Florida Senate - 2003 CS for SB 1502

By the Committee on Commerce, Econonic Cpportunities, and
Consuner Services; and Senator Canpbel

310-2112-03
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to discrimnatory practices;
3 anending s. 760.60, F.S.; prohibiting certain
4 cl ubs and busi ness establishnents serving the
5 public fromdiscrimnating agai nst an
6 i ndi vi dual because of specified reasons;
7 appl ying to those business establishnments the
8 provi sions applicable to certain clubs
9 prohibiting certain discrimnatory practices;
10 providing for filing conplaints with the
11 Conmmi ssion on Hunan Rel ations; providing for
12 filing civil actions under certain
13 ci rcunstances; providing an effective date.
14
15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
16
17 Section 1. Section 760.60, Florida Statutes, is
18 | anended to read:
19 760.60 Discrimnatory practices of certain clubs or
20 | busi ness establishnents prohibited; renedies.--
21 (1) It is unlawful for a person to discriminate
22 | agai nst any individual because of race, color, religion
23 | gender, national origin, handi cap, age above the age of 21
24 | recreational clothing, node of transportation,or nmarital
25| status in evaluating an application for nmenbership in a club
26 | that has nore than 400 nenbers, that provides regular nea
27 | service, and that regularly receives paynent for dues, fees,
28 | use of space, facilities, services, nmeals, or beverages
29 | directly or indirectly fromnonnenbers for business purposes.
30| It is unlawful for such a club, or for any business
31| establishment serving the public, to discrimnate agai nst any
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i ndi vidual by denying to the individual the accommopdati ons,

advantages, facilities, nenbership, or privileges of the club

or busi ness establishnment because of race, color, religion,

gender, national origin, handi cap, age above the age of 21

recreational clothing, node of transportation, or narita

status.It is unlawful for a person, on behalf of such a club
or any busi ness establishnent serving the public, to publish,

circulate, issue, display, post, or mail any advertisenent,
notice, or solicitation that contains a statenent to the
effect that the acconmpdati ons, advantages, facilities,
nmenbership, or privileges of the club or business

establi shnent are denied to any individual because of race,

color, religion, gender, national origin, handicap, age above
the age of 21, recreational clothing, npde of transportation,

or marital status. This subsection does not apply to fraterna
or benevol ent organi zations, ethnic clubs, or religious
organi zati ons where business activity is not preval ent.

(2) A person who has been discrimnated against in
violation of this act may file a conplaint with the Comn ssion
on Human Relations or with the Attorney CGeneral's Ofice of
Cvil Rights. A conplaint nust be in witing and nust contain
such information and be in such formas the comm ssion
requires. Upon receipt of a conplaint, the conm ssion or the
Attorney General shall provide a copy to the person who
represents the club or business establishnent. Wthin 30 days

after receiving a conplaint, the conm ssion or the Attorney
Ceneral shall investigate the alleged discrimnation and give
notice in witing to the person who filed the conplaint if it
intends to resolve the conplaint. If the conmm ssion or the
Attorney General decides to resolve the conplaint, it shal
attenpt to elinmnate or correct the alleged discrimnatory
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practices of a club, or business establishnment serving the

public, by informal nethods of conference, conciliation, and
per suasi on.

(3) If the conmission or the Attorney General fails,
within 30 days after receiving a conplaint filed pursuant to
subsection (2), to give notice of its intent to elimnate or
correct the alleged discrimnatory practices of a club, or
busi ness establi shnent serving the public,or if the

conm ssion or the Attorney CGeneral fails to resolve the
conplaint within 30 days after giving such notice, the person
or the Attorney General on behalf of the person filing the
conpl ai nt may conmence a civil action in a court against the
club, its officers, or its nenmbers, or such business

establishnent or its owners,to enforce this section. If the

court finds that a discrimnatory practice occurs at the club
or such business establishnent, the court may enjoin the club

its officers, or its nenbers, or such busi ness establishnment

or its owners,fromengaging in such practice or nmay order

ot her appropriate action
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1502
The committee substitute prohibits certain clubs from
di scrimnpating against an individual in evaluating an ]
application for nenbership because of recreational clothing or
node of transportation. The comm ttee substitute al so
prohibits certain clubs or business establishnents serving the
Publlc fron1d|scr|n1nat|n? agai nst an_individual by denying
he accommodati ons, advanftages, facilities, nenbership, or

privileges of the club or bhusiness establishnent because of
race, color, rellglon, gender, national origin, handi cap, age
above the age of 21, recreational clothing, node of
transportation, or marital status.
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