Florida Senate - 2003 SB 1646

By Senator Constantine

22-1431A-03
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to inplenentation of Anendnent
3 9 to the Florida Constitution (Novenber 2002
4 el ection); providing a short title; anending s.
5 121.091, F.S.; authorizing instructiona
6 personnel and school adm nistrators who receive
7 aut horization to extend participation in the
8 Deferred Retirenent Option Program anending s
9 1001.42, F.S.; clarifying provisions concerning
10 a school -wi thi n-a-school; creating s. 1002. 395,
11 F.S.; creating Florida Learning Access Grants;
12 providing for district participation in the
13 program providing parental choice options;
14 providing obligations for participating schoo
15 districts; providing for parental obligations;
16 providing requirenments for private schoo
17 eligibility; providing for an initial nunber of
18 grants; providing for grant renewal ; providing
19 for disbursenent of grants; limting state
20 liability; requiring the Departnent of
21 Education to adopt rules; anending ss. 1003.01
22 and 1003.02, F.S.; defining the terns
23 "core-curricular courses" and "extracurricul ar
24 courses"; requiring school districts to notify
25 parents of acceleration nechanisnms; elininating
26 a cross-reference to conformto changes nmade by
27 the act; anmending s. 1003.03, F. S
28 establ i shing constitutional class size caps;
29 provi di ng exenptions fromthe constitutiona
30 cl ass size caps; providing for district wde
31 averages; providing for the departnment to
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1 calculate the district average based upon

2 student nenbership surveys; providing a tool box
3 of inplenentation options for school districts;
4 provi di ng accountability for the class size

5 reducti on neasures; anmending s. 1003.43, F. S

6 renoving the requirenent that a |life nanagenent
7 course be offered during the 9th and 10t h grade
8 years; anending s. 1003.436, F.S.; reducing the
9 nunber of hours required for one full credit;
10 anending s. 1011.62, F.S.; renoving a date

11 limtation to provide for categorica

12 flexibility; anmending s. 1011.69, F.S.

13 del eting obsol ete provisions; providing that

14 Ol assroons for Kids operating categorial funds
15 are not subject to provisions requiring equity
16 in school funding; anending s. 1012.56, F.S.

17 anmending the tinme period for an authorized

18 statenent of status of eligibility for educator
19 certification requirenments; anending
20 requi rements for mastery of general know edge
21 for a teaching certificate; revising
22 requi rements for nmastery of subject area
23 know edge; revising requirenents for nmastery of
24 pr of essi onal conpetence; anending s. 1012.57,
25 F.S.; requiring district school boards to adopt
26 rules to allow for the issuance of adjunct
27 educator certificates; anending s. 1013. 03,
28 F.S.; requiring the departnent to review rul es
29 relating to school construction and nake
30 recommendations to the State Board of
31 Education; anending s. 1013.31, F.S.; requiring
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1 school districts to periodically update the

2 i nventory of educational facilities; creating

3 s. 1013.368, F.S.; requiring all new schools

4 constructed by a specified date to neet certain

5 limts on the cost per student station

6 repeal ing ss. 1002.33(13), 1012.41, 1013.21

7 1013.43, and 1013.64(6)(e), F.S., relating to

8 nunber of charter schools, directors of career

9 and techni cal education, relocatable

10 facilities, the small school requirenent, and

11 an exenption fromrequirenents for the cost per

12 student station; providing for severability;

13 providing an effective date.

14

15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

16

17 Section 1. This act may be cited as the "U ass Size
18 | Reduction I nplenenting Act."

19 Section 2. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (13)
20| of section 121.091, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
21 121. 091 Benefits payabl e under the system--Benefits
22 | may not be paid under this section unless the nenber has

23| term nated enploynent as provided in s. 121.021(39)(a) or

24 | begun participation in the Deferred Retirement Option Program
25| as provided in subsection (13), and a proper application has
26 | been filed in the nanner prescribed by the departnent. The
27 | departnent may cancel an application for retirenent benefits
28 | when the nenber or beneficiary fails to tinely provide the
29 | informati on and docunents required by this chapter and the
30 | departnent's rules. The departnent shall adopt rul es

31| establishing procedures for application for retirenent
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benefits and for the cancellation of such application when the
required informati on or docunents are not received.

