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Florida Senate - 2003 SJR 1420
By Senat or Canpbel

32-1468-03 See HIR 211
Senate Joint Resol uti on No.
A joint resolution proposing the creation of
Section 20 of Article Ill of the State
Constitution to create a joint |egislative
committee to conduct periodic review of al
exenptions fromthe tax on sal es, use, and
ot her transactions inposed by |aw and al
excl usions of sales of services from such
taxati on.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the creation of Section 20 of Article |1l of the
State Constitution set forth belowis agreed to and shall be
submtted to the electors of this state for approval or
rejection at the next general election or at an earlier
special election specifically authorized by |law for that
pur pose:
ARTI CLE | I']
LEG SLATURE
SECTION 20. Joint legislative conmttee for the review

of exenptions fromthe tax on sales, use, and other

transacti ons and all exclusions of sales of services from such

taxation. - -
(a) There is created a joint committee of the

| egi slature to conduct conprehensive, periodic review of al

exenptions to the tax on sales, use, and other transactions

i nposed by | aw and excl usions of sales of services from such

taxation. The conmm ttee shall consist of nine senators

appoi nted by the President of the Senate and ni ne

representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House of
1
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Representatives. The terns of the nenbers of the initial

committee for each review cycle shall commence upon

appoi ntnent and shall run to the general election preceding

t he organi zation of the next legislature. The terns of the

nmenbers of subsequent comrittees for each review cycle shal

be for 2 years and shall run fromthe organi zati on of one

| egislature to the general election preceding the organization

of the next legislature. A vacancy shall be filled in the sane

manner as the original appointnment. During even-nunbered

years, the chair of the conmittee shall be appointed by the

Presi dent of the Senate, and the vice chair of the commttee

shal | be appointed by the Speaker of the House of

Representatives. During odd-nunbered years, the chair of the

comm ttee shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, and the vice chair of the cormmittee shall be

appoi nted by the President of the Senate.

(b) The committee for each review cycle shall have its

initial neeting no |l ater than Decenber 1 of the year of its

first regular session, and thereafter as necessary at the cal

of the chair at the tine and place designated by the chair. A

guorum shall consist of a majority of the committee nenbers

fromeach house. During the interimbetween regul ar sessions,

the committee may conduct its neetings through tel econferences

or other simlar neans.

(c) The committee shall be governed by joint rules

adopted by the legislature no |later than the 2005 regul ar

session pursuant to authority to adopt rul es under section 4

of this article.

(d) In conducting its review of each exenption from

the tax or the exclusion of the sale of a service fromthe

tax, the conmittee shall make findings of fact and reconmend
2
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whet her the exenption should be retained, nodified, or

repeal ed or the exclusion should be retained or elimnated.

Each recommendati on nust be nade by mpjority vote of the

comm ttee nenbers fromeach house. If a majority vote of the

comm ttee nenbers from each house cannot be achi eved, the

comm ttee nust recommend that the exenption or exclusion be

retained. The findings of fact and reconmendati ons of the

commttee shall be made by reports to the President of the

Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(e) The committee may use its discretion in

determning the order in which it reviews the exenptions and

excl usi ons; however, the committee should review approxi mately

one-fifth of the exenptions each year of a 5-year review

period. For the initial 5-year review, the commttee shal

submt, to the President of the Senate and t he Speaker of the

House of Representatives, its reports not |later than 30 days

prior to each regular session in the years 2006, 2007, 2008,

2009, and 2010. The conmittee shall begin a new 5-year review

cycle of all exenptions to the tax on sal es, use, and other

transacti ons and all exclusions of sales of services from such

taxation every 10 years following the ternination of the

previous review cycle. For each subsequent 5-year review, the

commttee shall subnmit its reports not later than 30 days

prior to the regul ar session of each year of that review

period, beginning with the 10th year after the year of the

final report for the previous review

(f) At the regular session foll ow ng subm ssion of

each annual report to the presiding officers of the

| egislature, the conmttee nust introduce bhills presenting for

reenactnent, nodification, or repeal those exenptions from

such tax and any inposition of tax on sales of services that
3
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were reconmended by the conmmittee in the report subnitted

i mmedi ately prior to the session in which introduced. Each

bill so introduced nust be restricted to a single exenption or

the inposition of the tax on a single service and nust be

submtted to a vote of the nenbers of the Senate no | ater than

the eighth week of the session in which introduced. Each bil

that receives a mpjority vote in the Senate shall be submtted

to a vote of the nenbers of the House of Representatives. An

exenption shall not be considered repealed if a bil

presenting the exenption for reenactnent fails to becone | aw.

(g) Nothing contained in this section shall preclude,

or be construed to linmit, alegislator fromfiling for any

| egi slative session a bill proposing to nodify, repeal, or

enact any exenption fromthe tax on sales, use, and other

transactions or any exclusion of sales of services fromsuch

t axati on.
BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the followi ng statenment be
pl aced on the ball ot:
CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDNMENT
SECTI ON 20, ARTICLE I11
JO NT LEGQ SLATI VE COW TTEE FOR REVI EW OF SALES TAX
EXEMPTI ONS AND EXCLUSI ONS. - - Proposes the creation of Section
20 of Article Ill of the State Constitution to create a joint
| egislative conmittee to conduct a 5-year review of al
exenptions fromthe tax on sales, use, and other transactions
i mposed by | aw and excl usions of sales of services from such
taxation. Provides for a new 5-year review every 10 years
after conclusion of the prior review. Requires the conmittee
to submit its recommendations in annual reports to the
presiding officers of the Legislature. Requires the committee
to introduce bills presenting for reenactnent, nodification
4
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1| or repeal those exenptions fromsuch tax and any inposition of
2| tax on sales of services that were recommended by the

3| comiittee in the report submitted i Mmediately prior to the
4| session in which introduced. Requires each bill so introduced
5]to be restricted to a single exenption or the inposition of
6| the tax on a single service and submitted to a vote of the
7 | menbers of the Legislature during the session in which

8 | introduced. Preserves a legislator's right to file for any
9] legislative session a bill proposing to nodify, repeal, or
10 | enact any exenption fromthe tax on sal es, use, and other
11 | transactions or any exclusion of sales of services fromsuch
12 | taxati on.
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