F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S
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1 CHAMBER ACTI ON
2
3
4
5
6/ The Conmittee on Local Governnent & Veterans' Affairs recomends
7| the foll ow ng:
8
9 Conmittee Substitute
10 Renove the entire bill and insert:
11 A bill to be entitled
12 An act relating to growmh managenent; anending s. 369. 301
13 F.S., renam ng the Wekiva River Protection Act as the
14 Weki va River and Springs Protection Act; creating s.
15 369. 3011, F.S; creating the Wkiva R ver Basin Planning
16 Act; providing legislative intent; finding that
17 recommendati ons of the Wekiva Basin Area Task Force shoul d
18 be taken as a whol e and i npl enented; providing that the
19 corridor recommended by the Wekiva Basin Area Task Force
20 be used for environnental and engi neering studies;
21 providing criteria for |ocation of the Wkiva Parkway and
22 ot her expressways; providing for the approval of the
23 al i gnnment | ocation by the Sem nol e County Expressway
24 Aut hority; providing principles for design and
25 construction of the Wekiva Parkway; providi ng objectives;
26 providing that certain agencies subnmt a report to the
27 Governor and Legi sl ature recommendi ng the appropriate
28 entity to operate the Wekiva Parkway; providing specific
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29 conponents of said report; providing for the mtigation of
30 construction inpacts; providing a limtation on the nunber
31 of interchanges; providing for the creation of a
32 st akehol der wor ki ng group; providing for application of
33 certain principles to corridor selection, design, and
34 construction of the U S. 441 bypass; providing for
35 recomrendati ons fromthe working group; providing
36 | egislative intent regarding the review of |ong-range
37 transportation inprovenent plans by certain | oca
38 governnents; finding a decreased need to wi den certain
39 rural two-I|ane roads; providing for application of certain
40 principles to future roadway inprovenents; providing a
41 conpelling state interest and establishing the Wkiva
42 Ri ver Springshed Protection Area; finding it desirable to
43 establish an integrated transportation plan; prohibiting
44 finding it desirable to establish an integrated plan for
45 transportation, |and use, and water resources; providing
46 an exenption for certain conprehensive plan anmendnents;
47 providing that permtting and construction not occur unti
48 the conpletion of a springhead protection plan; providing
49 content requirenents for certain plans; providing specific
50 considerations for interchange | and use plans; defining
51 "rural character”; providing that the St. Johns River
52 Wat er Managenent District review certain regul atory
53 provisions to add specific criteria; providing priority to
54 certain | and acquisition; providing for nmanagenent of
55 certain | ands by the appropriate state | and managenent
56 agency; providing for stakehol der involvenent in the
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| egi sl ative and rul emaki ng processes; providing direction
to | ocal governnents regarding | ocal decisionnmaking;
providing |l egislative intent regarding the |ocation of
regional transportation facilities; providing definitions;
providing for the designation of the Wkiva River
Springhead Protection Area and Integrated Planning Area,
provi di ng conprehensive plan requirenents for the Wkiva
Ri ver Springshed Protection Area; providing for
integration of future transportation, |and use, and water
resource planning in the Wkiva Basin Area; providing
transportation requirenents for the Wekiva Par kway;
providing for planning assistance to |ocal governnents;
providing for specific duties of the Departnent of

Agricul ture and Consuner Services; anending s. 163. 3187,
F.S.; providing requirenents regardi ng conprehensive pl an
anendnents; creating s. 373.4155, F.S.; providing certain
duties of the St. Johns River Water Managenent District;
anending s. 373.139, F.S., relating to certain |and
acquisition; anending s. 369.307, F.S., relating to

devel opments of regional inpact; providing for repeal;

provi ding an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 369.301, Florida Statutes, is anended

to read:
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83 369. 301 Popul ar nane She+t—title. —This part nmay be known

84| by the popul ar nane eited—as the "Wkiva River and Springs
85| Protection Act."

86 Section 2. Section 369.3011, Florida Statutes, is created
87| to read:
88 369.3011 Land use, transportation, and water resources

89| planning in the Wkiva River Basin. --

90 (1) POPULAR NAME. --This section may be known by the
91| popul ar name the "Wkiva R ver Basin Planning Act."

92 (2) LEQ SLATI VE | NTENT. - -

93 (a) The Legislature recognizes the Wekiva River, its

94| tributaries, and its associated lands in central Florida as one

95| of the nost valuabl e natural assets of the state. The Weki va

9| River is a spring fed systemwhich derives a majority of its

97| base flow from nunmerous springs whose source of water is the

98| Floridan Aquifer. The Wekiva River and its tributaries have been
99| designated an Qutstanding Florida Water, a National WId and

100 Scenic River, a Florida WId and Scenic River, and a Florida

101| Aquatic Preserve.

102 (b) In 1988, the Legislature enacted the Wkiva River

103 Protection Act, codified in this part, to protect the resources
104| of the Wekiva River System The Wkiva River Protection Act

105| delineates an area conprising portions of Lake, Orange, and

106/ Semi nole Counties as the Wkiva R ver Protection Area. Because

107 the nmjority of the groundwater recharge that supplies water to

108 the springs within the basin of the Wkiva R ver is |ocated

109| outside the Wekiva River Protection Area, as delineated in part

110/ 1l of chapter 369, no special protection currently exists for
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111| critical groundwater recharge | ands | ocated outside the

112| protection area.

113 (c) The Legislature recogni zes that popul ati on growth and

114 the future transportati on and water resources needs of the

115| central Florida region nust be balanced with protection of the

116/ ecosystem of the Wekiva Basin Area and finds that these issues

117 are of legitimate and conpelling state interest. The

118| Legislature, therefore, finds that the reconmendati ons i ncl uded

119| in the final report of the Wkiva Basin Area Task Force, dated

120| January 15, 2003, should be inplenented. Specifically, the

121| Legislature makes the follow ng findings:

122 1. The Legislature finds that the recommendati ons of the

123 Wekiva Basin Area Task Force included in its final report dated
124\ January 15, 2003, should be taken as a whole. The Legi sl ature
125| recogni zes that each recommendation is conpl enentary to the

126/ others and that for any transportation corridor to be consi dered

127] in the Wekiva Basin Area, the recommendation related to the

128/ corridor and the acconpanyi ng recommendati ons rel ated to roadway

129 design features, springshed and wildlife habitat protection,

130| land use strategies, and | and acquisition priorities nmust be

131 integrated into a unified plan of inplenentation.