(13) DEFERRED RETI REMENT OPTI ON PROGRAM - -1 n gener al
and subject to the provisions of this section, the Deferred
Retirenent Option Program hereinafter referred to as the
DROP, is a program under which an eligible nmenber of the
Florida Retirenment Systemnay elect to participate, deferring
recei pt of retirenment benefits while continuing enpl oynent
with his or her Florida Retirenment System enployer. The
deferred nonthly benefits shall accrue in the System Trust
Fund on behal f of the participant, plus interest conpounded
mont hly, for the specified period of the DROP participation
as provided in paragraph (c). Upon term nation of enploynent,
the participant shall receive the total DROP benefits and
begin to receive the previously determ ned normal retirenent
benefits. Participation in the DROP does not guarantee
enpl oynent for the specified period of DROP

(a) Eligibility of nenber to participate in the
DROP. --All active Florida Retirenent System nenbers in a
regularly established position, and all active nenbers of
either the Teachers' Retirenent System established in chapter
238 or the State and County Oficers' and Enpl oyees
Retirenent System established in chapter 122 which systens are
consolidated within the Florida Retirement System under s.
121.011, are eligible to elect participation in the DROP
provi ded that:

1. The nenber is not a renewed nmenber of the Florida
Retirenment System under s. 121.122, or a nenber of the State
Community Col |l ege System Optional Retirenent Program under s.
121. 051, the Senior Managenment Service Optional Annuity

4

CODING:WOrds st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2003 SB 1646
22-1431A-03

1| Program under s. 121.055, or the optional retirenment program
2| for the State University System under s. 121.35

3 2. Except as provided in subparagraph 6., election to
4| participate is made within 12 nonths i mediately follow ng the
5| date on which the nenber first reaches nornmal retirenent date,
6| or, for a nenber who reaches nornmal retirenent date based on
7 | service before he or she reaches age 62, or age 55 for Speci al
8 | Risk Cass nenbers, election to participate nay be deferred to
9| the 12 nonths inmediately followi ng the date the nenber

10| attains 57, or age 52 for Special R sk Cass nenbers. For a
11 | menber who first reached normal retirenent date or the

12 | deferred eligibility date descri bed above prior to the

13 | effective date of this section, election to participate shal
14 | be made within 12 nonths after the effective date of this

15 | section. A nmenber who fails to make an el ection within such
16 | 12-nmonth limtation period shall forfeit all rights to

17 | participate in the DROP. The nenber shall advise his or her
18 | enpl oyer and the division in witing of the date on which the
19 | DROP shal | begin. Such begi nning date may be subsequent to the
20 | 12-nonth el ection period, but nust be within the 60-nonth or,
21 | with respect to nenbers who are instructional personnel as

22 | defined in s. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in grades K-12 or schoo

23| adnministrators as defined in s. 1012.01(3)(c) and who have

24 | received authorization by the district school superintendent
25| to participate in DROP for nore than 60 nonths, the 96-nobnth
26 | limtation period as provided in subparagraph (b)1l. Wen

27 | establishing eligibility of the nenber to participate in the
28 | DROP for the 60-nonth or, with respect to nenbers who are

29 | instructional personnel as defined in s. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in
30| grades K-12 or school administrators as defined in s.

31| 1012.01(3)(c) and who have received authorization by the
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di strict school superintendent to participate in DROP for nore

than 60 nonths, the 96-nmonth nmaxi num partici pati on period, the

menber may el ect to include or exclude any optional service
credit purchased by the nenber fromthe total service used to
establish the normal retirenent date. A nmenber with dua
normal retirenent dates shall be eligible to elect to
participate in DROP within 12 nonths after attaining nornma
retirement date in either class.

3. The enployer of a nenber electing to participate in
the DROP, or enployers if dually enployed, shall acknow edge
inwiting to the division the date the nenber's participation
in the DROP begins and the date the nenber's enpl oynent and
DROP participation will term nate.

