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A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to the Indian R ver County Hospital
District, Indian River County; codifying special |aws
relating to the district; providing | egislative intent;
amendi ng, codifying, reenacting, and repealing chapters
61-2275, 63-1432, 65-1708, 67-1515, 67-1516, 71-688, 72-
568, 74-499, 76-387, 84-451, 99-485, and 2002-345, Laws of
Fl orida; providing district boundaries; providing
definitions; providing for a board of trustees as the
governi ng body of the district; prescribing the powers and
duties of the board; providing for conpensation and

nmeeti ngs of the board; providing for the incorporation of
the sunshine | aw, the public records act, the election
code, and the bidding requirenents of chapters 255 and
287, Florida Statutes; authorizing the district to grant
sovereign imunity to operators of Indian River Menori al
Hospital, including Indian Ri ver Menorial Hospital, Inc.;
aut horizing the board to levy ad valoremtax wthin the
district; providing for the purpose of the tax; providing
for a nethod for such levy; exenpting property of the
district for assessnent; providing for benefits for staff;

providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Pursuant to section 189.429, Florida Stat utes,

this act constitutes the codification of all special acts

relating to the Indian River County Hospital District. It is

the intent of the Legislature to provide a single conprehensive

special act charter for the district including all current
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| egi sl ative authority granted to the district by its several

|l egislative enactnents. It is further the intent of this act to

preserve all district authority.
Section 2. Chapters 61-2275, 63-1432, 65-1708, 67-1515,
67-1516, 71-688, 72-568, 74-499, 76-387, 84-451, 99-485, and

2002- 345, Laws of Florida, are anended, codified, reenacted and

repeal ed as herein provided.

Section 3. The Indian R ver County Hospital District is
re-created and the charter is re-created and reenacted to read:

Section 1. District Creation; Boundaries. That the

special tax district now existing and known and desi gnat ed as

“Indian River County Hospital District,” as created and

i ncor porated by chapter 59-1385, Laws of Florida, and as

abol i shed, recreated, and reincorporated by chapter 61-2275

Laws of Florida, shall enbrace and include all that | and and

area situated and being in Indian R ver County, Florida, within

the following territorial boundaries, to-wt:

Begin at the point where the South boundary |ine of

| ndi an River County, Florida, intersects the Atlantic

Ccean; thence run West al ong said South boundary |ine

to the Sout hwest corner of Section 31, Township 33

Sout h, Range 36 East; thence run North along the range

line dividing Range 35 East and Range 36 East to the

Nort heast corner of Township 33 South, Range 35 East;

thence run West along the North |line of said Township

33 South to the Sout hwest corner of Section 31,
Townshi p 32 South, Range 35 East; thence run North on

the line dividing Indian R ver County and Gsceol a

County to the South line of Township 31 South, Range
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35 East; thence run East along said South |ine of

Township 31 South to the Sout heast corner of Section
31, Township 31 South, Range 35 East; thence run North
al ong the East line of Sections 31, 30, 19, 18, 7 and
6, all said sections being in Township 31 South, Range
35 East, to the North boundary |ine of Indian River

County; thence run East al ong said North boundary |ine

of Indian River County to the point where said |line

intersects the nedial line of the South Fork of the

St. Sebastian River; thence Northerly down the thread

of said streamto the nmain stream of the St. Sebastian

Ri ver; thence down the thread of the St. Sebasti an

River toits confluence with the Indian River; thence

East to the intersection with the Sout hwesterly

extension of the center line of the approach channel

to the Sebastian inlet fromthe Indian Ri ver; thence

Nort heasterly along said center line and continue

Nort heasterly and Easterly along the center |ine of

the Sebastian inlet to the Atlantic Ocean; thence run

Sout herly along and follow ng the Easterly boundary

line of Indian River County, Florida, to the point of

begi nni ng.

Section 1.1. Definitions. The following words and terns,

unl ess the context clearly indicates a different neaning, shal

have the foll owi ng nmeani ngs:

(1) “District” nmeans the Indian Ri ver County Hospita

District, a special tax district located in Indian River County,

Florida, created and i ncorporated by chapter 61-2275, Laws of

Fl ori da, as anended.
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(2) “Health facility” or “health facilities” neans a

buil ding, structure, or unit or any inprovenent to rea

property, including all necessary or usual attendant and rel ated

equi pnent, facilities, or fixtures, or any part or parts

t hereof, or any conbi nation or conbinations thereof, including,

but not linmted to, a general hospital, psychiatric hospital,

anbul atory clinic or center, chronic di sease hospital

rehabilitation hospital, urgent care center, extended care and

internediate care facility, nursing hone, life-care facility

di spensary, |aboratory, laundry, adm nistration buil ding,

research facility, nmaintenance facility, storage facility,

medi cal office buildings, conference centers, physical fitness

centers, or any other related facility, including parking and

other facilities necessary or desirable for the orderly

operation of a health facility, also including equipnent and

machi nery and other simlar itens necessary or convenient for

the operation of a health facility in the nmanner for which its

use is intended, or itens of equipnent which are necessary or

desirable for the operation of a health facility, or any

conbi nation thereof, but shall not include such itens as fuel

supplies, or other itens which are custonarily deened to result

in a current operating charge

(3) “Health and nedical services” shall nean itens or

servi ces provided by or under the supervision of a physician or

ot her person trained or licensed to render health care necessary

for the prevention, care, diagnosis, or treatnent of hunan

di sease, pain, injury, deformty, or other physical or nental

condition, including, but not limted to, preadm ssion,

outpatient, inpatient and postdi scharge care, hone care,

physician’s care, nursing care, extended care, internediate
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care, urgent care, energency care, and nedi cal care provi ded by

interns or residents-in-training and ot her paranedi cal care,

anbul ance service, bed and board, drugs, biologicals, supplies,

appl i ances, equi pnent, |aboratory services, x-ray, radium and

radi oactive isotope therapy, and billing and coll ection

servi ces.

(4) “Cost” neans the sumtotal of all or any part of costs

incurred or estinated to be incurred by the district or by a

health facility which are reasonabl e and necessary for carrying

out all works and undertakings and providing all necessary or

desirabl e equi prrent for the devel opnent of a health facility,

excl usi ve of the anpunt of any private or federal, state, or

| ocal financial assistance for and received by a health facility

for the paynent of such cost. Such costs shall include, but are

not necessarily limted to, interest prior to, during, and for a

cost of operation and nmi ntenance during the construction period

and for a reasonable additional period thereafter, the cost of

necessary studi es, surveys, plans and specifications,

architectural, engineering, |egal or other special services, the

cost of acquisition of |and, buildings, and i nprovenents

t hereon, including paynents for the rel ocati on of persons

di spl aced by such acquisition, site preparati on and devel opnent,

construction, reconstruction, equi pnent, including fixtures,

equi prent, and cost of denolition and renoval, and articles of

personal property required, the reasonable cost of financing

incurred in the course of the devel opment of the health

facility, reserves for debt service, the fees inposed by the

district, other fees charged, and necessary expenses incurred in

connection with the initial occupancy of the health facility,

and the cost of such other itens as nay be reasonabl e and
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necessary for the devel opnent of a health facility.