132 2. The Legislature finds that task force reconmendati on 2

133| suitably guides the appropriate transportati on agencies to use

134 the corridor depicted in its final report as figure 3,

135| “Recommended Corridor for the Wkiva Parkway,” for the purpose

136/ of undertaking the environnental and engi neering studies to

137 determ ne the precise alignnent and shall be the policy of the

138 state. It is the intent of the Legislature that final alignnent

Page 5 of 36
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

O
HB 1333 2003
cs

139| of the Wekiva Parkway within Senm nole County be subject to the

140 approval of the Sem nol e County Expressway Authority. It is the

141| intent of the Legislature that the Wkiva Parkway nust be

142 planned in its entirety, rather than in phases. The Legi sl ature

143| intends that in addition to using the project devel opnent and

144| environnental studies, the appropriate transportati on agenci es

145| should | ocate the Wkiva Parkway and ot her expressways in the
146| Wekiva Basin Area such that they:

147 a. Serve an identified | ong-termregional transportation
148| need.
149 b. Do not encourage or pronpte additional devel opnment from

150 al ready approved | and uses.

151 C. Reli eve or renove traffic demands on State Road 46 and

152 provide a north-south connection from State Road 46 to U. S. 441

153| with limted interchanges.

154 d. Mninmze any inpacts to habitat and speci es.

155 e. Mnimze inpacts on springshed and groundwat er recharge

156| ar eas.

157 f. Mnimze direct inpacts to wetl ands.

158 g. Avoid, or mtigate if required, inpacts on conservation

159| lands and their proper nanagenent.

160 h. Seek to mnimze the inpacts on existing nei ghborhoods

161| and residential comunities.

162 i. Follow, where feasible, existing road alignnents

163| through environnentally sensitive areas.

164 j. Attenpt to inprove the connectivity of existing

165 wildlife corridors.
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166 3. The Legislature finds that task force reconmendati on 3

167 suitably guides the appropriate transportati on agencies to use

168 the follow ng principles for designing and constructing the

169 Weki va Par kway, new expressway connectors, and the expansi on of

170| existing expressways in the Wkiva Basin Area:

171 a. Provide that all new expressways be fully limted

172 access, with interchanges.

173 b. Pronpbte a parkway | ook with appropriate natural buffers

174 between the roadways and the adj acent areas.

175 c. Include the maxi num provision for bridging through

176| strategically inportant wetl ands.

177 d. Elevate the roadway and box culvert identified as

178 functionally significant wildlife corridors and provide

179 appropriate wildlife bridges with barriers to direct wildlife to

180| safe crossing points.

181 e. Design stormnater treatnent facilities to mnimze

182| habitat | oss and pronbte restoration of inpacted sites and

183| ensure capture and treatnent of runoff from bridges over
184 CQutstanding Florida Waters to Qutstanding Florida Waters
185| standards.

186 f. Ofer opportunities to view, understand, and access the

187| environnental uniqueness of the Wkiva Ri ver ecosystem

188 g. Provide nonintrusive and m ni nal roadway and bri dge

189 lighting in the Wekiva R ver Protection Area to support the

190| conservati on of dark skies in the basin.

191 h. |Incorporate safety and access design features to

192| pronote the continuation of prescribed burning in the basin.
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193 4. The Legislature finds that task force reconmendati on 4

194 suitably guides the design and construction of the WKkiva

195| Parkway and any new expressway connector in the Wkiva Basin

196/ Area and that they shall acconplish the foll ow ng:

197 a. Reduce hazards to wildlife by relocating County Road
198 46-A to tie into State Road 46 at the proposed State Road 46

199| i nterchange.
200 b. C ose the portions of County Road 46-A that paralle

201| and duplicate State Road 46 east of the reconmended rel ocation

202 and serve only the traffic necessary to provide |local access to
203| property.
204 c. Elevate the Wkiva Parkway through the Wkiva River

205| Protection Area to the maxi num extent feasible and have box

206| culverts and adequate barriers as often as practicable to

207| provide for adequate wildlife passages.

208 d. Close existing State Road 46 at an appropriate |ocation

209 west of the Lake-Sem nole County line so that the remaining

210| sections of State Road 46 continue to be open only to provide

211| local access to private properties and recreati onal and

212| conservation | ands and prevent through traffic.
213
214 Where the at-grade portions of existing State Road 46 renain in

215| place to provide | ocal access, there will be no need to provide

216/ wildlife passages on this | ow vol une, | ow speed service road.

217 5. The Legislature finds that task force reconmendation 5

218| appropriately proposes that the Departnent of Transportation,

219 the Ol ando- Orange County Expressway Authority, and the Sem nol e

220 County Expressway Authority consider the recommendati ons of the
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221| task force and prepare a report to the Governor, the Speaker of

222| the House of Representatives, and President of the Senate of

223| their joint recomendations for the appropriate transportati on

224 entities to operate the Wkiva Parkway. The report shall al so

225 include joint recommendati ons on the follow ng:

226 a. A funding plan that addresses the task force

227! recomrendations, including those related to wi der rights-of-way

228| to pronote the parkway concept, preserve rural character, buffer

229| interchanges, and other design features.

230 b. Legislation to secure the authority required to acquire

231| private | ands or devel opnent rights within the Wkiva Ri ver

232| Protection Area and the proposed Wkiva R ver Springshed

233| Protection Area in excess of that which is required for rights-

234| of-way and associ ated roadway constructi on.

235 6. The Legislature finds that task force reconmendati on 6

236| appropriately guides plans for mtigating i npacts of the

237| construction of the Wkiva Parkway to ensure that, to the

238| maxi num extent feasible, |and acquisition and mtigation occur

239| prior to roadway construction, and mtigation occurs only within
240 the Wekiva River Protection Area, the Wkiva River Springshed

241| Protection Area Basin, or the Wkiva Basin Pl anni ng Area.

242 7. The Legislature finds that task force recommendati on 7

243| appropriately limts the nunber of interchanges al ong the Wkiva

244 Parkway to five and guides their |ocation as follows:
245 a. Wth respect to State Road 429 south of U. S. 441, the

246 nost southerly interchange woul d occur south of US. 441 and

247 serve as a junction with the current State Road 429 to allow a

248| continuation of the route to the northwest and then north and
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249| also to serve as a future connection to the proposed extension

250 to the Apopka bypass at Mitl and Boul evard.