4. Simultaneous enpl oynent of a participant by
additional Florida Retirenent System enpl oyers subsequent to
t he comencenent of participation in the DROP shall be
perm ssi bl e provided such enpl oyers acknowl edge in witing a
DROP term nation date no later than the participant's existing
ternmnation date or the 60-nmonth limtation period as provided
i n subparagraph (b) 1.

5. A DROP participant may change enpl oyers whil e
participating in the DROP, subject to the foll ow ng:

a. A change of enploynent nust take place wthout a
break in service so that the nenber receives salary for each
nmont h of continuous DROP participation. |If a nenber receives
no salary during a nonth, DROP participation shall cease
unl ess the enployer verifies a continuation of the enpl oynent
relationship for such participant pursuant to s.
121.021(39) (b).
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b. Such participant and new enpl oyer shall notify the
division on forms required by the division as to the identity
of the new enpl oyer.

c. The new enpl oyer shall acknowl edge, in witing, the
participant's DROP term nation date, which may be extended but
not beyond the original 60-nonth or, with respect to nenbers

who are instructional personnel as defined in s.
1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in grades K-12 or school adm nistrators as
defined in s. 1012.01(3)(c) and who have received

aut hori zation by the district school superintendent to

participate in DROP for nore than 60 nonths, the 96-nonth

period provided in subparagraph (b)1l., shall acknow edge
liability for any additional retirenent contributions and
interest required if the participant fails to tinely terninate
enpl oynent, and shall be subject to the adjustnent required in
sub- subpar agraph (c)5. d.

6. Effective July 1, 2001, for instructional personne
as defined in s. 1012.01(2), election to participate in the
DROP shall be made at any tine following the date on which the
menber first reaches normal retirenent date. The nenber shal
advi se his or her enployer and the division in witing of the
date on which the Deferred Retirenment Option Program shal
begi n. When establishing eligibility of the nmenber to
participate in the DROP for the 60-nonth or, with respect to

nmenbers who are instructional personnel as defined in s.
1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in grades K-12 or school adm nistrators as
defined in s. 1012.01(3)(c) and who have received

aut hori zation by the district school superintendent to

participate in DROP for nore than 60 nonths, the 96-nonth

maxi num parti ci pation period, as provided in subparagraph
(b)1., the nenber may elect to include or exclude any optiona
7
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service credit purchased by the nenber fromthe total service
used to establish the normal retirement date. A nenber with
dual normal retirenent dates shall be eligible to elect to
participate in either class.

(b) Participation in the DROP. --

1. An eligible nenber may elect to participate in the
DROP for a period not to exceed a maxi nrum of 60 cal endar
nmonths or, with respect to nenbers who are instructiona
personnel as defined in s. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in grades K-12 or
school administrators as defined in s. 1012.01(3)(c) and who
have received authorization by the district schoo

superintendent to participate in DROP for nore than 60

cal endar nonths, a maxi nrum of 96 cal endar nonths i mmedi ately

following the date on which the nenber first reaches his or
her normal retirenment date or the date to which he or she is
eligible to defer his or her election to participate as
provided in subparagraph (a)2. However, a nenber who has
reached nornmal retirenent date prior to the effective date of
the DROP shall be eligible to participate in the DROP for a
period of tine not to exceed 60 cal endar nonths or, with
respect to nenbers who are instructional personnel as defined
ins. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in grades K-12 or schoo
admnistrators as defined in s. 1012.01(3)(c) and who have
received authorization by the district school superintendent

to participate in DROP for nore than 60 cal endar nonths, 96

cal endar nonths imediately following the effective date of
the DROP, except a nenber of the Special R sk O ass who has
reached nornmal retirenent date prior to the effective date of

t he DROP and whose total accrued val ue exceeds 75 percent of

average final conpensation as of his or her effective date of

retirenent shall be eligible to participate in the DROP for no
8
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1| nmore than 36 cal endar nonths i nmediately follow ng the

2| effective date of the DROP

3 2. Upon deciding to participate in the DROP, the

4 | menber shall submit, on forns required by the division

5 a. A witten election to participate in the DROP

6 b. Selection of the DROP participation and term nation
7 | dates, which satisfy the limtations stated in paragraph (a)

8 | and subparagraph 1. Such termi nation date shall be in a

9| binding letter of resignation with the enployer, establishing
10| a deferred term nati on date. The nenber may change the

11| termination date within the limtations of subparagraph 1.

