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Florida Senate - 2003 CS for SB 1318

By the Commttee on Children and Fanilies; and Senators
| son, MIller, Dawson, Lynn, Lawson and Canpbel

300- 2062- 03
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the safety of children
providing a short title; providing |egislative
intent; requiring children enrolled in an early
education or child care programto participate
5 days a week; providing attendance and
reporting responsibilities of the child's
parent or guardian and of the Family Safety
Program O fice of the Departnent of Children
and Family Services; requiring a report to | aw
enforcenent agencies if a child is mssing;
anending s. 411.01, F. S.; conformng
provi sions; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Short title; legislative intent;

requi renents; attendance and reporting responsibilities.--
(1) SHORT TITLE.--This section may be cited as the
"Rilya WIlson Act."

(2) LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. --The Legi sl ature recogni zes
that children who are in the care of the state due to abuse,

negl ect, or abandonnent are at increased risk of poor schoo

perfornmance and ot her behavioral and social problens. It is

the intent of the Legislature that children who are currently

in the care of the state be provided with an age-appropriate

education programto help aneliorate the negative consequences

of abuse, negl ect, or abandonnent.
(3) REQU REMENTS.--A child who is age 3 years to
school entry, under court ordered protective supervision or in

the custody of the Famly Safety Program Ofice of the
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Departnent of Children and Fami|ly Services or a

communi ty-based | ead agency, and enrolled in a |licensed early

education or child care programnust be enrolled to

participate in the program5 days a week. The case pl an

devel oped for a child pursuant to chapter 39, Florida

Statutes, who is enrolled in a licensed early education or

child care program nust contain the participation in this

programas a required action. An exenption to participating in

the licensed early education or child care program5 days a

week may be granted by the court.
(4) ATTENDANCE AND REPORTI NG REQUI REMENTS. - -
(a) Achild enrolled in a licensed early education or

child care program who neets the requirenents of subsection

(3) may not be withdrawn fromthe programw thout the prior

witten approval of the Fanily Safety Program O fice of the

Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services or the

communi ty- based | ead agency.

(b)1. If a child covered by this section is absent

fromthe programon a day when he or she is supposed to be

present, the person with whomthe child resides nust report

t he absence to the program by the end of the business day. If

the person with whomthe child resides, whether the parent or

caregiver, fails to tinely report the absence, the absence is

consi dered to be unexcused. The programshall report any

unexcused absence or seven consecutive excused absences of a

child who is enrolled in the programand covered by this act

to the |local designated staff of the Fanily Safety Program

O fice of the Departnent of Children and Fanily Services or

the comuni ty-based | ead agency by the end of the business day

foll owi ng the unexcused absence or seventh consecutive excused

absences.
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2. The departnent or conmunity-based | ead agency shal

conduct a site visit to the residence of the child upon

receiving a report of two consecutive unexcused absences or

seven consecutive excused absences.

3. If the site visit results in a determ nation that

the child is mssing, the departnent or comunity-based | ead

agency shall report the child as nmissing to a | aw enfor cenent

agency and proceed with the necessary actions to |locate the

child pursuant to procedures for |locating missing children

4. If the site visit results in a determ nation that

the child is not missing, the parent or caregiver shall be

notified that failure to ensure that the child attends the

licensed early education or child care programis a violation

of the case plan. If nore than two site visits are conducted

pursuant to this subsection, staff shall initiate action to

notify the court of the parent or caregiver's nonconpliance

with the case pl an.
Section 2. (1) The Departnent of Children and Fanily
Services, in collaboration with the Agency for Wrkforce

| nnovati on, shall conduct a study of the children being served

by the departnent's Family Safety Program O fice and the

communi ty-based | ead agenci es pursuant to chapter 39, Florida

Statutes. The purpose of the study is to exanmine children from

birth to school entry age who have been abused, negl ected, or

abandoned and are under protective supervision or custody of

the Departnent of Children and Fanily Services or the

communi ty-based | ead agencies and the role participation in

licensed early education or child care prograns has in

ensuring the safety of these children

(2) The study shall exam ne and provide the foll ow ng

i nf or mati on:
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(a) A conpilation of data, including percentages, on

children frombirth to school entry age under protective

supervi sion or custody of the departnent or a comunity-based

| ead agency that conpares children enrolled and not enrolled

in licensed early education or child care prograns, based on

age, district, and type of placenent, including foster care,

relative caregiver, in-hone, and nonrel ative pl acenents;

(b) The identification of children whose case pl ans

require providing an early education or child care program

i ncludi ng those for whom such service is not being provided;

and
(c) A description of the expansion of progranms and

associ ated costs required for all children frombirth to

school entry age who are under protective supervision or

custody of the departnent or a conmunity-based | ead agency to

be served in licensed early education or child care prograns

based on specific age groups.