251 b. Wth respect to U S. 441, an interchange wul d be
252| located where State Road 429 reaches U.S. 441.
253 C. Between U.S. 441 and State Road 46, a single

254| interchange would be | ocated at an appropriate |ocation and a

255| potential system connection to the proposed U S. 441 bypass

256 woul d be located at a place to be determ ned by the appropriate

257| transportation agencies, in cooperation with | ocal governnents,

258| consistent with the guiding principles for corridor |ocation, as

259| applicable. The ultimate | ocation of the interchange and the

260 potential system connection nust be reflected in the

261| transportation conponent of the sector plan devel oped pursuant

262 to recommendation 11.

263 d. Wth respect to State Road 46, an interchange woul d be
264 |located at State Road 46 near the area where County Road 46- A
265 shoul d be rel ocat ed.

266 e. Wth respect to Interstate 4, an interchange woul d be
267| |l ocated where the Wkiva Parkway reaches | -4 or State Road 417
268 in Sem nole County, no farther north than the St. Johns River
269 Bridge and no farther south than the State Road 417 interchange
270 on | -4.

271 8. The Legislature finds that task force recomendati on 8

272| appropriately calls for creation of a working group of

273| stakehol ders of applicable | ocal governnents, transportation

274| agencies, environnental groups, citizen representatives, and

275| state and regional agencies to study the corridor for a new

276 limted access facility known as the U S. 441 bypass to link the
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277 Weki va Parkway south of State Road 46 and west of the Wkiva
278 River Protection Area, to U S. 441 to Lake and nort hwest O ange

279 Counties. The Legislature also finds that the principles

280| enunerated in subparagraphs 2., 3., and 4. should al so be

281| applied to the corridor selection, design, and construction of
282 the U.S. 441 bypass. The U.S. 441 bypass shall be planned in its

283| entirety, rather than in phases. This working group should al so

284| consider, evaluate, and nake reconmendati ons concerning the

285| potential capacity expansion of the other roadways in the Wkiva

286| Basin Area in light of the creation of a U S. 441 bypass and the
287 Weki va Par kway.

288 9. The Legislature finds that task force reconmendati on 9

289| appropriately recognizes that transportati on agencies and | ocal

290| governnents in the Wkiva Basin area have plans to i ncrease the

291| nunber of travel |anes on certain roadways |ocated within the

292 Wekiva River Protection Area and within the recharge area for

293| the Wekiva R ver springshed. The Legislature intends that al

294| affected | ocal governnents review their |ong-range

295| transportation i nprovenent plans in light of the task force

296| recommendati ons.

297 10. The Legislature finds that task force recomendati on

298| 10 appropriately guides transportati on agencies to apply the

299| principles for |ocating, designing, and constructing the Wkiva

300| Parkway enunerated in subparagraphs 2., 3., and 4. to any future

301| inprovenents to State Road 44 through the Wkiva River

302| Protection Area or the Wekiva Springshed Protection Area.

303 11. The Legislature finds that task force reconmendati on

304 11 identifies a conpelling state interest in protecting the
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305 water resources in the Wkiva Basin Area, naking it necessary to

306| establish a Wekiva Ri ver Springshed Protection Area to

307| conpl enent the existing Wekiva River Protection Area. The

308| Legislature further finds that it is desirable to establish an

309| integrated plan for transportation, |land use, and water

310| resources in the Wekiva Basin Area. It is the intent of the

311| Legislature that |ocal governnments with jurisdiction shall not

312| anend their conprehensive plans within the area to increase the

313| types, intensities, and densities of |and uses, or to identify

314\ or schedul e new road i nprovenents until such tine as plan

315| anendnents consistent with this act are adopted. The Legi sl ature

316 finds that there is also a state interest in providing that plan

317 anmendnents within nunicipal boundaries that existed on January

318| 15, 2003, and in areas where nuni ci pal services are already

319| provided or are scheduled to be provided in a 5-year capital

320 plan in effect on January 15, 2003, should be exenpted fromthis

321 limtation. The Legislature also finds that plan anendnents

322| needed to plan, design, engineer, and acquire the right-of-way
323| for the Wekiva Parkway and the U S. 441 bypass shoul d be
324| exenpted fromthis limtation. The Legislature further finds

325| that the permitting and construction of the Wkiva Parkway and

326 the U.S. 441 bypass should not occur until the conpletion of a

327| springshed protection plan and the devel opnent of an integrated

328/ plan to address future transportation, |and use, and water

329| resource needs. It is the intent of the Legislature that the

330 integrated plan be a cooperative, coordinated effort with the

331| objectives of maintaining rural character and protecting

332| groundwat er recharge. The Legi sl ature does not intend that the
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333| foregoing expressions of intent be construed to limt any | ocal

334| governnment’s authority to inplenent its current conprehensive

335| plan, including the ability to provide services as provided in

336| the 5-year capital i1nprovenent el enent.

337 12. The Legislature finds that task force recommendation

338| 12 appropriately guides the content requirenents for protecting

339| the springshed and integrating transportation, |and use, and

340 water resources planning, which content shall be as foll ows:

341 a. A detailed |land use plan that does not exceed the

342| overall types, intensities, and densities of devel opnent now

343| permtted by the applicable | ocal conprehensive plan within the

344| springshed area. However, flexibility is available to convert

345 between future | and use categories, provided that provisions to

346| protect rural character and groundwater recharge are equal to or

347 greater than existing levels. The springshed sector plan may

348| include i nnovative and flexible planning techni ques such as

349| performance standards for open space and i npervi ous surface

350 coverage, clustering, transfer of devel opnent rights, and | and

351| acquisition for the purposes of conservation, recreation, and

352| open space.

353 b. A detailed transportati on plan that addresses, as

354| applicable, the Wekiva Parkway alignnent, interchange | ocations,

355 and the need for any additional or expanded regional or |ocal

356| roadways, including alignment and design and construction

357| features consistent with the task force recommendati ons. The

358| transportation plan should include an eval uati on of any

359| programed road i nprovenents within or which mght affect the

360 Springshed Protection Area and elim nate any inprovenents that
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361| are inconsistent with maintaining rural character and protecting

362| groundwater recharge or which are made unnecessary by the Wekiva

363| Par kway.
364 c. Infrastructure planning, including best practices for

365 wastewater treatnent and effluent disposal, and stormater

366 nmanagenent.

367 d. Land use strategi es, devel opnent standards, and best

368| nmanagenent practices for springshed and recharge protection

369| consistent with the Florida Springs: Land Use Strategi es and
370 Best Managenent Practices Manual , dated Decenber 2002, and the

371| definition of “rural character” included in subparagraph 14

372 e. Provisions for nonregul atory prograns to reduce

373| residential and other devel opnent rights such as conservation

374| easenents, purchase of devel opnent rights, and transfer of

375 devel opnent rights.

