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SENATE AMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 1444
Anendnent No. ~~ Barcode 891206

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

3/ AD 2R
04/ 29/ 2003 11: 36 AM

Senator Lynn noved the foll owi ng amendnent:
Senat e Amrendnent
On page 3, line 27, through page 5, line 18, delete

t hose |ines

and insert: be expanded to include nedical records and

certain information regarding foster parent applicants, as

well as information regarding a foster parent applicant's

spouse, child, and other adult household nenbers, in order to

protect information of a sensitive personal nature. Public

access to such records could cause harmor enbarrassnent to an

i ndi vi dual and constitutes an unwarranted invasion into an

individual's |ife and personal privacy. The harm from

disclosi ng nedi cal records outwei ghs any public benefit that

can be derived frompublic access to such records. The

Legi sl ature also finds that the public records exenption for

nedi cal records is a public necessity because matters of

personal health are traditionally private and confidentia

concerns between a patient and a health care provider. The

private and confidential nature of personal health nmatters
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pervades both the public and private health care sectors.

Furthernore, the public availability of nedical records could

| essen the willingness of prospective careqgivers to revea

nedi cal information, thus hindering the departnent's ability

to assess foster parent applicants and |icensed foster parents

and hindering the departnent's attenpts to nake appropriate

pl acenents for foster children. The Leqislature further finds

that it is a public necessity to provide foster parent

applicants with the same public records exenption afforded

licensed foster parents under s. 409.175(16), Florida

Statutes, in order to encourage persons to apply to becone

licensed foster parents. The public availability of such

information regarding foster parent applicants could have a

negative, chilling effect on the recruitnent of such persons.

Accordingly, the public records exenption for such applicant

informati on and for nedical records is a public necessity for

the effective and efficient operation of the foster care

program
Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a

| aw.
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