12 | but only with the witten approval of his or her enployer;

13 c. A properly conpleted DROP application for service
14 | retirenent as provided in this section; and

15 d. Any other information required by the division

16 3. The DROP participant shall be a retiree under the
17 | Florida Retirenent Systemfor all purposes, except for

18 | paragraph (5)(f) and subsection (9) and ss. 112.3173, 112. 363,
19| 121. 053, and 121.122. However, participation in the DROP does
20| not alter the participant's enploynment status and such
21 | enpl oyee shall not be deened retired fromenploynent until his
22 | or her deferred resignation is effective and ternination
23| occurs as provided in s. 121.021(39).
24 4. Elected officers shall be eligible to participate
25| in the DROP subject to the follow ng
26 a. An elected officer who reaches normal retirenment
27 | date during a termof office may defer the election to
28 | participate in the DROP until the next succeeding termin that
29 | office. Such elected officer who exercises this option may
30| participate in the DROP for up to 60 cal endar nonths or a
31
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1| period of no l|onger than such succeeding termof office,

2 | whichever is |ess.

3 b. An elected or a nonelected participant may run for
4] atermof office while participating in DROP and, if el ected,
5| extend the DROP ternination date accordingly, except, however,
6| if such additional term of office exceeds the 60-nmonth

7] limtation established in subparagraph 1., and the officer

8 | does not resign fromoffice within such 60-nonth linitation

9] the retirenment and the participant's DROP shall be null and
10 | void as provided in sub-subparagraph (c)5.d.

11 C. An elected officer who is dually enployed and

12 | elects to participate in DROP shall be required to satisfy the
13 | definition of termnation within the 60-nonth or, with respect
14 | to nenbers who are instructional personnel as defined in s.

151 1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in grades K-12 or school administrators as
16 | defined in s. 1012.01(3)(c) and who have recei ved

17 | aut hori zation by the district school superintendent to

18 | participate in DROP for nore than 60 nonths, the 96-nonth

19| linmtation period as provided in subparagraph 1. for the
20 | nonel ected position and may continue enpl oynent as an el ected
21 | officer as provided in s. 121.053. The elected officer will be
22 |l enrolled as a renewed nmenber in the Elected Oficers' dass or
23| the Regular Cass, as provided in ss. 121.053 and 121.22, on
24 | the first day of the nonth after term nation of enploynent in
25| the nonel ected position and term nation of DROP. Distribution
26 | of the DROP benefits shall be made as provided in paragraph
27| (c).
28 Section 3. Subsection (20) of section 1001.42, Florida
29| Statutes, is anended to read:
30
31
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1001.42 Powers and duties of district schoo
board. --The district school board, acting as a board, shal
exercise all powers and performall duties |isted bel ow

(20) SCHOOL-W THI N- A- SCHOOL. --1n order to reduce the
anonymty of students in large schools, adopt policies to
encourage any | arge school that—does—not—rreet—the—defintion
of—a—statH—school—as—estabtished—by—s—31043-43(2)+t 0
subdi vide into school s-wi thin-a-school that shall operate
within existing resources in accordance with the provisions of
chapter 1003.

Section 4. Section 1002.395, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1002.395 Florida Learning Access (rants. --

(1) SHORT TITLE.--This section may be cited as the
"Fl orida Learning Access Gant Act."

(2) DI STRICT PARTI ClI PATI ON. - - A school district nay
choose to inplenment this programas a strategy to reduce cl ass

size in the school district pursuant to s. 1003.03(3). A

school district nay be required to participate in this program

to reduce class size if the Departnent of Education so
determ nes pursuant to s. 1003.03(4)(b).

(3) PARENTAL CHO CE.--The parent of any student in
grades K-12 in a school district participating in the program

pursuant to subsection (2) who is enrolled and in attendance

during the Cctober and February FTE enrollnment counts in a

state public school nay, for the followi ng school year

(a) Opt to have the student renain in the school in

whi ch the student is enrolled; or

(b) Opt to request, on an annual basis, a Florida

Learni ng Access Grant of $3,500 to assist the parent in paying

11
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1| for the student's attendance at an eligible private school of
2| the parent's choice.