376 f. Provisions requiring design standards for conmercia

377 signs and associ ated advertising that reflect the rural

378| character of the area.

379 g. A programto encourage the inspection and nai ntenance

380 of existing septic systens and provide incentives for

381| installation of enhanced onsite treatnent and di sposal systens.

382 h. Interchange | and use plans, as applicable. In addition

383| to the interchange planning requirenents in subparagraph 13.,

384| the interchanges in the sector planning area are to include | and

385| use strategies, devel opnent standards, and best nanagenent

386| practices to naintain rural character and protect groundwater

387| recharge.
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388 13. The Legislature finds that task force recomendati on

389 13 appropriately gui des devel opnent of | and use pl anni ng

390 requirenents for each potential interchange recomended for the

391| Wekiva Parkway and that such plans should be adopted as an

392 anendnent to the affected | ocal governnent conprehensive pl ans.

393| The Legislature intends that interchange | and use pl ans shoul d

394| address appropriate | and uses and conpati bl e devel opnent,

395| secondary road access, access nanhagenent, right-of -way

396| protection, vegetati on protection and | andscapi ng, signage, and

397 the hei ght and appearance of structures. The Legi slature al so

398| intends that interchange | and use plans will al so direct

399| appropriate changes to | and devel opnent requl ati ons.

400 14. The Legislature finds that the task force

401| recommendation 14 aptly describes rural character as patterns of
402| | and use:

403 a. Were the predom nation of open space, agricultural and

404| silvicultural lands, the natural |andscape, and vegetation over

405! the built environnment.

406 b. That foster traditional rural |ifestyles, support

407| rural -based econom es such as agriculture, tinber, ecotourism

408| and aquacul ture, and provi de opportunities to both |ive and work

409 in rural areas.

410 c. That provide visual | andscapes associated with rura

411 areas and rural communities.

412 d. That are conpatible with the use of the | and by

413| wildlife and are consistent with the protection of the quality

414 and quantity of water resources, including natural surface water

415| flows and groundwater recharge and di scharge areas.
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416 15. The Legislature finds that task force recomendati on

417| 15 appropriately gui des the devel opment of new permtting

418| criteria to be applied by the St. Johns Ri ver Water NManagenent
419 District in the Wekiva Springshed Protection Area through its

420( existing permt prograns governi ng nanagenent and storage of

421| surface waters and environnental resource permts under part |V

422| of chapter 373, and consunptive uses of water under part |1 of

423| chapter 373. The Legislature intends that the district review

424 its existing rules to determ ne the appropri ateness of addi ng

425 specific criteria to achieve the follow ng goals:

426 a. The equalization of predevel opnent and post devel oprment

427! recharge rates for each permtted systemso that no | oss of

428| recharge occurs.

429 b. The construction of retention/detention systens in a

430 nanner designed to mnimze | osses of water due to

431| evapotranspiration.

432 c. The limtation of inpervious surfaces to a density and

433| spatial distribution within each permtted project necessary to

434 maxim ze recharge rates.

435 d. The inclusion of features in projects involving the

436| redevel opnent of existing devel oped sites to reestablish

437 recharge at rates which, as nearly as practicable, natch the

438| recharge rates at the site existing prior to disturbance by any

439| devel opnent.

440 e. The use of |andscape conponents, such as xeri scape,

441 which nmnimze the need for irrigation in projects that involve

442| | andscapi ng.
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443 f. The encouragenent of the use of reclainmed water use to

444| the greatest extent practicable for irrigation purposes.

445 g. New consunptive uses of water within the protection

446 area should not increase withdrawal s such that m ni nrum fl ow

447 levels for the Wkiva River springs established in rule 40-C- 8,

448! Florida Adm nistrati ve Code, are not mmintai ned.

449 h. The limtation of inpacts of nitrate fertilizers

450 through best managenent practices.

451 i. The appropriate |lowering of thresholds for consunptive

452| use permts necessary to achieve the other goals established in

453| sub- subparagraphs a. -h.

454 j. The appropriate |lowering of thresholds for surface

455| wat er nmnagenent permts necessary to achi eve the ot her goals

456| established in sub-subparagraphs a.-h.

457 k. The requirenent of concurrent approval of environnenta

458| resource permts and surface water nanagenent permts and any

459| rel ated consunptive use pernits.

460 16. The Legislature finds that task force recomendati on

461| 16 appropriately guides the state to use all neans at its

462| di sposal to conplete the acquisition of the Wkiva-Ccal a

463| Greenway Florida Forever Project. It is the intent of the

464| Legislature that the highest priority be given to conpleting the

465| acquisition of the follow ng specific parcels prior to

466| construction associated with the Wkiva Parkway and U. S. 441
467 bypass:

468 a. Nei ghborhood | akes.
469 b. Sem nol e Wods/ Swanp.
470 c. New Garden Coal
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471 d. Pi ne Pl antati on.
472

473| It is also the intent of the Legislature that efforts shoul d be

474 made to identify and acquire additional |ands | ocated within the

475 Wekiva River Springs recharge area. To the maxi num extent

476| feasible, these | ands shall be managed as part of the Florida

477 State Park System or by anot her appropriate state | and

478| nmanagenent agency.

479 17. The Legislature finds that task force reconmendati on

480| 17 outlines a sound process for inplenentation of the

481| recomendations. The Legislature also finds that both the

482| legislative and rul enaki ng processes provi de adequat e

483| opportunities for involvenent by stakeholders in the devel opnent

484| of public policy related to the Wkiva Basin Area. Further, the

485 Legislature finds that the nature of the ecosystemin the Wkiva

486| Basin dictates adoption of |egislative direction for planning to

487| integrate future transportation, |land use, and water resources

488 in the Wkiva Basin Area and rul emaki ng by affected agencies to

489 inplenent this act.

490 (d) The Legislature finds that in addition to the issues

491| of legitinate and conpelling state interest related to

492| protecting natural resources and neeting the future

493| transportation needs in and near the Wkiva Basin Area, there

494| exists a state interest in respecting and recognizing judicially

495 acknow edged or constitutionally protected property rights. It

496| is the intent of the Legislature that county and nunici pa

497| governnents with jurisdiction establish policies to guide and

498| coordinate | ocal decisions relating to growh and devel opnent in
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499| the Wkiva Basin Area and i nplenent their decisions wthout

500 inposing undue restrictions on private property rights in

501| violation of the |laws and constitutions of this state and of the

502| United States. Further, the Legislature recogni zes sensitivity

503| to private property rights as stated in s. 163.3167(8), and it

504/ is not the intent of the Legislature to linmt or nodify rights

505| of any person to conpl ete any devel opnent that has been

506| authorized as a devel opnment of regional inpact pursuant to

507| chapter 380 or who has been issued a final |ocal devel opnent

508| order and devel opnment has commenced and is continuing in good
509 faith as of July 1, 2003.

