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HB 1423 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to public school student progression;
anmending s. 1008.25, F.S.; revising provisions relating to
mandatory retention; providing for mandatory retention at
the end of grade 4 based on reading deficiency
denonstrated on statew de assessnment testing and teacher

observation; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (5) of section 1008.25, Florida
Statutes, is anmended to read:

1008. 25 Public school student progression; renedial
instruction; reporting requirenents.--

(5) READI NG DEFI CI ENCY AND PARENTAL NOTI FI CATI ON. - -

(a) It is the ultimte goal of the Legislature that every
student read at or above grade |evel. Any student who exhibits a
substantial deficiency in reading, based upon |ocally determ ned
or statew de assessnents conducted in kindergarten or grade 1,
grade 2, or grade 3, or through teacher observations, nust be
given intensive reading instruction imediately foll ow ng the
identification of the reading deficiency. The student's reading
proficiency must be reassessed by locally determ ned assessnents
or through teacher observations at the begi nning of the grade
followi ng the intensive reading instruction. The student nust
continue to be provided with intensive reading instruction until
the reading deficiency is renedied.

(b) Beginning with the 2003-2004 2002-2003 school year, if
the student's reading deficiency, as identified in paragraph

(a), is not renedied by the end of grade 4 3, as denonstrated by
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st atewi de assessnent testing in reading and by teacher

observation of a deficiency in readi ng seering—at—tLevel 2 or

t he student mnust be retained.

(c) Beginning with the 2003-2004 2002-2003 school year,
t he parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency
in reading, as described in paragraph (a), nust be notified in
witing of the foll ow ng:

1. That his or her child has been identified as having a
substanti al deficiency in reading.

2. A description of the current services that are provided
to the child.

3. A description of the proposed suppl enent al
i nstructional services and supports that will be provided to the
child that are designed to renediate the identified area of
readi ng deficiency.

4. That if the child s reading deficiency is not
remedi ated by the end of grade 4 3, the child nust be retained
unl ess he or she is exenpt from mandatory retention for good
cause.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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