3 (4) PARTI Cl PATI NG SCHOOL DI STRI CT OBLI GATI ONS. - - Each

4| school district participating in this programshall annually
5| by February 22, for each K-12 student eligible under

6 | subsection (3), notify the parent that the district has chosen
7| to offer Florida Learning Access Grants and provide the parent
8| with the parental -choice options for the foll owi ng school year
9] as provided in subsection (3).

10 (5) PARENT OBLI GATI ONS. - -

11 (a) The parent shall notify the school district as to
12 | which of the options provided in subsection (3) the parent

13 | wi shes to choose.

14 1. Failure of the parent to provide notification shal
15| constitute the choice of the option provided by paragraph

16 |(3) (a).

17 2. |f the parent chooses the option provided by

18 | paragraph (3)(b), the parent nust:

19 a. btain acceptance for adm ssion of the student to a
20 | private school eligible under subsection (6) as soon as

21| possible, and informthe private school that the student wll
22 | be using a Florida Learning Access G ant.

23 b. Notify the Departnent of Education of the parent's
24 | request for a Florida Learning Access Grant and the nane and
25| address of the selected private school

26 c. Agree to provide transportation for the student to
27 | the private school, if necessary.

28 d. Agree to pay any costs associated with the

29 | student's attendance at the private school that exceed the

30 | annual anpbunt of the Florida Learning Access G ant.

31
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1 e. Agree that the education provided by the private

2 | school selected shall satisfy the student's full need for

3 | educational services fromthe student's school

4 (b) After the first year of the student's attending a
5| private school under the Florida Learning Access Gants

6 | program the parent nust annually notify the Departnent of

7 | Education if the parent intends to renew the grant according
8| to the provisions of subsection (8) in order for the student
9] to continue in the program together with the nane and address
10| of the private school selected for the student for the

11| fol l owi ng year

12 (6) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGBILITY.--Eligibility of a

13 | private school shall be deternined by the parental oversight
14 | and accountability requirenents that, coupled with the

15| exercise of parental choice, are reasonably necessary to

16 | secure the educational public purpose. To be eligible to

17 | participate in the Florida Learning Access Grants program a
18 | private school nust be a state private school, may be

19 | sectarian or nonsectari an, and nust:

20 (a) Denonstrate fiscal soundness by being in operation
21| for 1 school year or provide the Departnent of Education with
22| a statenent by a certified public accountant confirmng that
23| the private school desiring to participate is insured and the
24 | owner or owners have sufficient capital or credit to operate
25| the school for the upconing year, serving the nunber of

26 | students anticipated with expected revenues fromtuition and
27 | other sources that may be reasonably expected. In lieu of such
28 | a statenent, a surety bond or letter of credit for the anpunt
29 | equal to the Florida Learning Access Grant funds for any

30 | school year nay be filed with the departnent.

31
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1 (b) Notify the Departnent of Education and the schoo
2| district in the service areas in which the school is |ocated
3] of itsintent to participate in the programunder this section
4] as early as possible, but no later than July 1 preceding the
5] school year in which it intends to participate. The notice

6 | must specify the grade | evels and services that the private
7 | school has available for the Florida Learning Access Grants
8 | program

9 (c) Conply with the antidiscrinination provisions of
10| 42 U.S.C. s. 2002d.

11 (d) Meet state and local health and safety | aws and
12 | codes.

13 (e) Conply with all state statutes applicable to the
14 | general regulation of private schools.

15 (f) If a Florida Learning Access Grant student's

16 | parent so requests, coordinate with the | ocal school district
17 | the locations and tinmes for the student to take all statew de
18 | assessnents pursuant to s. 1008. 22.

