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HB 1345 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to the Florida Comm ssion on Deaf ness;
creating the Florida Conm ssion on Deafness; providing
nmenber shi p and organi zati on of the conm ssion; providing
rol e, purpose, powers, duties, and responsibilities of the

comm ssion; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. FIl ori da Conm ssi on on Deaf ness. --

(1)(a) There is established the Florida Conm ssion on

Deaf ness. The commission is assigned to the Executive Ofice of

the Governor for adm nistrative and fiscal accountability

purposes, but it shall otherwi se function i ndependently of the

control, supervision, and direction of the Executive Ofice of

t he Gover nor.

(b) The comm ssion shall consist of 9 nenbers appoi nted by

the Governor, five of whomshall be representatives of and

reconmended by statew de not-for-profit professional

organi zati ons that represent deaf, hard-of-hearing, and | ate-

deaf ened individuals, three of whom shall be representatives of

and recommended by statew de not-for-profit professional or

service-provi der organi zations, and one of whomshall be a

representative of the Departnent of Managenent Services. Each

menber shall serve a termof 4 years; however, for the purpose

of providing staggered terns, of the initial appointnents, four

nmenbers shall be appointed to a 2-year termand five nenbers

shall be appointed to a 4-year term Any vacancy on the

conm ssion shall be filled in the sane nanner as the origina

appoi nt nent, and any nenber appointed to fill a vacancy
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HB 1345 2003
occurring because of death, resignation, or ineligibility for

nmenbership shall serve only for the unexpired term of the

nmenber's predecessor.

(c) The conm ssion shall elect one nmenber to serve as

chair of the comm ssion for a termof 1 year. The comm ssion

shal |l neet at | east once each quarter. Al neetings are subject

to the call of the chair. Ei ght nenbers of the comm ssion shal

constitute a quorum

(d) Menbers of the comm ssion shall serve without

conpensati on but may be rei nbursed for per diemand trave

expenses pursuant to s. 112.061, Florida Statutes

(e) The comm ssion shall enploy and supervise an executive

director. The executive director shall report directly to the

conmm ssion. The executive director shall be responsible for

enpl oyi ng and supervising all enployees and staff nenbers of the

conm Ssi on.

(2) The comm ssion shall have a main office, which shal

be centrally located in the state in an area where there are

| arge, active deaf, hard-of-hearing, and | at e-deaf ened

communities, and shall establish six regional offices throughout

the state to provide services to deaf, hard-of-hearing, and

| at e- deafened citizens and to assist |local service providers in

the delivery of such services.

(3)(a) It shall be the role of the conm ssion to address

t he needs of deaf, hard-of-hearing, and | ate-deafened

i ndi vidual s by providing technical assistance, advocacy, and

education. To that end, the conm ssion shall:

1. Provide information and assistance to the Legi sl ature.

2. Provide technical assistance to other state agencies.

3. Provide informati on and referral services.
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4. Pronpte public and individual advocacy for deaf, hard-

of -hearing, and | ate-deafened citizens.

5. Conduct public hearings as needed.

(b) It shall be a prinary role of the conmm ssion to ensure

t hat educational, nental health, nedical, |egal, social, and

vocati onal services and activities are fully accessible by deaf,

hard- of -heari ng, and | ate-deafened citizens. The conm ssi on

shall initiate recommendati ons to state agencies regardi ng

conpliance with accessibility i ssues and standards as they

relate to services for deaf, hard-of-hearing, and | at e-deaf ened

i ndi vidual s and nay file deficiency reports with agenci es when

it has deened that services are inaccessible to such

individuals. It shall be a duty of the comm ssion to ensure

conpliance by state agencies with equi pnent and comruni cati on

accessibility standards in the provision of services to deaf,

har d- of -heari ng, and | ate-deafened individuals. The conm ssi on

shal | al so exerci se oversi ght and enforcenent responsibilities

with respect to licensure and accreditati on of sign-Ilanguage

interpreters, oral interpreters, and entities providing

services, both directly and indirectly, to individuals with

heari ng | oss.

(c) The comm ssion shall have the authority to w thdraw

any contract or agreenent it has entered into or to revoke any

| i cense issued under the authority of the conmmission if at any

tine it determ nes that the service or services provided by the

person or entity with whomthe comm ssion has a contract or

agreenment or to whoma |icense has been issued are i naccessibl e

to individuals with hearing loss. In instances in which the

conmi ssion deternm nes that a service or services are

i naccessible to individuals with hearing | oss and t he
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jurisdiction to take renedial action lies with a state agency,

the comm ssion nay offer technical assistance, infornmation, and

support to the state agency.

(d) The conm ssion shall have oversight responsibility in

areas related to accessibility to individuals with hearing | oss,

i ncluding, but not limted to, standards for and |icensure of

si gn-l anguage interpreters and providers of Conputer-A ded Real -

tine Transl ation services (CART) and other service provider

accreditati on standards for which oversight is not provided by a

state agency. In areas in which oversight responsibility resides

wWth a state agency, the conm ssion shall provide technical

assi stance and i nformati on exchange.

(e) The commi ssion nay:

1. Secure assistance fromall state departnents and

agencies in order to avail itself of expertise at mninmal cost.

2. Procure informati on and assi stance fromthe state or

any political subdivision, municipal corporation, public

of ficer, or governnental departnent or agency thereof.

3. Apply for and accept funds, grants, gifts, and services

fromlocal or state governnent or the Federal Governnent, or

fromany of their agencies, or any other public or private

source and may use funds derived fromthese sources to defray

adm ni strative costs, inplenment prograns as may be necessary to

carry out the comm ssion's charge, and assi st agenci es,

institutions, and individuals in the inplenentation of progranms

designed to ensure full accessibility to services by individuals

wth hearing | oss.

4. Contract for necessary goods and servi ces.

(f) The conm ssion shall provide funding for direct

servi ces through the request-for-proposal process, which shal
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i nclude, but not be |limted to, regional core services, |ocal

direct services such as one-stop centers that provide services

to facilitate conmuni cation accessibility anong individuals with

hearing | oss, licensure of sign-|language interpreters in the

state, accreditation of service providers for individuals with

hearing | oss, and assistance to state agencies in the

enforcenent of existing laws to ensure that public-sector and

private-sector services are accessible to individuals with

heari ng | oss.

(4) Al executive branch state agencies are instructed,

and all other state agencies are requested, to aid and assi st

the comm ssion in the acconplishnent of its purposes.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon beconming a | aw.
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