(5) “Ceneral obligation bonds” neans bonds of the district

i ssued hereunder, which are secured by the levy of ad val orem

taxes and which may be issued only after the sane have been

approved by the majority of votes cast in an el ection of the

gqualified voters residing in the district.

(6) “Revenue bonds” neans bonds of the district issued

hereunder, payable solely out of the revenues derived by the

district fromthe sale, operation, or |easing of any health

facility or facilities.

(7) “Bonds” neans all bonds, notes, or other obligations

of the district issued hereunder.
(8) “State” neans the State of Florida.

Section 2. Authority. The board of trustees is authorized

and enpowered to establish, construct, purchase, operate,

mai ntain, and | ease, as | essee or |l essor, such health facilities

in or through which the district provides health and nedi cal

services as in its opinion are necessary and desirable for the

use of the people of the district. The health facilities in or

t hrough which the district provides health and nedi cal services

whi ch may be purchased, established, constructed, operated,

mai nt ai ned, and | eased by or through or fromthe board of

trustees shall be for the preservation of the public health, and

for the public good and for the use of the public of the

district. Mintenance of such health facilities in or through

whi ch heal th and nedi cal services are provided within the

district is found and declared to be a public purpose and

necessary for the preservation of the public health and public

use and for the welfare of the district and the i nhabitants

thereof. The location of such health facilities shall be
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determ ned by the board. The trustees may assune and agree to

pay any outstandi ng i ndebt edness, obligations, or contracts in

connection with any health facilities in or through which health

and nedi cal services are provided. The board of trustees is

further authorized and enpowered to expend district funds for

any purposes related to or supportive of the authorized

activities of the district. The powers granted to the board of

trustees herein are in addition to those granted by the general

| aw of the state.

Section 2.1. (1) The board of trustees is authorized and

enpowered to enter into contracts or agreenents for the purpose

of operating and managi ng any such health facilities in or

t hrough which the district provides health and nedi cal services.

(2) The board of trustees is authorized and enpowered to

enter into financing agreenents, to | ease, as | essee or |essor,

any such health facilities in which the district provides or

proposes to provide health and nedi cal services, or any |and or

property of the district. Any financing agreenent to secure

bonds of the district shall require that the other party to the

fi nanci ng agreenent shall be a governnental unit or nonprofit

corporation qualified under Section 501(c)(3) of the United

States Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as anmended, and exenpt

fromfederal incone taxes under Section 501(a) or a successor

provi sion thereto, and that such health facilities in or through

which the district, prior to entering into the financing

agreenent, shall be returned to the district upon the

term nation of the financing agreenent, or the dissol ution of

t he nonprofit corporation.

(3) The board of trustees shall determne the terns of

such financing agreenents, contracts, or agreenents, and the
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condi tions, covenants, and agreenents to be contai ned therein.

(4) The board of trustees is authorized and enpowered to

fromtine to tine sell such rights in real or personal property

or other portions of any health facilities as the district by

resolution determnes are no | onger useful in connection with

such health facilities and the health and nedi cal services

provi ded therein.

(5) The board of trustees is authorized and enpowered to

enter into in interlocal agreenment pursuant to Florida

I nterl ocal Cooperation Act of 1969, as anended fromtine to

tine, and may thereby exercise jointly with any ot her public

entity in the state any power, privilege, or authority which any

such entity shares in common with the district and which each

m ght exercise separately.

(6) Prior to any decision to sell all or substantially al

of the facilities which make up I ndian River Menorial Hospital,

the district shall cause a referendumto be held at which the

el ectors of Indian River County shall have the opportunity to

express their approval or disapproval of the proposed sale. The

ref erendum shall be held in accordance wth:

(a) The bond referendum procedure set forth in chapter 100

and chapter 101, Florida Statutes;

(b) The procedure for a nail ballot referendumset forth
in section 101.6101, Florida Statutes; or
(c) Any other conparable procedure set forth in then

exi sting Florida |aw.

The specific procedure to be utilized shall be determ ned by the

district in the resolution calling for such referendum The

result of the referendum shall be binding upon the district.
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Not hi ng herein shall prevent the district from changi ng m nor

details of the proposed sale follow ng the referendum provided

the district determ nes that such changes are in the best

interest of the residents of Indian River County.

(7) The board of trustees is authorized and enpowered to

grant sovereign imunity to Indian Ri ver Menorial Hospital

Inc., and its affiliates under the terns of its current | ease

and any renewals of the lease with the district, and to conpel

| ndi an Ri ver Menorial Hospital, Inc., and its affiliates to

wai ve sovereign immunity in accordance with the provisions of

section 768.28, Florida Statutes, as anended fromtine to tine.

The board of trustees is also authorized and enpowered to grant

sovereign inmunity to any not-for-profit entity and its

affiliates appointed by the board of trustees to operate |ndian

Ri ver Menorial Hospital under any future |l ease, and to require

such entity and its affiliates to waive sovereign imunity in

accordance with the provisions of section 768.28, Florida

Statutes, as anended fromtine to tinme. Only for the purposes

of this provision of the act, Indian River Menorial Hospital,

Inc., and its affiliates, and such other not-for-profit entity

and its affiliates, shall be considered an agent of the

district.

Section 3. (Governing Body; Elections. The governing body

of the Indian River County Hospital District shall consist of

seven trustees who shall be qualified electors and freehol ders

residing in said district. The board of trustees el ected at the

general election in 1964 shall remain in office until the

expiration of their terns. At the general election to be held

in 1966, three trustees shall be elected for 4-year terns. At

subsequent general elections, the trustees shall be elected for
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4-year terns so that four trustees are el ected at one general

el ection and three trustees are el ected at the next ensuing

general election. The trustees so elected shall serve for a

termof 4 years and until their successors are el ected and

qual i fi ed.

The el ection of the trustees shall be conducted in

accordance with the Florida El ection Code and the Uniform

Special District Accountability Act of 1989, as each is anended

fromtine to tinme, provided, however, that a candi date nmay

qualify by submtting a petition that contains the signatures of

at least 25 of the district’'s registered el ectors.

Each trustee shall give bond to the Governor of the State

of Florida for the faithful performance of his or her duties in

the sum of $5,000 with a surety conpany qualified to do business

in the State of Florida as surety, which bond shall be approved
and kept by the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Indian River

County, Florida. The premiuns on said bonds shall be paid as

part of the expenses of said district.

