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HB 1319 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to protection of nmanatees; anending s.
370.12, F.S.; providing that a portion of the proceeds of
the Save the Manatee Trust Fund shall be used for funding
| aw enforcenment positions within the Fish and Wldlife
Conservati on Comm ssion for enforcenent of |aws designed
to protect nanatee populations in certain counties;
requiring additional information to be included in an
annual report regarding expenditure of the funds in the

trust fund; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (4) of
section 370.12, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

370.12 Marine aninmals; regulation.--

(4) ANNUAL FUNDI NG OF PROGRAMS FOR MARI NE ANI MALS. --

(a) Each fiscal year the first $2 million of funds

deposited into the Save the Manatee Trust Fund shall be used
available to fund | aw enforcenent positions within the Fish and

WIldlife Conservati on Comm ssion for the purpose of enforcing

| aws designhed to protect nmanatee popul ati ons. Persons enpl oyed

in such positions shall be assigned to performtheir |aw

enforcenent duties in counties having the hi ghest incidences of

manat ee deaths and injuries. The renai nder shall be available to

fund an inpartial scientific benchmark census of the manatee
popul ation in the state. Weather permtting, the study shall be
conducted annually by the Fish and Wil dlife Conservation

Conmi ssion and the results shall be made available to the

Presi dent of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
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HB 1319 2003
Representatives, and the Governor and Cabinet for use in the

eval uati on and devel opnent of nanatee protection neasures. In
addition, the Save the Manatee Trust Fund shall be avail able for
annual funding of activities of public and private organi zati ons
and those of the conm ssion intended to provi de manatee and

mari ne mammal protection and recovery effort; nmanufacture and
erection of informational and regulatory signs; production,
publication, and distribution of educational materials;
participation in nanatee and mari ne mamral research prograns,

i ncl udi ng carcass sal vage and ot her prograns; prograns intended
to assist the recovery of the manatee as an endangered speci es,
assi st the recovery of the endangered or threatened narine
mamal s, and prevent the endangernent of other species of marine
manmmal s; and other simlar progranms intended to protect and
enhance the recovery of the manatee and ot her species of marine
mammal s. The comm ssion shall annually solicit advisory
recomrendations fromthe Save the Manatee Comm ttee affili ated
with the Save the Manatee Club, as identified and recognized in
Executive Order 85-19, on the use of funds fromthe Save the
Manat ee Trust Fund.

(b) By Decenber 1 each year, the Fish and Wldlife
Conservati on Comm ssion shall provide the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives a witten
report, enunerating the anmounts and purposes for which al
proceeds in the Save the Manatee Trust Fund for the previous
fiscal year are expended, in a manner consistent with those
recovery tasks enunerated within the manatee recovery plan as

requi red by the Endangered Species Act. Such report shal

identify the nunber of additional | aw enforcenent positions

Page 2 of 3

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




F

K@

60
61

62

L ORI DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTAT

HB 1319
whi ch were funded and shall provide a |ist of the counties to

whi ch the personnel were assigned.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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