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Florida Senate - 2003 SB 1558

By Senator Argenzi ano

3-1165-03 See HB 75
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to notor vehicles; anending s.
316.2398, F.S.; revising provisions that
regul ate the display or use of red lights on
not or vehicles of volunteer firefighters or
nedi cal staff; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 316.2398, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

316. 2398 Display or use of red warni ng signal s Hghts;
not or vehicles of volunteer firefighters or nedical staff.--

(1) A privately owned vehicle belonging to an active
firefighter nenber of a regularly organi zed vol unt eer
firefighting conpany or association, while en route to the
fire station for the purpose of proceeding to the scene of a
fire or other energency or while en route to the scene of a
fire or other energency in the line of duty as an active
firefighter nenber of a regularly organized firefighting
conmpany or association, or a privately owned vehicle bel ongi ng
to a nedical staff physician or technician of a nedica
facility licensed by the state, while responding to an
energency in the line of duty, may display or use red warning
signals a+ed+ight visible fromthe front and fromthe rear
of such vehicle, subject to the following restrictions and
condi ti ons:
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(a)fe)y No inscription of any kind nmay appear across

the face of the lens of the red warning signal Hght.
tH—TFhetens—of—theredtHght—rmaynot—betess—than-3
el I el . ' .
(b)ftg)y In order for an active volunteer firefighter to

di spl ay such red warni ng signals a—+ed+ight on his or her
vehicle, the volunteer firefighter nmust first secure a witten

permit fromthe chief executive officers of the firefighting
organi zation to use the red warning signals Hght, and this

permt nust be carried by the volunteer firefighter at al
times while the red warning signals are Hght—s di spl ayed.
(2) It is unlawful for any person who is not an active

firefighter nenber of a regularly organi zed vol unt eer
firefighting conpany or association or a physician or
technician of the nedical staff of a nedical facility licensed
by the state to display on any notor vehicle owned by himor
her, at any tine, any red warning signals a+tedtHight as
described in subsection (1).

(3) It is unlawful for an active volunteer firefighter
to operate any red warni ng signals a—+ed+H-ght as authorized
in subsection (1), except while en route to the fire station

for the purpose of proceeding to the scene of a fire or other
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emergency, or while at or en route to the scene of a fire or
ot her energency, in the |ine of duty.

(4) It is unlawful for a physician or technician of
the nedical staff of a nedical facility to operate any red
war ni ng si gnal s a—rfred+ght as authorized in subsection (1),
except when responding to an energency in the line of duty.

(5) Awviolation of this section is a nonnoving
vi ol ation, punishable as provided in chapter 318. In addition
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any volunteer firefighter shall be dismssed from nenbership
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Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
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