Section 4. Additional Authority. The board of trustees of

said Indian River County Hospital District shall have all the

powers of a body corporate, including the power to contract and

be contracted with; to adopt and use a connon seal, and to alter

the sanme at pleasure; to acquire, purchase, hold, |ease, as

| essee or |essor, sell, and convey by financi ng agreenent,

| ease, deed, or other instrunent of conveyance real and personal

property; and to perform such other acts as said board nay deem

proper or expedient to carry out the purposes of this act, and

t he power to sue and be sued under the nane of the Indian River

County Hospital District, provided, however, that all suits

agai nst said board of trustees shall be begun only in Indian
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Ri ver County, regardl ess of the | ocation of any property

involved in the litigation and regardl ess of where the cause of

action accrued. The board is authorized to provide for the

managenent of health facilities of the district, and may enpl oy

adm nistrators, a chief surgeon, pathol ogist, radiol ogist, and

such ot her specialists, agents, and enpl oyees as sai d board may

deem advi sable. The board shall have power to borrow noney and

to i ssue the notes, bonds, and other evidences of said district

therefor to carry out the provisions of this act in the nanner

herei nafter provided. The trustees of said board shall have the

authority and the power to make contracts extendi ng beyond their

ternms of office. The powers granted to the board of trustees

herein are in addition to those granted by the general | aw of

the state.

If, in the absolute opinion of the board, adequate

ener gency anbul ance service is not supplied and maintained in

the district by private or vol unteer anbul ance conpani es or

associ ations, then the board shall have the authority and power

to provide, maintain, and operate energency anmbul ance services

within the area of the district and to prescribe rules and

regul ations for the operation and use of such anbul ances and to

charge such fee for the use of such facilities as it m ght

determ ne. The board is further authorized and enpowered to

secure and keep in force, in conpanies duly authorized to do

busi ness in Florida, insurance covering liability for damages on

account of bodily injury, death, or property damage, in such

anounts as the board nay determ ne, resulting fromthe operation

of such anbul ances or by reason of the ownership, naintenance,

operation, or use of such anbul ances.

Section 5. Ogani zation of Board. The trustees shal
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organi ze the board of said district, at their regular neeting

held in January of each year, by the election of one of their

nenbers as chair, one as vice chair, one as secretary, and one

as treasurer, and by the el ection of such other officers as they

deem necessary.

Section 6. Meetings; Sunshine Law. The board of trustees

shall hold reqgular neetings for the transacti on of business

according to a schedul e arranged by the board of trustees and

shall convene in special sessions when called by the chair of

the board or by a npjority of the trustees of the board,

provi ded that actions taken at special neetings shall have t he

sane force and effect as if taken at a reqgqular neeting. Al

neetings of the board of trustees, including notices and m nutes

relating thereto, shall be governed by chapter 286, Florida

Statutes, including those provisions coommonly referred to as the

Fl ori da Governnent in the Sunshine Law, and the Uniform Speci al

District Accountability Act of 1989, as each is anended from

tine to tine.

Section 7. Quorun Public Records. Four of said trustees

shall constitute a quorum and an affirmative vote of at | east

three of said trustees shall be necessary to the transacti on of

any business of the district. The trustees shall cause true and

accurate mnutes and records to be kept of all business

transacted by them and shall keep full, true, and conpl ete

books of accounts and mnutes. The district shall conply with

chapter 119, Florida Statutes, commpnly referred to as the

Fl ori da Public Records Act, as anmended fromtine to tine.

Section 8. Travel Expenses. The trustees under this act,

t he enpl oyees of the district, and other authorized travel ers

shal | be paid per diemand travel expenses provided in section
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112.061, Florida Statutes, as anended fromtine to tine, to be

substantiated by paid bills therefor.

Section 9. Expenses. The board is authorized to pay from

the funds of the district all expenses of the organi zati on of

said board and all expenses necessarily incurred in the

formati on of said district and all other reasonable and

necessary expenses, including the fees and expenses of any

attorney in the transaction of the business of the district and

in carrying out and acconplishing the purposes of this act.

Thi s section, however, shall not be construed to limt or

restrict any of the powers vested in said board of trustees by

any other section or provision of this act.

Section 10. Vacancies. Vacancies in the board of trustees

occasi oned by resignations, renpvals, or otherw se shall be

reported to the Governor of the state, who shall fill such

vacanci es by appointnent within 45 days after the occurrence

thereof. Any vacancies not so filled within such tine shal

remai n vacant until the next general election, and at such

general election the vacancies shall be filled by the el ection

of a trustee to serve for the renninder of the termin which

such vacancy occurred. Any appoi ntnents nade by the Governor to

fill vacancies shall hold office until the next general

el ection, and at such general election the vacancies shall be

filled by the election of a trustee to serve for the renai nder

of the termin which the vacancy occurred.

Section 11. Rules and Regul ations. The board of trustees

of the Indian River County Hospital District is further

aut hori zed and enpowered to establish reasonable rul es and

regul ati ons to govern the operation of district-owned or

district-operated health facilities in or through which the
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district provides health and nedi cal services and to govern and

control the conduct of all enployees, patients, private duty

nurses, sitters, guests and visitors, and any other parties or

persons who are, in any nmanner, upon or using the prem ses and

facilities of the district health facilities, so that the health

and wel fare of the patients and the best interest of the

district will at all tinmes be served.
Section 12. Medical Staff.

(1) In the managenent of such hospital, no discrinnation

shal |l be nade agai nst any nmedi cal doctors, conmmonly known as

MDs, duly licensed to practice materia nedica in the state, and

graduate dentists |licensed to practice in the state, and who

shall qualify under the bylaws, rules, and regul ations

establ i shed by the board and under the byl aws of the nedical

staff as approved by the board, and all such regul ar nedi cal

doctors and dentists shall have equal privileges in treating

patients in said hospital. The patient shall have the right to

enpl oy, at his or her own expense, his or her own nedical doctor

or dentist, so qualified as aforesaid, and when acting for any

patient in such hospital, such nmedical doctor or denti st

enpl oyed by such patient shall have exclusive charge of the care

and treatnment of such patient, and nurses therein as to such

patient shall be subject to the direction of said nedical

doctor, subject always to such general rules and regul ati ons as

shal|l be established by the board of trustees under the

provi sions of this act.

(2) The board of trustees shall organize a staff of

nmedi cal doctors and dentists of every practicing nedical doctor

and dentist who shall qualify under the rul es and regul ati ons

establi shed by the board. The board of trustees i s hereby
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aut hori zed and enpowered to establish reasonabl e rul es,

regul ati ons, and bylaws to govern said staff, and the nenbers

thereof, and to prescribe and establish in said rules,

regul ati ons, and byl aws reasonabl e duties and responsibilities

for the staff, and menber thereof, so that the welfare and

health of the patients and the best interests of the hospital

may at all tinmes be best served. It shall be the duty of said

staff to organize in a manner prescribed by the said board so

that there shall be a rotation of service anong the nmenbers of

said staff to give proper nedical and surgical attention to the

i ndi gent sick, injured, or namined who may be admitted to said

hospital for treatnent.

