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L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

HB 1399 2003

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to district school board enpl oyees;
creating s. 112.1916, F.S.; extending special death
benefits to certain district school board enpl oyees who
provide indirect services to students; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 112.1916, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:

112. 1916 District school board enpl oyees; death

benefits.--Any other provision of lawto the contrary

not wi t hst andi ng:

(1) As used in this section, the term

(a) "Beneficiary" neans the person designated by the

enpl oyee in witing, signed by the enployee and delivered to the

enpl oyer during the enployee's lifetine. If a beneficiary is

not designated, the beneficiary is the enployee's estate.

(b) "Duties" nmeans the actual performance of duties

requi red by an enpl oyee's enpl oynent during his or her regularly

schedul ed worki ng hours or irregular working hours as required

by the enpl oyer

(c) "Enployee" nmeans an enpl oyee of a district schoo

board but does not include independent contractors, personnel

enpl oyed by another entity who provide services to the district

school board pursuant to contract, instructional staff personnel

as described in s. 1012.01(2), or school admnistrators as
described in s. 1012.01(3)(c).
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HB 1399 2003
(d) "Enployer" nmeans the district school board.

(2) The benefits described in subsection (3) shall be

provi ded when an enployee is killed or injured and dies as a

result of an unlawful and intentional act, provided that such

killing or infjury and death is the result of an act of violence

inflicted by anot her person, and provided that such act is

inflicted upon the enpl oyee while he or she is engaged in the

perfornance of the enpl oyee's duties.

(3) If an enpl oyee di es under the conditions described in

subsection (2), benefits shall be provided as foll ows:
(a) The sum of $75,000 shall be paid, whether secured by

i nsurance or not, to the beneficiary. The paynent shall be in

addition to any other insurance, workers' conpensation, or

pensi on benefits or other benefits that enpl oyee beneficiaries

and dependents are entitled to under state or federal statutes

and shall be exenpt fromthe clains and demands of creditors of

such enpl oyee, pursuant to s. 732.402(2)(d).
(b) The sum of $1,000 shall be paid, whether secured by

i nsurance or not, to the beneficiary toward the funeral and

burial expenses of such enpl oyee. The paynent shall be in

addition to any workers' conpensati on or pension benefits or

ot her benefits that enpl oyee beneficiaries and dependents are

entitled to under state or federal statutes and shall be exenpt

fromthe clainms and demands of creditors of such enpl oyee,
pursuant to s. 732.402(2)(d).

(c) Paynment of the entire health insurance prem umfor the

school district's health insurance plan shall continue for the

enpl oyee' s surviving spouse until remarried, and for each

dependent child of the enpl oyee until the child reaches the age
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of majority or until the end of the cal endar year in which the

child reaches the age of 25 if:

1. At the tine of the enployee's death, the child is

dependent upon the enpl oyee for support

2. The surviving child continues to be dependent for

support, or the surviving child is a full-tinme or part-tine

student and i s dependent for support.

The district school board that enpl oyed the enpl oyee who is

killed shall pay the health insurance premuns. The district

school board shall report annually to the Departnent of

Education the anpunt of prem uns paid pursuant to this

paragraph. The Departnent of Education shall provide

rei nbursenent to the district for the prem um paynents.

(d) Wiiver of certain educational expenses which chil dren

of the deceased enpl oyee incur while obtaining a vocational -

technical certificate or an undergraduate education shall be

according to conditions set forth in this paragraph. The anount

wai ved by the state shall be an anpbunt equal to the cost of

tuition and matriculation and registration fees for a total of

120 credit hours at a university. The child nay attend a state

vocati onal -techni cal school, a state community coll ege, or a

state university. The child may attend any or all of the

institutions specified in this paragraph, on either a full -tinme

or part-tinme basis. The benefits provided under this paragraph
shal|l continue to the child until the child' s 25th birthday.

1. Upon failure of any child benefited by the provisions

of this paragraph to conply with the ordinary and m ni mum

requi renents of the institution attended, both as to discipline
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and schol arship, the benefits shall be withdrawn as to the child

and no further noneys nay be expended for the child' s benefits

so long as such failure or delinquency continues.

2. A student who becones eligible for benefits under the

provisions of this paragraph while enrolled in an institution

must be in good standing with the institution to receive the

benefits provi ded herein.

3. Achild receiving benefits under this paragraph nust be

enrol |l ed according to the customary rul es and requirenents of

the institution attended.

(4) The State Board of Education shall adopt rul es and

procedures necessary to i nplenent the provisions of this
section, pursuant to ss. 120.536(1), 120.54, and 120.541.

(5) State funding shall be as provided annually in the

General Appropriations Act.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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