510 (e) The Legislature finds that protection of groundwater

511| that recharges the springs connected to the Wkiva River is

512| crucial to the long-termviability of the Wkiva Ri ver ecosystem

513| and the region's water supply. The vol une of groundwater noving

514 toward discharge to formthe Wkiva R ver springs system has

515| dimnished over tine, given withdrawals of water for consunptive

516 use and | oss of recharge due to | and devel opnent trends. The
517 Water Needs and Sources Assessnent indicates that the Wkiva

518| Basin is located in a priority water resource caution area,

519| indicating that water supply problens are projected to becone

520| critical by 2010 and if projected water use were permtted it

521| may result in unacceptable inpacts to natural systens and

522| groundwater quality, including decline in the water table

523| affecting wetland vegetation and reduced spring flows. The St.

524 Johns Wat er Managenent District projects that if projected water

525| use were permtted it would result in a 20-percent reduction in

526| spring flows by the year 2020.
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527 (f) The Legislature finds that the water resources and

528| ecosystens of the Wkiva River Basin and the associ ated

529| springshed areas that sustain the spring-fed Wkiva R ver and

530| tributaries are of irreplaceable value to the quality of life

531| and well-being of the people of the state. The Legi sl ature

532| further finds that greater intensities of devel opnment

533| facilitated by the construction of nmajor transportation

534| facilities through the Wkiva River Basin and associ at ed

535| springshed areas present serious threats to the continui ng

536 existence of the hydrological functions of the springs. It is

537| the intent of the Legislature that regional transportation

538| facilities be | ocated, designed, and constructed in a nanner

539| that ensures the protection of the Wkiva Ri ver Basin Ecosystem

540! To acconplish these purposes, the Legislature directs that the

541| conpletion of transportation inprovenents, including, but not
542 limted to, the Wekiva Ri ver Parkway and U.S. 441 bypass, be
543| acconplished in the context of a well -coordinated plan which

544 sinultaneously ensures that the natural resources of the Wkiva

545| Basin and springshed are protected agai nst adverse inpacts.
546 (3) DEFINITIONS. --As used in this section, the term

547 (a) "Rural character" neans characterized by a pattern of

548| land use in which open space, agricultural and silvicultural

549| |l ands, the natural | andscape, and vegetati on predom nate over

550 the urban environnment; that fosters traditional rural

551| lifestyles, supports rural-based econom es such as agriculture,

552| tinber, ecotourism recreational opportunities, and aquacul ture,

553| and provides opportunities to both live and work in rural areas

554| that encourages innovative devel opnent and cl ustering of
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555/ housing; that provides visual | andscapes associated with rural

556| areas and rural communities; and that is conpatible with the use

557 of the land by wildlife and consistent with the protection of

558| the quality and quantity of water resources, including natura

559| surface water flows and groundwater recharge and di scharge

560 areas.

561 (b) “Springshed” neans the geographic area that

562| contributes groundwater and surface water to spring flows.

563 (c) “U S 441 bypass” neans a system connector designed and

564| constructed as part of Metro-Ol ando Beltway systemthat |inks
565 the Wekiva Parkway south of State Road 46 and west of the Wkiva
566 River Protection Area to U.S. 441 in Lake and northwest O ange
567| Counti es.

568 (d) “Wekiva Parkway” neans any hi ghway, interstate

569 connector, or expressway connector, constructed between State
570 Road 429 and Interstate 4.

571 (4) DESI GNATI ON OF THE VEKI VA Rl VER SPRI NGSHED PROTECTI ON
572 AREA AND | NTEGRATED PLANNI NG AREA. - -
573 (a) The Governor and Cabinet, sitting as the

574 Adm nistrati on Conmm ssion, shall establish a VWkiva Ri ver

575| Springshed Protection Area, which shall conpl enent the Wkiva
576] River Protection Area as defined in s. 369.303(9). The Governor
577\ and Cabi net shall also establish, within the WKkiva River

578| Springshed Protection Area, an area within which the state | and

579| pl anni ng agency shall coordinate and integrate planning for

580 future transportation, |and use, and water resources needs anong

581| affected |ocal governnents. Before Septenber 30, 2003, the state

582| | and pl anni ng agency shall give notice of negotiated rul enaking,
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583| pursuant to s. 120.54(2)(d), to define the proposed boundari es

584| for the Wekiva River Springshed Protection Area and the

585| integrated planni ng area.

586 (b) The state | and pl anni ng agency shall consider the

587 following criteria when reconmendi ng the boundary for the Wkiva

588| Ri ver Springshed Protection Area
589 1. The Wekiva River Springshed Protection Area nust

590 enconpass an area equivalent to or |less than the Wkiva R ver
591| Spri ngshed.
592 2. The best available data fromthe St. Johns River Water

593| WManagenent District, the Departnent of Environnental Protection,

594| and ot her sources regarding significant recharge areas, the

595| surface water basin, areas of Floridan aquifer vulnerability,

596| Priority Water Resource Caution Areas, and areas that contain

597| special features such as sinks, depressions, and streanto-sink

598| f eat ures.

599 3. Predictability and uniformty of inplenentation, such

600 as aligning boundaries with recogni zabl e geographi ¢ features

601| that are not subject to change.

602 (c) The state | and pl anni ng agency shall consider the

603 following criteria when recomendi ng the boundary for the area

604 within which it shall coordinate and integrate planning for

605 future transportation, |land use, and water resources needs anong

606| affected | ocal governnents:

607 1. The integrated planning area nmay not enconpass an area

608 larger than the Wkiva River Springshed Protection Area.
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609 2. Areas where devel opnent patterns will be affected by

610 the construction and related mtigation of the Wkiva Parkway
611| and the U S. 441 bypass.

612 3. Proximty to the Wekiva River Protection Area and the
613| existing conpatibility of adjacent |and uses

614 4. Existing areas designated as sendi hg and receiving

615 areas for transfer of devel opnent rights prograns.