(3) The board of trustees is hereby authorized and

enpowered to grant or refuse, revoke, or suspend nenbership on

the said staff, and to grant or refuse, revoke, or suspend any

privileges attendant to such nenbership so that the welfare and

health of the patients and the best interests of the district

may at all tinmes be best served, provided, further, that:

(a) The board of trustees is hereby authorized and

enpowered to require nenbers of the staff to abide by al

reasonabl e rul es, regul ations, and byl aws established by the

board of trustees under the authorization of this act, and to

require the perfornmance of those duties and responsibilities

prescri bed by said rules, regulations, and bylaws, and to

enforce such requirenents by the revocati on or suspensi on of

staff nmenbership and privil eges, under the terns of this act.

(b) The board of trustees shall adopt rul es and byl aws

provi ding the procedure for considering the refusal, revocation,

or suspension of staff nenbership of any person, or suspension

or nodification of privileges attendant to such nmenbership. The
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procedure adopted shall afford due process to the parties and

shall provide for an orderly, fair, and inpartial proceeding.

(c) In those instances when the board of trustees, under

its rules or bylaws, considers the refusal, revocation, or

suspensi on of staff nmenbership of any person, or suspension or

nodi fication of privil eges which are attendant to such

nmenbership, the vote of five of the seven trustees shall be

requi red to revoke, suspend, or nodify staff nenbership or

privileges of any staff nenber for any reason whatsoever or to

refuse to grant staff nenbership to any practitioner. The right

of judicial review shall at all tinmes be preserved.

Section 13. Bank Accounts; |nvestnents; Procurenent of

Personal Property or Services.

(1) The board of trustees shall designate a bank or banks,

or other depository or depositories, to receive and be custodi an

of all the npbneys received by the board for the operati on and

mai nt enance of health facilities within the district. The board

of trustees, pursuant to chapter 218, Florida Statutes, as

anended, is authorized and enpowered, as the board of a speci al

district of the state, to invest district surplus funds, as

defined in that chapter, as it now exists and as it nmay be

anended fromtine to tinme. The board of trustees shall al so

have the power to delegate its authority to invest these surplus

funds, as outlined above, to a national or State of Florida

banki ng organi zation acting pursuant to a witten trust

agreenent as a trustee of district funds, provided that such

del egation is made in witing by the board of trustees.

(2) The funds of the district shall be paid out only upon

warrants signed as the trustees may in their bylaws, rules, and

regul ati ons provide, provided that no warrant shall be drawn or
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i ssued agai nst funds of the district except for a purpose

aut horized by this act. Al funds of the district paid out by

warrants as descri bed above shall be approved by the board of

trustees. The board nay by resol ution provide for such speci al

accounts as the board may deem desirabl e, and nay designate the

persons aut horized to draw on such special accounts in advance

of approval by a mpjority of the board.

(3) Al purchases or procurenent of personal property or

services shall be nade in accordance with chapter 287, Florida

Statutes, as anended fromtine to tine.

Section 13.1. Construction or Repairs. Al contracts

concerni ng any construction, inprovenent, or repair to any

facility or property owned or |leased by the district shall be

entered into in accordance with the procedure set forth in

chapter 255, Florida Statutes, as anmended fromtine to tine.
Section 14. Ad Val orem Taxes; Additional Authority.
(1) It shall be the duty of the board of trustees and the
said board is hereby authorized and enpowered to annual |y assess

and | evy agai nst the taxable property within the district a

special tax not to exceed 5 mlls on the dollar to be collected

and paid into the district fund and used by said board of

trustees for:

(a) First, to pay the interest and to provide and maintain

a sinking fund for the paynent of the interest and principal of

the ad val orem bonds provided for and authorized by section 17

of this act, and any other ad val orem bonds whi ch nay be assuned

by sai d board,

(b) Second, to pay any outstandi ng i ndebt edness incurred

as authorized in section 16 of this act; and

(c) Third, to purchase, |ease, as | essee or |essor
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operate, maintain, and repair health facilities established as

aut hori zed by this act, and to pay ot her expenses reasonably

related to, or supportive of, the authorized activities of the

district.

(2) The board of trustees shall be authorized and

enpower ed:

(a) To declare accounts receivable, including charity

accounts, uncollectible and to wite such accounts off the

active books of the financial records of the district as bad

debts. The board of trustees is further authorized to destroy

the account records of those accounts declared to be bad debts,

but such records shall not be destroyed earlier than 4 years

after the annual private audit of the district reflecting such

wite-off;

(b) To conpronm se and settle any accounts receivabl e or

other claimfor noney due and owing to the district according to

such terns and conditions as the board of trustees, inits

di scretion, may deterni ne;

(c) To sell, assign, or convey to any person the right,

title, and interest in any account receivable or judgnent owned

by the district by full or part paynent of such account or

judgnent as the board of trustees, in its discretion, may

determ ne; and

(d) At the discretion of the board, to provide for the

paynent of hospital and nursing hone expenses for patients

transferred fromhealth facilities of the district to such other

institutions at the district’s request, provided that said

patients shall be first certified to be nedically indigent by

the Indian River County Hospital District, based upon the

definition and standards used by the State of Florida Departnent
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of Heal t h.

(3) Al acts and procedures of the board of trustees

relative to subparagraphs (2)(a), (b), and (c) are hereby

val idated retroactively to June 23, 1971

Section 14. 1. Non- Ad Val orem Revenues. The district is

authorized to fix, revise, charge, and collect rates, rents,

fees, and charges for the use of its health facilities and for

the health and nmedi cal services furnished or to be furnished in

each health facility and to contract with any person,

partnershi p, association or corporation, or other body, public

or private, in respect thereof. Such rates, rents, fees, and

charges shall be fixed and adjusted in respect of the aggregate

of rents, rates, fees, and charges from such health facility so

as to provide funds at |east sufficient with other revenues or

nmoneys, if any:

(1) To pay the cost of mmintaining, repairing, and

operating the health facility and each and every portion

thereof, to the extent that the paynent of such cost has not

ot herwi se been adequately provided for;

(2) To pay the principal of and interest on outstanding

revenue bonds of the district issued in respect of such health

facility as the sane shall becone due and payabl e; and

(3) To create and naintain reserves required or provided

for in any resolution authorizing, or trust agreenent securing,

such revenue bonds of the district.

