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L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTAT

HB 1645 2003

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to vessel safety; anending s. 327.73,
F.S.; providing civil penalties for violations of
descri bed regul ations; providing for liability for paynment
of citations for certain infractions; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (v) is added to subsection (1) of

added to subsection (9) of said section, to read:

327.73 MNoncrimnal infractions.--

(v) Violations relating to a vessel within 500 feet of a

pi er established by | ocal governnent authorities pursuant to s.

327.22 or s. 327.60, for which the civil penalty is $250.

Any person cited for a violation of any such provision shall be
deenmed to be charged with a noncrimnal infraction, shall be
cited for such an infraction, and shall be cited to appear

before the county court. The civil penalty for any such

Any person who fails to appear or otherw se properly respond to
a uniformboating citation shall, in addition to the charge
relating to the violation of the boating |laws of this state, be
charged with the offense of failing to respond to such citation
and, upon conviction, be guilty of a m sdeneanor of the second
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. A
witten warning to this effect shall be provided at the tine

such uniform boating citation is issued.

Page 1 of 2
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

section 327.73, Florida Statutes, and paragraphs (d) and (e) are

infraction is $50, except as otherw se provided in this section.
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(9)

(d) The owner of a vessel is responsible and |iable for

paynent of any citation unless the owner can furni sh evi dence

that the vessel was, at the tinme of the violation, in the care,

custody, or control of another person. In such instance, the

owner of the vessel is required, within a reasonable tine after

notification of the violation, to furnish to the appropriate | aw

enforcenent authorities an affidavit stating the nane, address,

and driver's |license nunber of the person who | eased, rented, or

ot herwi se had the care, custody, or control of the vessel. The

affidavit submitted under this paragraph is adm ssible in a

proceedi ng charging a violation and rai ses the rebuttabl e

presunption that the person identified in the affidavit is

responsi ble for paynent of the citation. The owner of a vessel

is not responsible for a violation if the vessel involved was,

at the tinme, stolen or in the care, custody, or control of a

person who did not have perni ssion of the owner to use the

vessel .

(e) Any county or nmunicipality nmay provi de by ordi nance

that the clerk of the court or the traffic violations bureau

shal | supply the departnent with a nagnetically encoded conputer

tape reel or cartridge or send by other el ectronic means data

whi ch is nachi ne readable by the installed conputer system at

the departnent, listing persons who have out standi ng viol ati ons.

The departnment shall mark the appropriate regi stration records

of persons who are so reported. Section 320.03(8) applies to

each person whose nane appears on the |ist.
Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 2003
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