted to read:

39.202 Confidentiality of reports and records in cases
of child abuse or neglect.--

(4) The nane of any person reporting child abuse,
abandonnent, or neglect nay not be rel eased to any person
ot her than enpl oyees of the departnent responsible for child
protective services, the central abuse hotline, |aw
enforcenent, the child protection team or the appropriate
state attorney, without the witten consent of the person
reporting. This does not prohibit the subpoenai ng of a person
reporting child abuse, abandonnment, or negl ect when deened
necessary by the court, the state attorney, or the departnent,
provided the fact that such person nade the report is not
di scl osed. Any person who reports a case of child abuse or
negl ect nay, at the tine he or she nakes the report, request
that the departnent notify himor her that a child protective
i nvestigation occurred as a result of the report. Any person
specifically listed in s. 39.201(1) who makes a report in his
or her official capacity may al so request a witten sumary of
the outcone of the investigation. The departnent shall nai
such a notice to the reporter within 10 days after conpleting
the child protective investigation.

Section 3. For the purpose of incorporating the
amendnent to section 39.201, Florida Statutes, in a reference
thereto, subsection (1) of section 39.205, Florida Statutes,
is reenacted to read:

39.205 Penalties relating to reporting of child abuse,
abandonnent, or neglect. --
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1 (1) A person who is required to report known or

2 | suspected child abuse, abandonnent, or neglect and who

3| knowingly and willfully fails to do so, or who know ngly and
41 willfully prevents another person fromdoing so, is guilty of
5] a m sdeneanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in
6|s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. A judge subject to discipline

7| pursuant to s. 12, Art. V of the Florida Constitution shall
8 | not be subject to crimnal prosecution when the information
9| was received in the course of official duties.

10 Section 4. Section 39.208, Florida Statutes, is

11 | created to read:

12 39.208 Reports of abuse, neglect, cruelty, or

13 | abandonnent of an aninmal required.--

14 (1) Any person who is required to report or

15| investigate child abuse, abandonnent, or neglect, except

16 | judges, who in the course of his or her job knows or has

17 | reasonabl e cause to suspect that abuse, neglect, cruelty, or
18 | abandonnent of an ani mal has occurred shall report such

19 | knowl edge or suspicion, within 24 hours, to the local animm
20 | control officer or other agent appointed under s. 828.03. If
21| no such local officer or agent exists, the report shall be
22 | rade to the | aw enforcenent agency that has jurisdictiona

23 | responsibility.

24 (2) The report nmust include the follow ng i nformation
25 (a) A description of the aninal

26 (b) A description of any injury, cruelty, or abuse of
27 | the animal, including any evidence of prior injury, cruelty,
28 | or abuse of the aninmal or of other animals.

29 (c) Any evidence of neglect or abandonnent of the

30| animal, including any evidence of prior neglect or abandonnent
31| of the animal or of other aninals.
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(d) The nane and address of the person or persons

al l eged to be responsible for causing the injury, abuse,

negl ect, cruelty, or abandonnment of the ani mal

(e) The source of the report.

(f) Any action taken by the reporting source with

regard to the injury, abuse, neglect, cruelty, or abandonment

of the aninal.

(g) The nane, address, and tel ephone nunber of the

person naki ng the report.

(3) A person who is required to report known or

suspect ed abuse, neglect, cruelty, or abandonnent of an anim

and who knowingly and willfully fails to do so conmits a

m sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or s. 775.083.
(4) The departnent's training programfor persons who

are required to investigate child abuse, abandonnent, or

negl ect shall include training in the detection of ani na

abuse, neglect, cruelty, and abandonnent.
Section 5. Subsection (8) is added to section 828.073,
Fl orida Statutes, to read

828.073 Animals found in distress; when agent nay take
charge; hearing; disposition; sale.--
(8) Any person authorized to enforce the provisions of

this section who knows, or has reasonabl e cause to suspect,

that a child is or has been a victi mof abuse, abandonnent,

negl ect, or donestic violence shall inmediately report such

know edge or suspicion to the Departnent of Children and

Fam |y Services as provided in s. 39.201. The training course

required for county-enpl oyed animal control officers and

nmuni ci pal - enpl oyed ani mal control officers, pursuant to s.
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828. 27(4), shall include training in the detection of child

abuse, negl ect, and abandonnent.

Section 6. This act shall take effect October 1, 2003.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Adds ani mal -control officers and ot her agents appointed
under s. 828.03, F.S., to the |list of those who nust
report known or suspected child abuse, abandonnent, or
negl ect. Provides a penalty. Requires persons who mnust
report or investigate child abuse, abandonnent, or
negl ect under ch. 39, F.S., to report known or suspected
ani mal abuse, neglect, cruelty, or abandonnent. Specifies
{nfprnatlon to be reported. Provides a penalty. Requires
raining.

6

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




