F L OR 1 D A H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

O

N o o~ wWwN

(o]

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

HB 1311 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to physician assistants; anendi ng ss.

458. 347 and 459.022, F.S.; requiring additional continuing
nmedi cal education in the clinical and | egal aspects of
prescribing controll ed substances; renoving controlled
substances fromthe formulary of nedicinal drugs a
physi ci an assi stant nay not prescribe; anending s. 893.02,
F.S.; including physician assistants in the definition of
“practitioner” under ch. 893, F.S., to authorize themto
prescri be controll ed substances; providing an effective

dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraphs (e) and (f) of subsection (4) of
section 458.347, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

458. 347 Physi ci an assi stants. --

(4) PERFORVANCE OF PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANTS. - -

(e) A supervisory physician nay delegate to a fully
| i censed physician assistant the authority to prescribe any
medi cation used in the supervisory physician's practice unl ess
such nedication is listed on the fornulary created pursuant to
paragraph (f). A fully licensed physician assistant nmay only
prescri be such nedi cati on under the foll owi ng circunstances:

1. A physician assistant nust clearly identify to the
patient that he or she is a physician assistant. Furthernore,
t he physician assistant nust informthe patient that the patient
has the right to see the physician prior to any prescription

bei ng prescribed by the physician assistant.
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HB 1311 2003
2. The supervisory physician nmust notify the departnent of

his or her intent to delegate, on a departnent-approved form
bef ore del egati ng such authority and notify the departnent of
any change in prescriptive privileges of the physician

assi stant.

3. The physician assistant nust file with the departnent,
bef ore commencing to prescribe, evidence that he or she has
conpl eted a continuing nedical education course of at least 5 3
cl assroom hours in prescriptive practice, conducted by an
accredi ted program approved by the boards, which course covers
the limtations, responsibilities, and privileges involved in

prescribing nmedicinal drugs and the clinical and | egal aspects

of prescribing controlled substances, or evidence that he or she

has recei ved educati on conparable to the continui ng education
course as part of an accredited physician assistant training
program

4. The physician assistant nust file with the departnent,
bef ore commencing to prescribe, evidence that the physician
assistant has a mninmumof 3 nonths of clinical experience in
the specialty area of the supervising physician.

5. The physician assistant nust file with the departnment a
signed affidavit that he or she has conpleted a m ni nrum of 10
conti nui ng medi cal education hours in the specialty practice in
whi ch the physician assistant has prescriptive privileges and 2

conti nui ng nedi cal education hours in the clinical and | ega

aspects of prescribing controll ed substances with each |icensure

renewal application.
6. The departnent shall issue a |icense and a prescriber

nunber to the physician assistant granting authority for the
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prescribing of nedicinal drugs authorized within this paragraph

upon conpl etion of the foregoing requirenents.

7. The prescription nust be witten in a formthat
conplies with chapter 499 and nust contain, in addition to the
supervi sory physician's nanme, address, and tel ephone nunber, the
physi ci an assistant's prescriber nunber. Unless it is a drug
sanpl e di spensed by the physician assistant, the prescription
must be filled in a pharmacy permtted under chapter 465 and
nmust be di spensed in that pharmacy by a pharnacist |icensed
under chapter 465. The appearance of the prescriber nunber
creates a presunption that the physician assistant is authorized
to prescribe the nedicinal drug and the prescription is valid.

8. The physician assistant nust note the prescription in
t he appropriate nedical record, and the supervisory physician
must review and sign each notation. For dispensing purposes
only, the failure of the supervisory physician to conply with
these requirenents does not affect the validity of the
prescription.

9. This paragraph does not prohibit a supervisory
physi cian fromdel egating to a physician assistant the authority
to order nedication for a hospitalized patient of the

supervi sory physi ci an.

Thi s paragraph does not apply to facilities licensed pursuant to
chapter 395.

(f)1. The council shall establish a fornulary of medicinal
drugs that a fully Iicensed physician assistant, |icensed under
this section or s. 459.022, may not prescribe. The formnul ary

nust i nclude controlled substancesasdefinedin-chapter 893

anti psychotics, general anesthetics and radi ographi c contrast
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materials, and all parenteral preparations except insulin and

epi nephri ne.

2. In establishing the fornulary, the council shal
consult with a pharmaci st |icensed under chapter 465, but not
licensed under this chapter or chapter 459, who shall be
selected by the Secretary of Health.

3. Only the council shall add to, delete from or nodify
the formulary. Any person who requests an addition, deletion, or
nodi fication of a nmedicinal drug listed on such fornulary has
t he burden of proof to show cause why such addition, deletion,
or nodification should be nade.

