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Florida Senate - 2003 SB 1318
By Senator W/I son

33-647-03
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the safety of children
providing a short title; providing |egislative
intent; requiring certain children to be
enrolled in an early education or child care
program providing attendance and reporting
responsibilities of the child' s parent or
guardi an and of the Fanmily Safety Program
O fice of the Departnent of Children and Fanily
Services; requiring | aw enforcenent agencies to
investigate certain reports; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Rilya Wlson Act; legislative intent;

requi renents; attendance and reporting responsibilities.--
(1) SHORT TITLE.--This section may be cited as the
"Rilya WIlson Act."

(2) LEGQ SLATI VE | NTENT. - - The Legi sl ature recogni zes
that children who are clients of the Fanily Safety Program

O fice of the Departnent of Children and Fanily Services due

to abuse, neglect, or exploitation are at increased risk of

poor school performance and ot her behavioral and soci al

problens. It is the intent of the Legislature that children

who are currently clients of the Family Safety Program Ofice

of the Departnent of Children and Family Services be provided

with an age-appropriate education programto help aneliorate

t he negative consequences of abuse, neglect, or exploitation
(3) REQUI REMENTS.--A child who is between the age of 3
years old and school-entry age who is a client of the Fanmly
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1| Safety Program O fice of the Departnment of Children and Famly
2| Services due to abuse, neglect, or exploitation nust be
3lenrolled in a licensed public or private early education or

4| child care program and nust receive age-appropriate services 5
5| days a week. The child's parent, |egal guardian, or foster

6 | parent nust select the programthat neets their needs and

7| preferences in any |licensed public or private early education
8| or child care program

9 (4) ATTENDANCE AND REPORTI NG RESPONSI BI LI TI ES. - -

10 (a) A child who has been placed in a licensed public
11 ] or private early education or child care programunder this
12 | section nay not be withdrawn fromthe programw thout the

13 | prior approval of the Famly Safety Program Ofice of the

14 | Departnent of Children and Fanily Services.

15 (b) Achild who is covered by this act shall attend

16 | the licensed public or private early education or child care
17 | program 5 days per week.

18 (c)1. If achild who is covered by this act is absent
19| fromthe programon any day when he or she is supposed to be
20 | present, the child' s parent, |egal guardian, or foster parent
21 | nust report the absence to the program by the end of the
22 | programday. |If the parent, |egal guardian, or foster parent
23| fails to tinely report the absence, the absence is considered
24 | to be unexcused. A licensed public or private early education
25| or child care programshall report any unexcused absence of a
26 | child who is enrolled in the programand is covered by this
27 | act to the Fanmily Safety Program Ofice of the Departnment of
28 | Children and Fanily Services by the end of the program day
29 | during which the child is absent.
30
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2. The failure of a parent, guardian, or foster parent

to report two consecutive absences shall result in appropriate

intervention by the Famly Safety Program Ofice.

3. Fi ve consecutive unexcused absences constitute an

unapproved withdrawal that the Fanily Safety Program Ofice of

the Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services nust report to

the appropriate | aw enforcenent agency, which shal

investigate the matter as a m ssing person report.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Creates the "Rilya Wlson Act." Requires that children
who are between the ages of 3 years and school age and
who are clients of the Fam | afet% Program O fice due
to abuse, neglect, or exploitation be enfolled in an
early education or child care program5 days a week.
Requires the child' s parent, guardian, or foster parent
to report any absence to the education or child care
Pro?rank and requires that programto report the absence
o the Famly Safety Program O'fice, on the dax t he
absence occurs. Provides for intervention by the office
after two consecutive absences. Provides for ]
investigation by a | aw enforcenent agency after five
consecutfi ve absences.
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