Section 15. Levy of Ad Val orem Taxes. Levy by said board

of taxes authorized by any provision of this act shall be by

resol ution of said board duly entered upon the mnutes of the

board. Certified copies of such resolution executed in the nane

of the board by its chair, under its corporate seal, shall be
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made and delivered to the Board of County Commi ssioners of

| ndi an River County, Florida, the Property Apprai ser of |ndian

Ri ver County, Florida, the Tax Collector of Indian River County,

Florida, and the Departnent of Revenue of the state, within the

timne as may be specified by the laws of the state. It shall be

the duty of the County Commi ssioners of Indian River County to

order and require the Property Appraiser of said County to

assess, and the County Tax Coll ector of said County to coll ect,

t he anbunt of taxes so assessed or |evied by the board of

trustees of said Indian River County Hospital District upon the

taxabl e property in said district, at the rate of taxation

adopt ed by said board of trustees of said district for said year

and included in the warrant of the Property Appraiser and

attached to the assessnment roll of taxes for said County each

year. The Tax Collector shall collect such tax so | evied by

said board in the sane manner as other taxes are coll ected, and

shal|l pay the sane over to the board of trustees of |Indian River

County Hospital District wwthin the tine and in the manner

prescribed by law for the paynment by the Tax Coll ector of county

taxes to the County depository. The assessnment and | evy of ad

val oremtaxes on the railroad |ines and railroad property, and

on the tel egraph lines, tel egraph property, and tel ephone |ines

situated or located in said district, shall be in accordance

with general law. If any such taxes so assessed are not paid,

t he said property shall be by said Tax Coll ector sold and

certificates issued and tax deeds issued in the same nmanner and

under the sane laws relating to sales, issuance of certificates,

and deeds with reference to all other state and county taxes.

Al such taxes shall be held by said board of trustees and paid

out of themas provided in this act.
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Section 16. Tax Anticipation Financing. The board of

trustees of the Indian River County Hospital District is

authorized to borrowin any 1 tax year, calendar year, a sum not

to exceed 80 percent of the estimated taxes to be coll ected on

behal f of the district within such year and to evi dence such

| oan made to the district by its tax antici pation note or notes

bearing interest at a rate not to exceed the maxi numrate

perm ssi ble under Florida |l aw. Such notes shall be payable at a

tine not greater than 1 year fromthe date of the borrow ng of

such nmoneys. The sunms so borrowed shall be repaid together with

interest at a rate not to exceed the naxinumrate permn ssible

under Florida | aw. No suns shall be borrowed as herewi th

provided in any subsequent year unless all nobneys so borrowed in

any precedi ng year shall have been entirely paid as to both

principal and interest.

Section 16.1. Personal Property Acquisition Financing.

(1) The board of trustees of the Indian Ri ver County

Hospital District is hereby authorized and enpowered, in order

to acquire and finance the acquisition of capital assets in the

form of personal property, to borrow noney fromtine to tine for

peri ods not exceeding 10 years at any one tine, froma bank,

banks, banking institutions, or other |lending institutions, from

| ocal, state, or federal governnent agencies, or as part of a

pool ed financing from designated | enders, and to repay such

financing on an anortized, nonthly or yearly basis, and to issue

a note or notes of the district or enter into financing

agreenents, or |oan or | ease arrangenents, on such terns and

rates of interest, not to exceed the naxi mumrates permssible

under Florida | aw.

(2) For any |oans procured pursuant to subsection (1), the
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board of trustees of said district is further authorized and

enpowered to secure a note or notes, |lease, or |oan arrangenents

by executing such security instrunents or | ease instrunents as

may be pernmitted by law if required by said | ending institution

or institutions, pledging as security the equi pmrent acquired

t hrough the financing under this section.

(3) Any anmounts borrowed under subsection (1) shall be

repai d solely and exclusively fromnontax revenues and shall not

be construed to be a part of or fall within the |imtations of

section 16, but shall be in addition thereto.

Section 16. 2. Revenue Bonds.

(1) The board of trustees of the district is authorized

and enpowered by resolution to issue and sell fromtine to tine

negoti abl e revenue bonds of the district for the purpose of

raising funds to pay all or any part of the costs of any health

facility or facilities and to provide such health and nedical

services as in its opinion are necessary or desirable in the

district. In anticipation of the sale of such revenue bonds,

the board of trustees of the district is authorized and

enpowered by resolution to i ssue negoti abl e bond antici pation

notes and nay renew the sane fromtine to tine, but the maxi num

maturity of any such note, including renewals thereof, shall not

exceed 7 years fromthe date of issue of the original note.

Such notes shall be paid fromany revenues of the district

avai |l abl e therefor and not otherw se pledged or fromthe

proceeds of the sale of revenue bonds of the district in

anticipation of which they were issued.

(2) The revenue bonds and notes of every issue shall be

payabl e sol ely out of the revenues derived by the district from

the sale, operation, or |leasing of any health facility or
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facilities, subject only to any agreenents with the hol ders of

particul ar revenue bonds or notes pl edging any particul ar

revenues. Notw thstanding that the revenue bonds and notes nay

be payable froma special fund, they shall have all the quality

of negotiable instruments under the Florida Uniform Comerci al

Code- I nvest nent Securities and shall not be invalidated for any

irregularity or defect in the proceedings for the i ssue and sal e

t hereof, and shall be incontestable in the hands of bona fide

purchasers or hol ders for val ue.

(3) The revenue bonds nay be issued as serial bonds or as

term bonds, or the district, in its discretion, may issue bonds

of both types. The revenue bonds shall be authorized by

resolution of the board of trustees of the district and shall

bear such date or dates; mature at such tinme or tines, not

exceeding 40 years fromtheir respective dates; bear interest at

such rate or rates; be payable at such tine or tines; be in such

denom nations; be executed in such manner; be payable in | awful

nmoney of the United States at such place or places; and be

subject to such terns of redenption, including redenption prior

to nmaturity, as the board of trustees shall determine in such

resolution or resolutions. The revenue bonds issued by the

district are exenpt fromall taxation to the extent provi ded by

the general law. The revenue bonds may be issued in coupon or

in registered form as the board of trustees nay deternmine or in

accordance with the Registered Public Obligations Act of

Florida, chapter 83-271, Laws of Florida, and provisions nay be

made for the registration of coupon bonds as to principal al one,

and as to both principal and interest, and for the reconversion

i nto coupon bonds of any bonds as to both principal and

interest. The district shall determ ne the form and manner of
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execution of the revenue bonds, including interest coupons, if

any, to be attached thereto, and shall fix the denom nation or

denom nations of the revenue bonds and the place or places of

paynent of principal and interest, which may be at any bank or

trust conpany within or without the state. |In case any board

nmenber, officer, or enployee of the district whose signature, or

a facsimle of whose signature, shall appear on any bonds or

coupons shall cease to be a board nenber, officer, or enployee

of the district before the delivery of such bonds, such

signature or facsimle shall neverthel ess be valid and

sufficient for all purposes as if he or she had renmined in

office until such delivery. The district nmay al so provide for

t he authentication of the revenue bonds by a trustee, fiscal

agent, or registrar. The revenue bonds or notes nay be sold at

public or private sale for such price or prices as the district

shall determ ne. Pending preparation of the definitive bonds,

the district may i ssue interimor tenporary receipts or

certificates which shall be exchanged for such definitive bonds.