616 5. Areas subject to joint planning agreenments

617 6. Urban service boundaries and nmunici pal service areas

618| established in |Iocal conprehensive plans.
619 (d) Wthin 45 days after receipt of the recommended

620 boundaries, the Governor and Cabinet, sitting as the

621| Adm ni stration Conm ssion, shall adopt, nodify, or reject the

622| recomendati on and shall by rule establish the definitive

623| boundaries of the Wekiva River Springshed Protection Area and

624 the integrated planning area.

625 (5) COVPREHENSI VE PLAN REQUI REMENTS FOR THE WEKI VA RI VER
626/ SPRI NGSHED PROTECTI ON AREA. - -
627 (a) Those | ocal governnments |ocated within the Wkiva

628| River Springshed Protection Area shall anend their respective

629 conprehensive plans to include | and use strategi es, devel opnent

630| controls, and best nmanagenent practices to ensure protection of

631| the springshed frominconpatible | and uses and | and use

632| activities that may adversely inpact the Wkiva R ver

633 Springshed’ s water quality; water quantity; visual, economc,

634 and recreational qualities; and other characteristics. Land use

635| strategies, devel opnent controls, and best - nanagenent practices
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636 are to apply throughout the Wkiva Ri ver Springshed Protection
637| Area.

638 (b) The state | and pl anni ng agency shall adopt m ni num

639| requirenents for | and use strategi es, devel opnment controls, and

640 best managenent practices through negoti ated rul emaki ng pursuant
641 to s. 120.54(2)(d). The rules for the | and use strategi es and

642| devel opnent standards shall protect the quality and quantity of

643| recharge that repl enishes the Floridan aquifer and maintain

644| spring flows. Best nmanagenent practices shall mtigate | and use

645 inpacts consistent with Protecting Florida Springs: Land Use

646/ Strategi es and Best Managenent Practices, published by the

647 Departnents of Community Affairs and Environnental Protection,
648| dated Decenber 2002, and this act.

649 (c) Mnimumrequirenents for | and use and devel opnent

650| standards adopted by the state | and pl anni ng agency shal

651| address the foll ow ng:

652 1. Providing for appropriate drainage, wastewater

653| treatnent, and water supply to support new or existing

654| devel opnent.

655 2. Encouraging the location of |ow-inpact |and uses near

656 the springs and in areas of high recharge. Low i npact |and uses

657 include preservation, conservation, recreation, uninproved

658 rangeland, silviculture, and rural residential.

659 3. Mnimzing inpervious surfaces to reduce runoff and

660| retain recharge.

661 4. Maintaining open space and natural recharge areas to

662| protect groundwater resources and wildlife habitat through

663| performance standards for open space and i npervi ous surface
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664 coverage, clustering, transfer of |land use credits or

665| devel opnent rights, and | and acqui sition, purchase of

666 devel opnent rights, and conservati on easenents

667 5. Managi ng stormnvater inpacts to reduce runoff and

668 maintain water quality of recharge

669 6. Providing enhanced wastewater treatnent for septic

670 tanks, central treatnent systens, and a septic tank mai ntenance

671| program
672 7. Using | andscape desi gn and nai nt enance to reduce

673| inpacts fromchem cals and conserve water resources, including

674| golf course design and nai ntenance

675 8. Siting, constructing, and maintaining golf courses

676/ using speci al nmanagenent zones, best nmanagenent practices,

677| integrated pest nmanagenent, and a natural resource nanagenent

678 plan to prevent, nanage, and nonitor potential inpacts to water

679 resources.

680 9. Adopting |local prograns for public education,

681| partnerships with property owners, consideration of |and use or

682| devel opnent rights acquisition, cooperative managenent of

683 publicly owned | ands, econoni c devel opnent, and ecotourism
684 (d) Wthin 1 year after the designation of the Wkiva
685 River Springshed Protection Area, or as part of any

686 conprehensive pl an anmendnent that proposes to increase the

687| density or intensity of use within the Wkiva Ri ver Springshed

688 Protection Area, a |l ocal governnent nust adopt the conprehensive

689 plan anendnents required by this subsection. A |ocal governnent

690| may not anend its conprehensive plan thereafter unless it has

691 adopted the required conprehensive plan amendnents. The
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692 Adm nistration Conm ssion nay i npose the sanctions provided by

693| s. 163.3184(11) against any |l ocal governnent that fails to adopt

694 the required conprehensive plan anendnents, using the procedure

695| in s. 163.3191(11). Al existing | ocal governnents are required

696 to adopt the conprehensive plan amendnents required by this

697 subsection as anmendnents to their respective conprehensive

698| plans. Al nunicipalities incorporated within the Wkiva Ri ver
699 Springshed Protection Area after July 1, 2003, shall include

700 applicable portions of the conprehensive plan amendnents

701| required by this subsection in the initial transmttal and

702 adoption of its |ocal governnent conprehensive plan.

703 (e) Inits review of revised conprehensive plans submtted

704 after the due date described in this subsection, and in its

705| review of conprehensive plan anendnents submtted after those

706 due dates, the state | and planning agency shall review the | ocal

707 conprehensive plans, and any anmendnents, which are applicable to

708 portions of the Wkiva River Springshed Protection Area for

709 conpliance with the provisions of this subsection in addition to

710 its review of |ocal conprehensive plans and amendnents for

711 conpliance as defined in s. 163.3184; and all the procedures and
712| penalties described in s. 163.3184 shall be applicable to this
713 review.

714 (6) | NTEGRATI ON OF FUTURE TRANSPORTATI ON, LAND USE, AND
715| WATER RESOURCE PLANNI NG | N THE WEKI VA BASI N AREA. - -
716 (a) By Septenber 30, 2003, the state |and pl anni ng agency

717 shall give notice of proposed rul enaki ng pursuant to s.

718 120.54(2)(d) to establish mninumcriteria integration of future

719 transportation, |land use, and water resource planning in the
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720 integrated planning area desi gnated by the Governor and Cabi net.

721| These requirenments shall address the foll ow ng:

722 1. A detailed | and use plan that does not exceed the

723| overall types, intensities, and densities of devel opnent now

724 permtted by the applicable | ocal conprehensive plan as of July

725 1, 2003. However, flexibility is available to convert between

726| | and use categories when provisions are established to protect

727 rural character, where appropriate. The | and use pl an adopted by

728| the respective jurisdictions may include the establishnment of

729 reasonabl e urban growth boundaries for existing nunicipalities

730 in the area. As a conponent of the | and use plan, a | ocal

731| governnent shall have the option to investigate the econom c and

732 other benefits that m ght be derived fromthe establishnment of a
733| rural |and stewardship area pursuant to s. 163.3177(11)(d). As
734 part of this investigation, a |ocal governnent shall have the

735 flexibility to consider application of the stewardshi p concept

736/ that nay be better suited to |local circunstances. If deened

737 beneficial, a rural |and stewardship area shoul d be established

738| by the | ocal governnent.