(3) The study shall explore and provide

reconmendations for ways in which licensed early education and

child care programs can best assist in assuring that children

frombirth to school entry age under protective supervision or

custody of the departnment or a conmunity-based | ead agency

remai n safe. The study shall al so exani ne whether |icensed

child care or after school prograns can assist in assuring

that children between the age of school entry and 13 years who

are under protective supervision or custody of the departnent

or a comunity-based | ead agency provider remain safe and

shal | provide reconmendations, if necessary.

(4) The Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services, in

col |l aboration with the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation, shal

submt a report on the results of the study to the President
4
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of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives,

and the chairpersons of the appropriate substantive conmittees

and appropriation conmittees by Decenber 31, 2003.
Section 3. Subsection (6) of section 411.01, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

411.01 Florida Partnership for School Readi ness;
school readiness coalitions.--

(6) PROGRAM ELIABILITY.--The school readi ness program
shal | be established for children under the age of
ki ndergarten eligibility. Priority for participation in the
school readi ness programshall be given to children who are
served by the Fanily Safety Program Ofice of the Departnent

of Children and Fanily Services or a conmunity-based | ead

agency pursuant to chapter 39 and for whomchild care is

needed to ninimze risk of further abuse, neglect, or

abandonnent. O her eligible popul ations include children who

neet one or nore of the following criteria:
(a) Children under the age of kindergarten eligibility
who are:

1.2- Children at risk of welfare dependency, including
econom cal |l y di sadvantaged children, children of participants
in the welfare transition program children of m grant
farmwor kers, and children of teen parents.

2.3- Children of working families whose famly incone
does not exceed 150 percent of the federal poverty |evel.

3.4~ Children for whomthe state is paying a relative
caregi ver payment under s. 39.5085.
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(b) Three-year-old children and 4-year-old children
who may not be economically di sadvant aged but who have
disabilities, have been served in a specific part-tine or
conbi nati on of part-tine exceptional education prograns with
requi red special services, aids, or equipnent, and were
previously reported for funding part tine with the Florida
Educati on Fi nance Program as exceptional students.

(c) Econonically disadvantaged children, children with
disabilities, and children at risk of future school failure,
frombirth to 4 years of age, who are served at hone through
hone visitor prograns and intensive parent education prograns
such as the Florida First Start Program

(d) Children who neet federal and state requirenents
for eligibility for the migrant preschool program but who do
not neet the criteria of economcally disadvant aged.

An "economi cal |y di sadvantaged" child neans a child whose
famly incone is below 150 percent of the federal poverty
| evel . Notwithstandi ng any change in a famly's econom ¢
status, but subject to additional famly contributions in
accordance with the sliding fee scale, a child who neets the
eligibility requirenents upon initial registration for the
program shall be considered eligible until the child reaches
ki ndergarten age.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1318

Renoves the requirenent that children between the age of 3
ears and school_entry who are being served by the Fam |y

af ety Program O fice” of the Departirent of Children and i
Fam | i es due to abuse, neglect, or abandonnent be enrolled in
a licensed early education and child care program This
requirenent is reﬂlaced by one that stipulateS that_ children
age 3 years to school entry who are enrolled in a |licensed
early education and child Care programas a result of being
abused, negl ected, or abandoned. and bei ng served by Fanmly
Safﬁty Program Office nust participate ih the progfam5 days a
week.

Requires_that the child' s case plan include the participation
inthe licensed early education and child care program

Permits an exenption to _participating in the earI% educati on
and child care program 5 days a week™if approved by the court.

Revi ses the attendance and reporting requirenents.

Provides for required actions if the site visit as a result of
reported absences finds the child is not m ssing.

Provides for required actions if the site visit, as a result
of reported absences, finds that the child is m ssing.

Directs the Departnment of Children and Families, in,
col |l aboration with the Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation, to
conduct a study of the children being served by the
departnment's Family Safety Program O'fice pursuant to ch. 39,
., and the role  participation in early education and child
care progranms has in ensuring the safety of the children, Sets
forth requirenents for the s udg and a report to be submtted
to the Legislature by Decenber 31, 2003.

Provides for children who are served by the Fanmi|y Safety
Program O fice of the departnent or a Conmmunity-based | ead
agency Pursuant_to ch. 39, F.S., and for whom¢child care is
needed to mnimze the risk of further abuse, neglect, or
abandonnent to be given priority to participate in the schoo

r eadi ness prograns.
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