(4) Revenue bonds nmy be issued under the provision of

this section wi thout obtaining the approval or consent of any

comm ssion, board, or agency of the state or the country and

w t hout any ot her proceedi ngs or the happeni ng of any ot her

condition or things.

(5) Any resolution or resolutions authorizing any revenue

bonds or any issue of revenue bonds may contain provisions which

shall be a part of the contract with the hol ders of the revenue

bonds to be authorized as to:

(a) Pledging of all or any part of the revenues of a

health facility or of the district to secure the paynent of the

revenue bonds or of any particular i ssue of revenue bonds,
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subject to such agreenents with bondhol ders as may then exist.

(b) The rentals, fees, and other charges to be charged,

the anbunts to be raised in each year thereby, and the use and

di sposition of the revenues.

(c) The setting aside of reserves or sinking funds, and

the reqgul ati on and di sposition thereof.

(d) Limtations on the right of the district to restrict

and reqgul ate the use of the health facility.

(e) Limtations on the purpose to which the proceeds of

sal e of any issue of revenue bonds then or thereafter to be

i ssued nay be applied and pl edgi ng such proceeds to secure the

paynent of the revenue bonds or any issue of the revenue bonds.

(f) Limtations on the issuance of additional bonds, the

terns upon which additional bonds may be i ssued and secured, and

t he refundi ng of outstandi ng bonds.

(g) The procedure, if any, by which the terns of any

contract with bondhol ders may be anended or abrogated, the

anmount of bonds the holders of which nust consent thereto, and

the manner in which such consent may be given.

(h) Defining the acts or om ssions to act which shal

constitute a default in the duties of the district to hol ders of

its obligations and providing the rights and renedi es of such

hol ders in the event of a default.
(6) Neither the nenbers of the board of trustees of the

district nor any person executing the revenue bonds or notes

shall be liable personally on the revenue bonds or notes or be

subj ect to any personal liability or accountability by reason of

t he i ssuance thereof.

(7) In the discretion of the district, any revenue bonds

i ssued under the provisions of this part may be secured by a
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trust agreenent by and between the district and a corporate

trustee, which may be any trust conpany or bank having the

powers of a trust conpany within or without the state. Such

trust agreenent or resolution providing for the i ssuance of such

bonds nay pl edge or assign the fees, rents, charges, or proceeds

fromthe sale of any health facility or part thereof, insurance

proceeds, condemnati on awards, and ot her funds and revenues to

be received therefor as security for repaynent of the bonds.

Such bonds shall contain such provisions for protecting and

enforcing the rights and renedi es of the bondhol ders as nay be

reasonabl e and proper and not in violation of |aw, including

covenants setting forth the duties of the district in relation

to the acquisition of property and the construction,

i nprovenent, nmi ntenance, repair, operation, and insurance of

the health facility or facilities in connection with which such

bonds shall have been authorized; the fees, rents, and ot her

charges to be fixed and coll ected; the sale of any health

facility, or part thereof, or other property; the terns and

conditions for the i ssuance of additional bonds; and the

cust ody, safeguarding, and application of all noneys. It shal

be | awful for any bank or trust conpany incorporated under the

| aws of the state which may act as depository of the proceeds of

bonds, revenues, or other noney hereunder to furnish such

i ndemi fyi ng bonds or to pledge such securities as nmay be

required by the district. Any such trust agreenent or

resol ution shall set forth the rights and renedi es of the

bondhol ders and of the trustee and nay restrict the individual

ri ght of action by bondholders. 1In addition to the foregoing,

any such trust agreenent or resolution nay contain such other

provisions as the district my deem reasonabl e and proper for
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the security of the bondholders. All expenses incurred in

carrying out the provisions of such trust agreenent or

resol ution nay be treated as a part of the cost of the health

facility or facilities in connection with which bonds are issued

or as an expense of adm nistration of such health facilities as

t he case nmay be.

(8) Revenue bonds issued under the provisions hereof shal

not be deened to constitute a debt, liability, or obligation of

the state or any political subdivision thereof or of the

district, or a pledge of the faith and credit of the state or

any political subdivision thereof, but shall be payable solely

fromthe revenues provided therefor. Al such revenue bonds

shall contain on the face thereof a statenment to the effect that

the district shall not be obligated to pay the sane or the

interest thereon except fromthe revenues of or derived fromthe

health facility or of the district, or any portion thereof, and

that neither the faith and credit nor the taxing power of the

state or of any political subdivision thereof, including the

district, is pledged to the paynent of the principal of or the

i nterest on such bonds. The issuance of revenue bonds under the

provisions of this section shall not directly, indirectly, or

contingently obligate the state or any political subdivision

thereof or the district to levy or to pledge any form of

taxati on whatever therefor or to nake any appropriation for

t heir payment.

(9)(a) The district is hereby authorized to fix and

collect fees, rents, and charges for the use of any health

facility and any part or section thereof. The district may

require that the | essee or operator of any health facility or

part thereof shall operate, repair, and naintain the health
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facility and bear the cost thereof and other costs of the

district in connection with the health facility or facilities

| eased as may be provided in the financing agreenent or other

contract with the district, in addition to other obligations

i nposed under such financing agreenent or contract.

(b) The repaynents, fees, rents, and charges to the | essee

shall be fixed as to provide a fund at | east sufficient to pay

the principal of, and the interest on, such bonds as the sane

shal |l becone due and payable and to create reserves, if any,

deened by the district to be necessary for such purposes. The

repaynents, fees, rents, charges, and all other revenues and

proceeds derived fromthe health facility or facilities in

connection with which the revenue bonds of any issue shall have

been issued, except such part thereof as nay be necessary for

such reserves or any expenditures as may be provided in the

resol uti on authorizing the i ssuance of such bonds or in the

trust agreenent securing the sane, nay be set aside at such

regular intervals as may be specified in such resolution or such

trust agreenment in one or nore sinking funds which nmay be

pl edged to, and charged with, the paynment of the principal of

and the interest on such bonds as the sane shall becone due and

t he redenption price or the purchase price of bonds retired by

call or purchase as therein provided. Such pledge shall be

valid and binding fromthe tine when the pledge i s made.

Not wi t hst andi ng any provision of the Florida Uniform Comrerci al

Code requiring the filing of any pledge to create a perfected

security interest, the repaynents, fees, rents, charges, and

ot her revenues and noneys so pl edged and thereafter received by

the district shall imediately be subject to the |lien of such

pl edge wi t hout any physical delivery thereof or further act, and
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the lien of any such pl edge shall be valid and binding as

against all parties having clains of any kind in tort, contract,

or otherw se against the district, irrespective of whether such

parti es have notice thereof. The use and di sposition of nopney

to the credit of such sinking fund shall be subject to the

provi sions of the resol ution authorizing the i ssuance of such

bonds or of such trust agreenent. Except as nay ot herw se be

provided in the resolution or the trust agreenent, the sinking

fund shall be a fund for all such bonds w thout distinction or

priority of one over another.