739 2. Atransportation plan that addresses, as applicabl e,

740 the Wekiva Parkway alignnents, interchange | ocations, and the

741 need for any additional or expanded expressways, including

742 alignnent, interchange | ocations, and design and construction

743| features. The transportation plan should i nclude an eval uati on

744 of any progranmed road i nprovenents within or which mght affect
745 the Wekiva River Protection Area and Wkiva R ver Springs

746 Protection Area and elimnate any inprovenents that are

747 inconsistent with maintaining rural character, where
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748 appropriate, or protecting groundwater recharge, or that are

749 made unnecessary by the Wekiva Parkway or the U S. 441 bypass.

750 3. Infrastructure planning, including best nanagenent

751| practices and incentives for enhanced wastewater treatnent and

752 effluent disposal; stormwater nanagenent, including prograns

753| establishing incentives and/or regulations for the inspection

754 and nai ntenance of existing onsite treatnent and di sposal

755 systens; and for the installation of enhanced onsite treatnent

756| and di sposal systens.

757 4. Provisions requiring design standards for conmercia

758 and ot her signage that are conpatible with and reflect the

759 character of the area.

760 5. Interchange | and use plans, as applicable, including

761| provisions for |land use planning requirenents for each of the

762 interchanges associated with the Wkiva Parkway, including |and

763| use strategi es and devel opnent standards to namintain, where

764| appropriate, rural character and to protect groundwater

765 resources. The interchange | and use plans or any ot her plans for

766| additional expressways nust address appropriate | and uses and

767| conpati bl e devel opnent, secondary road access, access

768 managenent, right-of-way protection, vegetative protection and

769| | andscapi ng, signage, and the hei ght and appearance of

770| structures.
771 (b) During the period of tine between July 1, 2003, and
772 the designation of the integrated planning area by the

773 Adm nistration Conm ssion, a | ocal governnent with jurisdiction

774 shall not anend its conprehensive plan in the foll ow ng areas
775 within Lake County and Orange County: Township 18 South, Range
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776 27 East, Sections 22-27, 34-36; and Township 18 South, Range 28
777\ East, Section 19-22, 27-34; and Township 19 South, Range 27

778 East, Section 1-3, 10-15, 23-26, 35, 36; and Township 19 south,
779 Range 28 East, Section 3-10, 15-22, 27-34; and Township 20

780| South, Range 27 East, Sections 1, 2, 11-14, 23-26, 35, 36; and
781 Township 20 South, Range 28 East, Sections 3-10, 15-22, |ess and

782| except those lands located in a joint planning area defined by a

783 county and nunicipality as of July 1, 2003, and | ess and except

784| those lands |located in the Weki va River Protection Area defi ned
785/ in s. 369.303(9).

786 (c) Notwi thstandi ng paragraph (b), a nmunicipality may

787 anend its plan:

788 1. Wthin its corporate boundaries as they exi sted on

789 January 15, 2003.

790 2. In areas where nunicipal services are al ready provided

791 or are scheduled to be provided in a 5-year capital plan in
792| effect on January 15, 2003.

793 3. As needed to plan, design, engineer, and acquire the
794| right-of-way for the Weki va Parkway or the U S. 441 bypass.
795

79| This act shall not be construed to limt any |ocal government’s

797 authority to inplenent its current conprehensive plan, including

798| the ability to provide services as provided in the 5-year

799| capital inprovenent el enent.

800 (d) Wthin 1 year after the designation of the integrated

801| planning area, or as part of any conprehensive plan anendnent

802| that proposes to increase the density or intensity of use within

803| the integrated planning area, a |ocal governnent nust adopt the
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804| conprehensive plan amendnents required by this subsection. A

805/ | ocal governnent nay not anend its conprehensive plan thereafter

806| unless it has adopted the required plan anendnments. The

807! Adm nistration Conm ssion nay i npose the sanctions provided in

808 s. 163.3184(11) against any |local governnment that fails to adopt

809| the required conprehensive plan anendnents, using the procedure

810| in s. 163.3191(11). Al existing |ocal governnents are required

811 to adopt the conprehensive plan anendnents required by this

812| subsection as anendnents to their respective conprehensive

813 plans. Al nmunicipalities incorporated within the integrated

814| planning area after July 1, 2003, shall include applicable

815| portions of the conprehensive plan anendnents required by this

816| subsection in the initial transmttal and adoption of its |oca

817| governnent conprehensive pl an.

818 (e) Inits review of revised conprehensive plans after the

819| due date described in this subsection, and in its revi ew of

820| conprehensive plan amendnents after those due dates, the state

821| | and pl anni ng agency shall review the | ocal conprehensive pl ans

822| and any anendnents that are applicable to portions of the

823| integrated planning area for conpliance with the provisions of

824| this subsection in addition to its review of |ocal conprehensive

825| plans and anendnments for conpliance as defined in s. 163. 3184;

826 and all the procedures and penalties described in s. 163. 3184

827| shall be applicable to this review

828 (f) As part of the integrated planning process for future

829| transportation, |and use, and water resources, the state | and

830| planning agency and | ocal governnents with jurisdiction are

831| encouraged to consider issues of conpatibility of the integrated
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832| planning area with the Wkiva R ver Protection Area as

833| designated in part Il of chapter 369. By Septenber 15, 2004, the
834| state | and pl anning agency shall report to the Governor, the

835| President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

836| Representatives any |and use conpatibility issues with respect

837| to the Wekiva River Protection Area, including reconmendations

838| to address any identified conpatibility issues.
839 (7) TRANSPORTATI ON REQUI REMENTS FOR THE WEKI VA PARKVWAY. - -

840 (a) The Departnment of Transportation, in collaboration

841 with the Turnpi ke Enterprise, the Ol ando- Orange County

842| Expressway Authority, and the Sem nol e County Expressway
843| Authority, shall, by Septenber 15, 2004, provide to the Governor
844 and the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

845| Representatives a report of their joint recommendations to

846| inplenent the Wekiva Basin Area task force reconmendations in

847| its final report dated January 15, 2003. The report shall al so

848| include the agencies’ joint recommendati ons on the foll ow ng:

849 1. The choice of a |ead agency to build the Wkiva Par kway

850 and the respective roles of other transportati on agencies,

851| authorities, and enterprises.

