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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No.HB 1553 CS

Amendnment No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representative Anbler offered the follow ng:

Amendnent (with title amendnent)

Between line(s) 92 and 93, insert:

Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 456.076, Florida
Statutes, is anmended to read:

456. 076 Treatnent programnms for inpaired practitioners. --

(2)(a) The departnment shall retain one or nore inpaired
practitioner consultants. A consultant shall be a |icensee under
the jurisdiction of the Division of Medical Quality Assurance
within the departnment, and at |east one consultant must be a
practitioner or recovered practitioner |icensed under chapter
458, chapter 459, or part | of chapter 464.

(b) The consultant shall assist the probable cause pane
and departnment in carrying out the responsibilities of this
section. This shall include working with departnent

investigators to determ ne whether a practitioner is, in fact,
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inpaired. If a consultant receives information that |eads the

consultant to believe a practitioner nmay be inpaired and the

consul tant contacts the practitioner to obtain nore information,

the consultant or the consultant’s designee shall provide the

practitioner, in witing or via electronic mail or facsimle

transm ssion, information regarding the investigation process

within 24 hours after the consultant's initial contact with the

practitioner. The information that is to be given to the

practitioner shall be set forth in a rule devel oped by the

departnment. The failure of the consultant or the consultant's

desi gnee, for disciplinary cases under the jurisdiction of the

departnent, to conply with this requirenent constitutes harm ess

error in any subsequent disciplinary action.

(c) |If the consultant requests that a practitioner

participate in a voluntary exam nation to help the consultant

det erm ne whether the practitioner is, in fact, inpaired, the

practitioner shall be permtted to |locate, within a reasonabl e

ti neframe established by the consultant, an examnm ner who neets

the qualifications established by the consultant and who agrees

to record the exani nation. The exam ner conducting the voluntary

exam nation shall be precluded fromsoliciting the practitioner

to enroll in a treatnent program from which the exam ner

receives a financial benefit.

================= T | TLE AMENDMENT =================
Renmove line(s) 24, and insert:

health care practitioner; anending s. 456.076, F.S., relating to

treatment progranms for inpaired practitioners; requiring

impaired practitioner consultants to notify practitioners
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subject to investigations initiated by the departnment of the
i nvestigation process under certain circunstances; providing
that failure to conply constitutes harnless error in any
subsequent disciplinary action; providing for voluntary

exam nations; prohibiting an exam ner fromsoliciting a
practitioner to enroll in a treatnment programfrom which the
exam ner receives a financial benefit; providing an effective
dat e.
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