Section 17. Bonds Payabl e From Ad Val orem Taxes.

(1) The board of trustees of the Indian Ri ver County

Hospital District is authorized and enpowered by resolution to

i ssue and sell, fromtinme to tine, ad val orem bonds of the

district for the purpose of raising funds to purchase,

establish, construct, equip, and maintain such health facilities

for the provision of such health and nedical services as in its

opi nion are necessary or desirable in the district. Al ad

val orem bonds i ssued as herein authorized shall be of the

denoni nation of $100 or sone nultiple thereof, shall bear

interest at a rate not to exceed the naxi numrate permssible

under Florida | aw, payable sem annually, and both principal and

interest shall be payable at such place or places as the board

of trustees may determne. The form of such bonds shall be

fixed by resolution of the board of trustees, and such bonds

shall be signed by the chair of the board of trustees and shal

have the seal of the Indian R ver County Hospital District

affi xed thereto. The ad val orem bonds may be i ssued i n coupon

or inregistered form as the board of trustees may determne in

accordance with the Regi stered Public Obligations Act of
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Florida, chapter 83-271, Laws of Florida, and provisions nay be

made for the registration of coupon bonds as to principal al one,

and as to both principal and interest, and for the reconversion

i nto coupon bonds of any bonds registered as to both principal

and interest. Ad val orem bonds so executed shall be valid

notw t hst andi ng any change in the persons holding said office or

in the seal occurring after such execution. The ad val orem

bonds shall be due not nore than 40 years fromthe date thereof

as the board of trustees may determ ne, and shall be exenpt from

all state, county, and city taxation. Al the ad val orem bonds

i ssued by the Indian R ver County Hospital District shall have

all the quality of negotiable instrunents under the Florida

Uni f orm Commer ci al Code-| nvestnent Securities and shall not be

invalidated for any irregularity or defect in the proceedi ngs

for the issue and sale thereof, and shall be incontestable in

t he hands of a bona fide purchasers or hol ders thereof for

value. The bonds in this section authorized and enpowered to be

i ssued shall be issued only after the sane have been approved by

the mpjority of votes cast in an election of the qualified

voters residing in the district. Such election shall be called,

hel d, and conducted in the manner as provided by the general |aw

of the state.

(2) Prior to the issuance of such ad val orem bonds, the

board of trustees shall, by resolution, deterni ne the anpunt,

not exceeding 5 mlls on the dollar, which, in their opinion,

will be necessary to be raised annually by taxation for an

interest and sinking fund with which to pay the interest and

principal of the ad val orem bonds. The board of trustees is

aut hori zed, enpowered, and required to provide for the | evy and

collection annually of a sufficient tax, not exceeding 5 mlls
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on the dollar, upon all the taxable property in the district, to

pay such interest, and with which to provide and naintain a

sinking fund for the paynent of the principal of the ad val orem

bonds and any ad val orem bonds whi ch may have been assuned by
t he board.

(3) The board of trustees shall offer the ad val orem bonds

for sale by notice stating the anount of ad val orem bonds for

sale, the maxinumrate of interest and when due and payabl e, by

advertising once a week for 2 weeks in a newspaper published in

the district. The board of trustees shall receive bids for the

purchase of the ad val orem bonds or any part thereof on the date

fixed by the notice, being not |ess than 20 days fromthe date

of first publication. The board shall have the right to reject

any and all bi ds and readvertise the ad val orem bonds or any

portion thereof renaining unsold.

(4) A bank or banks or other depository or depositories to

be designated by the board of trustees shall receive and be

custodi an of the ad val orem bonds and noneys arising fromthe

sal e of said ad val orem bonds.

Section 17.1. Refundi ng Bonds.

(1) The board of trustees of the district is authorized

and enpowered by resolution to issue and sell, fromtine to

tine, refunding bonds of the district for the purpose of

refundi ng any bonds then outstanding and i ssued under the

provi sions of sections 16.2 and 17, including any redenption

prem um and any interest accrued or to accrue to the earliest

or subsequent date of redenption, purchase, or maturity of such

bonds, and, if deened advi sable by the board of trustees, for

t he additional purpose of paying all or any part of the cost of

constructing and acquiring additions, inprovenents, extensions
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or enlargenents of a health facility or any portion thereof and

t he costs of issuance of the bonds and the anmbunts necessary to

establish any reserve or other funds required to be established

in connection therewth.

(2) The proceeds of any such bonds issued for the purpose

of refundi ng outstandi ng bonds nay, in the discretion of the

board of trustees, be applied to the purchase or retirenent at

maturity or redenption of such outstandi ng bonds either on their

earliest or any subsequent redenption date or upon the purchase

or at the naturity thereof and may, pendi ng such application, be

pl aced in escrow to be applied to such purchase or retirenent at

maturity or redenption on such date as nay be determ ned by the

board of trustees.

(3) Any such escrowed proceeds, pending such use, may be

i nvested and reinvested in obligations of, or guaranteed by, the

United States of Anmerica, or any agency or instrunentality

t hereof presently existing or hereafter created or in

certificates of deposit or tine deposits secured by obligations

of, or guaranteed by, the United States of Anmerica, naturing at

such tinme or tines as shall be appropriate to assure the pronpt

paynent, as to the principal, interest, and redenpti on prenm um

if any, of the outstanding bonds to be so refunded. The

interest, incone, and profits, if any, earned or realized on any

such investnent may al so be applied to the paynent of the

out st andi ng bonds to be so refunded. After the terns of the

escrow have been fully satisfied and carried out, any bal ance of

such proceeds and interest, incone, and profits, if any, earned

or realized on the investnents thereof may be returned to the

district for use by it in any | awful nanner.

(4) The portion of the proceeds of any such bonds issued
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for the additional purpose of paying all or any part of the cost

of constructing and acquiring additions, inprovenents,

extensions, or enlargenents of a health facility nay be invested

and reinvested in obligations of, or guaranteed by, the United

States of Anerica, or in certificates of deposit or tine

deposits secured by obligations of, or guaranteed by, the United

States of America, nmaturing not later than the tine or tines

when such proceeds will be needed for the purpose of paying al

or any part of such cost. The interest, incone, and profits, if

any, earned or realized on such investment may be applied to the

paynent of all or any part of such cost or may be used by the

district in any |awful nanner.

(5) The issuance of such obligations, the maturities and

other details thereof, the rights and renedi es of the hol ders

t hereof, and the rights, powers, privileges, duties, and

obligations of the district with respect to the sane shall be

governed by the provisions hereof, as anended, as they nay be

applicable. The refunding bonds issued by the district are

exenpt fromall taxation to the extent provided by general |aw.

