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HB 1305 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to the Fish and WIldlife Conservation
Commi ssi on; anending s. 20.331, F.S.; creating an Ofice
of Boating and Wat erways; assigning duties to such office;
amendi ng s. 206.606, F.S.; providing for transfer of
nmoneys fromthe Fuel Tax Collection Trust Fund to the

Mari ne Resources Conservation Trust Fund; anending s.
370.0603, F.S.; including boating and boating-rel ated
activities, progranms, and | aw enforcenment under purposes
of the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund; providing
for the uses of the funds transferred fromthe Fuel Tax
Coll ection Trust Fund; creating s. 327.47, F.S.; providing
for conpetitive grant prograns devel oped and adm ni stered
by the comm ssion; authorizing the comm ssion to adopt

rul es; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 20.331, Florida
Statutes, is anended, and paragraph (e) is added to subsection
(5) of said section, to read:

20.331 Fish and WIdlife Conservation Conm ssion. - -

(3) The following administrative units are established
wi thin the conmm ssion:

(a) Division of Adm nistrative Services.

(b) Division of Law Enforcenent.

(c) Dvision of Freshwater Fisheries.

(d) Division of Marine Fisheries.

(e) Division of Wldlife.

(f) Florida Mari ne Research Institute.
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The bureaus and offices of the Gane and Fresh Water Fi sh
Comm ssion existing on February 1, 1999, are established within

the Fish and WIldlife Conservati on Comm ssion. There is created

wthin the comm ssion an Ofice of Boati ng and Wat erways.

(5) In further exercise of its duties, the Fish and
Wl dlife Conservation Comm ssion:

(e) Shall assign to the Ofice of Boating and Wat erways

such powers, duties, responsibilities, and functions as are

necessary to manage and pronote the use of state waterways for

safe and enj oyabl e boating, including oversight and coordi nati on

of waterway narkers on state waters, providing prograns for

boati ng educati on and boating safety, inproving boating access,

coordinating the renoval of derelict vessels fromstate waters,

econoni ¢ devel opnent initiatives to pronote boating in this

state, and coordinating the subm ssion of state conments on

mari ne events.

Section 2. Paragraph (d) is added to subsection (1) of
section 206.606, Florida Statutes, to read:

206.606 Distribution of certain proceeds. --

(1) Moneys collected pursuant to ss. 206.41(1)(g) and
206.87(1)(e) shall be deposited in the Fuel Tax Collection Trust
Fund. Such noneys, after deducting the service charges inposed
by s. 215.20, the refunds granted pursuant to s. 206.41, and the
adm ni strative costs incurred by the departnent in collecting,
adm ni stering, enforcing, and distributing the tax, which
adm ni strative costs nmay not exceed 2 percent of collections,
shall be distributed nonthly to the State Transportation Trust
Fund, except that:
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(d) Mneys collected fromsales at mari nas shall be

transferred to the Mari ne Resources Conservation Trust Fund in

the Fish and Wldlife Conservation Conm ssion as foll ows:

1. $5.0 mllion in fiscal year 2003-2004.

2. $8.5 mllion in fiscal year 2004- 2005

3. $10.9 mllion in fiscal year 2005-2006.

4. $13.4 mllion in fiscal year 2006-2007 and each fisca
year thereafter.

Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 370.0603, Florida
Statutes, is anended, and subsection (4) is added to said

section, to read:
370. 0603 Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund;
pur poses. - -
(1) The Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund within

the Fish and Wldlife Conservati on Comm ssion shall serve as a

boating-related activities and shall be adm nistered by the

comm ssion for the purposes of:

(a) Funding for marine and boating research.

(b) Funding for fishery enhancenent, including, but not
limted to, fishery statistics devel opnent, artificial reefs,
and fish hatcheries.

(c) Funding for marine | aw enforcenent.

(d) Funding for admnistration of |icensing prograns for
recreational fishing, saltwater products sales, and rel ated
i nformation and education activities.

(e) Funding for the operations of the Fish and Wldlife
Conservati on Conmi ssion.

(f) Funding for titling and registration of vessels.
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(g) Funding for marine turtle protection, research, and

recovery activities fromrevenues that are specifically credited
to the trust fund for these purposes.

(h) Funding activities for rehabilitation of oyster
harvesting areas from which special oyster surcharge fees are
coll ected, including relaying and transplanting |ive oysters.

(i) Funding for boating-related activities, boating-

related prograns, and | aw enforcenent on all waters of this

state.
(4) Funds provided to the Mari ne Resources Conservation

Trust Fund fromtaxes distributed under s. 206. 606 shall be used

for the foll ow ng purposes:

(a) To provide additional water-related | aw enforcenent,

i ncl udi ng enforcenent of |aws and regul ations related to the

protection of nanat ees.

(b) Placenent of uniformwaterway nmarkers on state waters.

(c) To provide funding for constructi on and nmai nt enance of

publicly owned boat ranps, piers, and docks, directly and

t hrough grants to counties and nunicipalities.

(d) Inplenmentation and adm ni stration of prograns,

i ncl udi ng conpetitive grant prograns, related to boating safety,

boat i ng educati on, nmanatee techni cal avoi dance technol ogy, and

econoni ¢ devel opnment initiatives to pronote boating in the

st at e.

(e) Qher activities of the Ofice of Boating and

WAt er ways.

Section 4. Section 327.47, Florida Statutes, is created to
read:
327.47 Conpetitive grant program--The conm ssi on shal

devel op and adm ni ster conpetitive grant prograns to use funds
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transferred pursuant to s. 206.606(1)(d) for the construction

and mai nt enance of publicly owed boat ranps, piers, and docks,

boat er educati on, deploynent of manatee avoi dance technol ogy,

and econoni ¢ devel opnent initiatives to pronote boating in the

state. The conmm ssion nmay adopt rules pursuant to chapter 120 to

adm ni ster this section.
Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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