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Florida Senate - 2003 SB 1474
By Senator Vill al obos

38-807-03 See HB 5
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to sexual offenders; anending
S. 943.0435, F.S.; pernmitting a judge presiding
in a case in which certain mnors are convicted
of sexual battery or other sexual offenses to
pl ace the nane of the convicted mnor on the
list of persons required to be registered with
t he Departnent of Law Enforcenent as a sexua
of fender when the ninor reaches a certain age;
providing a penalty; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (11) of section 943. 0435,
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

943. 0435 Sexual offenders required to register with
t he departnent; penalty.--

(11) A sexual offender nmust nmintain registration with
the departnent for the duration of his or her life, unless the
sexual offender has received a full pardon or has had a
conviction set aside in a postconviction proceeding for any
of fense that neets the criteria for classifying the person as
a sexual offender for purposes of registration. However, a
sexual offender:

(a) Who has been lawfully rel eased from confinenent,
supervi sion, or sanction, whichever is later, for at |east 20
years and has not been arrested for any felony or m sdeneanor
of fense since rel ease; or

(b) Who was 18 years of age or under at the tine the
of fense was conmmitted and the victimwas 12 years of age or
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ol der and adjudication was withheld for that offense, who is

rel eased fromall sanctions, who has had 10 years el apse since
havi ng been placed on probation, and who has not been arrested

for any felony or nisdeneanor offense since the date of
conviction of the qualifying offense

may petition the crimnal division of the circuit court of the
circuit in which the sexual offender resides for the purpose
of renoving the requirenent for registration as a sexua
of fender. The court nay grant or deny such relief if the
of fender denpbnstrates to the court that he or she has not been
arrested for any crine since release; the requested relief
conplies with the provisions of the federal Jacob Wetterling
Act, as anended, and any other federal standards applicable to
the renoval of registration requirenents for a sexual offender
or required to be net as a condition for the receipt of
federal funds by the state; and the court is otherw se
satisfied that the offender is not a current or potenti al
threat to public safety. The state attorney in the circuit in
which the petition is filed nust be given notice of the
petition at | east 3 weeks before the hearing on the matter
The state attorney nmay present evidence in opposition to the
requested relief or may otherw se denonstrate the reasons why
the petition should be denied. |If the court denies the
petition, the court may set a future date at which the sexua
of fender may again petition the court for relief, subject to
the standards for relief provided in this subsection. The
departnment shall renove an offender fromclassification as a
sexual offender for purposes of registration if the offender
provides to the departnent a certified copy of the court's
written findings or order that indicates that the offender is
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no longer required to conply with the requirenents for
registration as a sexual offender. A judge who presides over a

case in which the convicted offender was under 18 years of age

at the tine of the offense may require that the nminor who is

convi cted of sexual battery or other sexual offense be

regi stered pursuant to this section and have his or her nane

i ncl uded on the |Iist of sexual offenders when the convicted

of fender reaches age 18.

(c) As defined in subparagraph (1)(a)3. nust nmintain
registration with the departnment for the duration of his or
her Iife until the person provides the departnent with an
order issued by the court that designated the person as a
sexual predator, as a sexually violent predator, or by another
sexual offender designation in the state or jurisdiction in
whi ch the order was issued which states that such designation
has been renoved or denopnstrates to the departnent that such
designation, if not inposed by a court, has been renoved by
operation of law or court order in the state or jurisdiction
in which the designation was nade, and provided such person no
| onger neets the criteria for registration as a sexua
of fender under the laws of this state.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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