4. The boards shall adopt the fornulary required by this
par agr aph, and each addition, deletion, or nodification to the
forrmul ary, by rule. Notw thstandi ng any provision of chapter 120
to the contrary, the formulary rule shall be effective 60 days
after the date it is filed with the Secretary of State. Upon
adoption of the fornmulary, the departnent shall mail a copy of
such fornmulary to each fully licensed physician assistant,
Iicensed under this section or s. 459.022, and to each pharmacy
licensed by the state. The boards shall establish, by rule, a
fee not to exceed $200 to fund the provisions of this paragraph
and paragraph (e).

Section 2. Paragraph (e) of subsection (4) of section
459. 022, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

459. 022 Physician assistants. --

(4) PERFORMANCE OF PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANTS. - -

(e) A supervisory physician may delegate to a fully
| i censed physician assistant the authority to prescribe any
nmedi cation used in the supervisory physician's practice unless

such nedication is listed on the fornulary created pursuant to
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s. 458.347. A fully licensed physician assistant may only

prescribe such nedication under the follow ng circunstances:

1. A physician assistant nust clearly identify to the
patient that she or he is a physician assistant. Furthernore,

t he physician assistant nust informthe patient that the patient
has the right to see the physician prior to any prescription
bei ng prescribed by the physician assistant.

2. The supervisory physician nust notify the departnent of
her or his intent to del egate, on a departnent-approved form
bef ore del egating such authority and notify the departnent of
any change in prescriptive privileges of the physician
assi stant.

3. The physician assistant nust file with the departnent,
bef ore conmencing to prescribe, evidence that she or he has
conpl eted a continuing nedi cal education course of at least 5 3
cl assroom hours in prescriptive practice, conducted by an
accredited program approved by the boards, which course covers
the limtations, responsibilities, and privileges involved in

prescribing nedicinal drugs and the clinical and | egal aspects

of prescribing controll ed substances, or evidence that she or he

has recei ved educati on conparable to the continui ng education
course as part of an accredited physician assistant training
program

4. The physician assistant nmust file with the departnent,
bef ore commencing to prescribe, evidence that the physician
assistant has a mnimumof 3 nonths of clinical experience in
the specialty area of the supervising physician.

5. The physician assistant nust file wth the departnent a
signed affidavit that she or he has conpleted a mninmum of 10

conti nui ng medi cal education hours in the specialty practice in
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whi ch the physician assi stant has prescriptive privileges and 2

continui ng nedi cal education hours in the clinical and | egal

aspects of prescribing controll ed substances with each |icensure

renewal application.

6. The departnent shall issue a |icense and a prescri ber
nunber to the physician assistant granting authority for the
prescribing of nedicinal drugs authorized within this paragraph
upon conpl etion of the foregoing requirenents.

7. The prescription nust be witten in a formthat
conplies with chapter 499 and nust contain, in addition to the
supervi sory physician's nanme, address, and tel ephone nunber, the
physi ci an assistant's prescriber nunber. Unless it is a drug
sanpl e di spensed by the physician assistant, the prescription
nmust be filled in a pharmacy permtted under chapter 465, and
nmust be dispensed in that pharmacy by a pharmaci st |icensed
under chapter 465. The appearance of the prescriber nunber
creates a presunption that the physician assistant is authorized
to prescribe the nedicinal drug and the prescription is valid.

8. The physician assistant nust note the prescription in
t he appropriate nedical record, and the supervisory physician
must review and sign each notation. For dispensing purposes
only, the failure of the supervisory physician to conply with
t hese requirements does not affect the validity of the
prescription.

9. This paragraph does not prohibit a supervisory
physi cian from del egating to a physician assistant the authority
to order nedication for a hospitalized patient of the

supervi sory physi ci an.
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Thi s paragraph does not apply to facilities licensed pursuant to

chapter 395.

Section 3. Subsection (19) of section 893.02, Florida
Statutes, is anmended to read:

893.02 Definitions.--The follow ng words and phrases as
used in this chapter shall have the foll ow ng nmeani ngs, unless
the context otherw se requires:

(19) "Practitioner"” means a physician or physician

assistant licensed pursuant to chapter 458, a dentist |icensed
pursuant to chapter 466, a veterinarian |icensed pursuant to

chapter 474, an osteopathic physician or physician assistant

| i censed pursuant to chapter 459, a naturopath |icensed pursuant
to chapter 462, or a podiatric physician |licensed pursuant to
chapter 461, provided such practitioner holds a valid federa
control | ed substance regi stry nunber.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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