852 2. A funding plan for |ocating, designing, and

853| constructing the Weki va Parkway that addresses the task force

854| recomendations related to wider rights-of-way to pronpte the

855| parkway concept, preserve rural character, buffer interchanges,

856 and ot her design features.

857 3. Any legislation needed to secure the authority needed

858| to acquire private |ands or devel opnent rights within the Wkiva

859 River Protection Area or the Wkiva River Springshed Protection
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860 Area in excess of that which is required for right-of-way and

861| associ ated roadway construction.
862 (b) The Ol ando- Orange County Expressway Authority, the
863| Seni nole County Expressway Authority, the Departnent of

864| Transportation, and the turnpi ke enterprise shall |ocate the

865| precise corridor and interchanges for the Wkiva Par kway

866| consistent with the legislative intent expressed in this act.
867 (c) No authority created under chapters 334, 338, and 348

868| shall have power to construct the Wkiva Parkway or to construct

869| or expand anot her expressway or limted access facility within
870 the Wekiva R ver Protection Area or the Wkiva River Springshed

871 Protection Area until the Wekiva Ri ver Springshed Protection

872| Area conprehensive plan requirenents and the integrated future

873| transportation, |and use, and water resources conprehensive pl an

874| requirenents are adopted pursuant to this section.
875
876| Notwi thstanding the foregoing, should a | ocal governnent fail to

877 tinely and appropriately adopt plan amendnents required by this

878| section, it shall be subject to the inposition of sanctions by

879 the Adm nistration Conm ssion, and such failure alone shall not

880| preclude construction of the Wkiva Parkway.
881 (9) PLANNI NG ASSI STANCE TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. - - The state

882| | and pl anni ng agency and appropriate state and regi onal agencies

883| shall provide planning assistance to the affected | ocal

884| governnents in the devel opnment of conprehensive plan anendnents

885 to neet the requirenents of this act. The state | and pl anni ng

886| agency, with the support of the Departnment of Environnental

887| Protection, the Departnment of Agriculture and Consuner Services,
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888| and the St. Johns River Water Managenent District, shall devel op

889| nodel | and devel opnent requl ations for the i npl ementati on of

890| this act. The state | and pl anning agency is authorized to

891| prioritize the expenditure of funds appropriated for the purpose

892| of providing technical assistance to |ocal governnents to those

893| local governnents with jurisdiction in the Wkiva River

894| Springshed Protection Area.

895 (10) DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE AND CONSUMER
896| SERVI CES. --The Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services
897| shall assist |local governnents in inplenenting this section and

898| | ocal governnents shall consult with said departnent to

899| determine if agricultural best managenment practices shoul d be

900| included in the conprehensive plan. Follow ng consultation with

901| a | ocal governnment, any agricultural best nanagenment practices

902 to be included in a conprehensive plan anendnent shall be

903| devel oped by the Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner
904| Services.

905 Section 3. Paragraph (m is added to subsection (1) of
906/ section 163.3187, Florida Statutes, to read:

907 163. 3187 Anmendnment of adopted conprehensive plan. --

908 (1) Anmendnents to conprehensive plans adopted pursuant to

909 this part may be nmade not nore than two tines during any
910| cal endar year, except:

911 (m Any conprehensive plan anendnent related to the

912 inplenentation of the Wkiva Ri ver Basin Planning Act, pursuant
913| to s. 369.3011

914 Section 4. Section 373.4155, Florida Statutes, is created
915| to read:
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916 373.4155 Duties of the St. Johns River Water Managenent
917| District regarding springshed protection.--Wthin 90 days after

918| the adoption of a final boundary of the Wkiva River Springshed

919| Protection Area by the Adm nistrati on Conm ssi on pursuant to s.
920 369.3011, the St. Johns River \Water Managenent District shal

921| publish notice of proposed rul e anendnents to consi der

922| inplenentation consistent with this act.

923 Section 5. Section 381.0069, Florida Statutes, is created
924! to read:
925 381. 0069 Wekiva River Springshed Protection Area.--Wthin

926 3 years after the adoption of a final boundary of the Wkiva

927| River Springshed Protection Area by the Adm nistration
928| Conmi ssion pursuant to s. 163.3247, the Departnment of Health,
929] with assistance fromthe Departnent of Environnental Protection,

930 shall develop a programto encourage and provide incentives for

931| the inspection and mai ntenance of onsite wastewater treatnent

932| and di sposal systens and for the installation of enhanced onsite

933| treatnent and di sposal systenms within the Wkiva River

934| Springshed Protection Area.

935 Section 6. Subsection (8) is added to section 373.139,
936| Florida Statutes, to read:

937 373.139 Acquisition of real property.--

938 (8 The St. Johns River Water Managenent District is

939| encouraged to pursue purchase of | ands and devel opnent rights on

940 lands in the Wkiva Basin Area that contri bute surface water and

941| groundwater to spring flow as a neans to protect the Wkiva

942| River Springs through a reduction of devel opable unit density.
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943 Section 7. Subsection (5) of section 369.307, Florida
944| Statutes, is anended to read:
945 369. 307 Devel opnents of Regional Inpact in the Wkiva

946 River Protection Area; |land acquisition.--

947 (5) The Departnment of Environnental Protection is directed
948 to proceed to negotiate for acquisition of conservation and

949 recreation lands projects within the Wkiva River Protection

950 Area provided that such projects have been deenmed qualified

951| wunder statutory and rule criteria for purchase and have been

952| placed on the priority list for acquisition by the advisory

953| council created in s. 259.035 or its successor. Agencies are

954| encouraged to use all neans at their disposal for conpleting the

955 acquisition of the Wkiva-Ccala G eenway Florida Forever

956| Project. Efforts should be nade to identify and acquire

957| additional lands in the Wkiva River Springshed Protection Area

958 and Wekiva River Protection Area, including efforts to protect

959| agricultural and environnentally sensitive |ands through the

960| purchase of easenents as provided in ss. 570.70 and 570. 71.

961| Agenci es are encouraged to pursue bi ndi ng purchase agreenents

962| for the acquisition of properties identified in s.
963| 369.3011(2)(c)16., to the greatest extent practicable, prior to
964| the commencenent of construction of the Wkiva Parkway, the U S.

965| 441 bypass, or any ot her expressways or linited-access roads
966/ within the Wekiva Ri ver Springshed Protection Area or \Wkiva
967| River Protection Area.

968 Section 8. This act shall stand repeal ed effective July 1,

969| 2008, unless purchase of the right-of-way for the Wkiva Parkway

970 has been conpl et ed.
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971 Section 9. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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