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Florida Senate - 2003 SB 1476

By Senator Bennett

21- 1285A-03 See HB
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to protection of nanatees;
anending s. 370.12, F.S.; providing that the
proceeds of the Save the Manatee Trust Fund
shal | be used exclusively for funding | aw
enforcenent positions within the Fish and
Wldlife Conservation Conm ssion for
enforcenent of |aws designed to protect manatee
popul ations in certain counties; requiring an
annual report; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (4) of
section 370.12, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

370.12 Marine aninmals; regulation.--

(4) ANNUAL FUNDI NG OF PROGRAMS FOR MARI NE ANI MALS. - -

(a) Each fiscal year the Save the Manatee Trust Fund
shal|l be available to fund | aw enforcenent positions within

the Fish and Wldlife Conservati on Conm ssion for the purpose

of enforcing | aws designed to protect manatee popul ati ons.

Persons enpl oyed in such positions shall be assigned to

performtheir | aw enforcenent duties in counties having the
hi ghest incidences of manatee deaths and injuries an—mpartialt

seirentiH-ec—benrchrark—census—of—the—ranateepoputation—in—the
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Frust—Fund.
(b) By Decenber 1 each year, the Fish and Wldlife

Conservation Comi ssion shall provide the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives a
witten report, enunerating the amounts and purposes for which
all proceeds in the Save the Manatee Trust Fund for the
previous fiscal year are expendedi—n—afmanrner—consistent—wth

those——+ecoverytasks—entrerated—wthin—theranatee—recovery
pran—as—regqured—by—theEndangered—Species—Act. Such report

shall identify the nunber of additional |aw enforcenent

positions which were funded and shall provide a list of the

counties to which the personnel were assigned.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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