Section 18. Validation of Bonds. Any and all bonds issued

under the provisions of this act nay be validated by the board

of trustees for said Indian R ver County Hospital District under

and in accordance with the provisions of the general |aws of

Florida, in the sane nanner as is therein provided for

validation of bonds, etc., by any county, nunicipality, taxing

district, etc., of the State of Florida.

Section 19. Indigents. Each hospital and clinic

establ i shed under this act shall be for the use and benefit of

t he i ndigent sick who have resided in such County for not |ess

than 1 year next preceding application for adm ssion for
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treatnent. Such residents shall be admtted to such hospital

and clinic and be entitled to nedical care w thout charge,

subject to the rules and regul ati ons prescri bed by said board of

trustees. Such hospital and clinics shall care for and treat

wi t hout charge only such patients who are found by such board of

trustees to be indigent, but such board may coll ect from

patients financially able such charges as such board of trustees

may, fromtine to tinme, establish. Such board of trustees shal

have the power to extend the benefits and privil eges of such

hospitals and clinics and treatnent and outpatient departnment to

t he hones of the indigent residents of such county. Said board

of trustees may extend the privil eges and use of such hospitals

and clinics to nonresidents of such district upon such terns and

conditions as the said board may fromtine to tine by its rul es

and regul ati ons provi de, provided, however, that the indigent

residents of the district wherein such hospitals and clinics are

| ocated shall have the first claimto adm ssi on.

The board of trustees is authorized to accept noneys from

the welfare funds provided by Indian R ver County, the State of

Florida, the United States of Anerica, or any other source for

t he paynment of the cost of treatnent and care of the indigent.

Section 20. Em nent Domain. The board shall have the

power of em nent domain and may thereby condenn and acquire any

real property which the board may deem necessary for the use of

said district. Such power of condemation shall be exercised in

the sane manner as i s now provided by the general |aw for the

exerci se of the power of em nent domain by cities and towns of
the State of Florida.

Section 21. Donations. Any person or persons, firm

organi zations, corporations, or society, public or private,
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muni ci pal corporations, or nunicipalities desiring to nake

donations of noney, personal property, or real estate for the

benefit of such hospital, for the creation of a nmenorial or an

endownent, or for any other purpose shall have the right to vest

title of the noney, personal property, or real estate so donated

in said board of trustees to be controll ed when accepted by the

board of trustees of said hospital according to the terns of the

deed, gift, devise, or bequest of such property.
Section 22. Liberal Construction. It is intended that the

provisions of this act shall be liberally construed for

acconpl i shing the work authori zed and provided for or intended

to be and provided for in this act, and where strict

construction would result in the defeat of the acconplishnment of

any part of the work authorized by this act and a |i beral

construction would permt or assist in the acconplishnent

thereof, the liberal construction shall be chosen.

Section 23. Invalidity. Any clause or section of this act

whi ch for any reason may be held or declared invalid, may be

elimnated and the renmai ning portion or portions thereof shal

be and remain in full force and be valid as if such invalid

cl ause or section had not been incorporated therein.

Section 24. Retirenent Program The board of trustees

shall have the power to provide a retirenent programfor the

| ndi an Ri ver County Hospital District enpl oyees; to establish

qualifications for coverage under the program to pay any part

or all of the cost of such program to contract with any conpany

licensed to do business in Florida for the establishnent and

operation of the program to charge its covered enpl oyees for

t he enpl oyees’ share of the cost of the program to take such

ot her action as may be necessary to establish and operate the
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retirenent programi and to withdraw, by resol ution of the board

of trustees, fromthe State and County O ficers and Enpl oyees'

Retirenent Systemof Florida, as established by chapter 122,

Florida Statutes. All general, special, or local |aws or parts

t hereof inconsistent herewith are declared to be inapplicable to

the provisions of this act, including specifically section
122. 061, Florida Statutes, which shall not apply and which is

hereby anended insofar as it prohibits the withdrawal of the

| ndian River County Hospital District and its enpl oyees fromthe

retirenent system In the event that the board of trustees

adopts a resolution by which the Indian R ver County Hospital

District and its enpl oyees shall be withdrawn fromthe State and

County O ficers and Enpl oyees' Retirenent System such

wi t hdrawal shall becone effective on the first day of the next

nonth follow ng the adoption of such resolution, and the board

of trustees shall send a certified copy of the resolution to the

Depart nent of Managenent Services. Beginning on the first day

of the next nonth follow ng the adoption of the resolution, the

| ndi an River County Hospital District shall not be required to

contribute to the State and County O ficers and Enpl oyees'

Retirenent System and its enployees shall not thereafter be

participants in said system Follow ng the adoption of the

resolution, 100 percent of the contributions previously made to

the state retirenent systemshall be refunded to the enpl oyees

of the Indian River County Hospital District and the said

district, without interest, and the Departnent of Managenent

Servi ces shall nake such refunds upon application therefor by

each enployee and the district, notw thstanding any other

provi sions of the general law relating to such refund.

Section 24.1. Enpl oyee Insurance. The Indian Ri ver County
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Hospital District is authorized and enpowered to provide for

life and disability and nedical insurance for all or any of its

enpl oyees or officers on a group insurance plan, or other

accept abl e pl an, approved by the board of trustees of the |ndian

Ri ver County Hospital District, and to establish and create by

resol uti on such ot her enpl oyee benefit prograns as the board of

trustees nay deem proper for any groups of officers or enpl oyees

of the district qualified for such program and to pay all or

such portion of the costs of any such plan or programfrom funds

available to the district fromsuch bal ance thereof, if any, as

the board of trustees by resolution may determ ne for any and

all groups of officers or enployees of the Indian R ver County
Hospital District.

Section 25. Tax Anticipation Financing; Additional

Provisions. |In addition to any other obligations authorized

under this act, the board of trustees of the Indian Ri ver County

Hospital District is hereby authorized to borrow a sumnot to

exceed the maxi mum out standi ng amount at any tinme of $15 mllion

and to evidence such loan nade to the district by its tax

anticipation note or notes bearing interest at a rate not to

exceed the maxinumrate perm ssible under Florida |aw. The sum

so borrowed shall be repaid together with interest at a rate not

to exceed the naxi numrate perm ssi ble under Florida law. The

notes authorized in this section shall be nade only after the

sane have been approved by the npjority of votes cast in an

el ection in which the majority of qualified voters residing in

the district shall participate. Such election shall be called,

hel d, and conducted in the manner as provided by the general |aw

of the state.

Section 4. Chapters 61-2275, 63-1432, 65-1708, 67-1515,
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67-1516, 71-688, 72-568, 74-499, 76-387, 84-451, 99-485, and

2002- 345, Laws of Florida, are repeal ed.

Section 5. If any provision of this act or its application

to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the invalidity

does not affect other provisions or applications of the act

whi ch can be given effect without the invalid provision or

application, and to this end the provisions of this act are

decl ared sever abl e.

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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