19 (7) |INTIAL FLORI DA LEARNI NG ACCESS GRANTS. - -
20 (a) Initial class size grants shall be offered on a
21| first-cone, first-served basis.
22 (b) The nunber of initial Florida Learning Access
23| Gants to be awarded shall be deternm ned annually by the
24 | Departnent of Educati on based upon the departnent's
25| determ nation of the nunber that woul d be necessary to reduce
26 | class size to neet the district's two-student-per-year
27 | reduction goals established by the departnent pursuant to s.
28 | 1003.03(2) or to neet the constitutional class size nmaxi num
29 | caps described in s. 1003.03(1). However, a district schoo
30 | board may aut horize nore Florida Learning Access Grants than
31| the nunber established by the departnent.
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(8) FLORI DA LEARNI NG ACCESS GRANT RENEWAL. - - For
pur poses of educational continuity and parental choice, a

Fl orida Learning Access Grant, once awarded, shall be

renewable for as long as the parent is a state resident who

opts for continuation of the grant for the student and the

student lawfully attends an eligible private school, through

the 12th grade. The Florida Learning Access Grant may be

transferred fromone eligible private school to another upon

the school's acceptance of the student and the parent's

provi sion of adequate notice to the Departnent of Education. A

parent may, however, at any tinme opt to return the student to

t he public school
(9) FLORI DA LEARNI NG ACCESS GRANT DI SBURSEMENT. - - Upon
proper docunentation revi ewed and approved by the Departnent

of Education, the Conptroller shall make Florida Learning

Access Grant paynents in four equal amobunts no |later than
Septenber 1, Novenber 1, February 1, and April 1 of each
academ c year. The initial paynent shall be made after

verification of admi ssion acceptance by the Departnent of

Educati on, and subsequent paynents shall be nmde upon

verification of the student's continued enroll nent and

attendance at the private school. Paynent nust be by

i ndi vidual warrant nade payable to the student's parent and

nmai |l ed by the Departnent of Education to the private school of

the parent's choice, and the parent shall restrictively

endorse the warrant to the private school
(10) LIABILITY.--No liability shall arise on the part
of the state based on the award or use of any Florida Learning

Access G ant.
(11) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON OBLI GATI ONS. - -

15
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1 (a)1. Upon notification of the nunber of students

2 | whose parents have opted to request initial Florida Learning
3| Access Grants, the departnent shall transfer from genera

4 | revenue funds appropriated to the school district the total

5| anount of annual grants of $3,500 for the district's students
6| fromthe Florida Educati on Finance Programto a separate

7 | account for the disbursenent of the initial Florida Learning
8 | Access Grants.

9 2. The Departnent of Education shall, in its annua

10 | budget, provide for Florida Learning Access Grants for parents
11| who wish their children to continue participation in the

12 | Florida Learning Access Grants program beyond the initial year
13 | of participation.

14 (b) The Departnent of Education shall adm nister the
15| Florida Learning Access Grants program and the State Board of
16 | Educati on may adopt rul es pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and

17| 120.54 to adnminister this section. However, the inclusion of
18 | eligible private schools within options available to state

19 | public school students does not expand the regul atory

20 | authority of the state, its officers, or any school district
21| to inpose any additional regulation of private schools beyond
22 | those reasonably necessary to enforce requirenents expressly
23| set forth in this section

24 Section 5. Subsections (14) and (15) are added to

25| section 1003.01, Florida Statutes, to read:

26 1003.01 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, the

27 | term

28 (14) "Core-curricula courses" nean courses defined by
29 | the Departnent of Education as nmat hematics, |anguage

30| arts/readi ng, science, social studies, foreign | anguage,

31| English for Speakers of O her Languages, exceptional student

16
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1| education, and courses taught in traditional self-contained

2| elenentary school cl assroons.

3 (15) "Extracurricular courses" nmeans all courses that

4| are not defined as "core-curricula courses,”" which may
5]include, but are not limted to, physical education, fine

6| arts, performing fine arts, vocational education, and career

7 | and technical education

8 Section 6. Paragraph (i) is added to subsection (1) of
9| section 1003.02, Florida Statutes, and subsection (4) of that
10 | section is anended, to read:

11 1003.02 District school board operation and control of
12 | public K-12 education within the school district.--As provided
13 ) in part Il of chapter 1001, district school boards are

14 | constitutionally and statutorily charged with the operation
15| and control of public K-12 education within their schoo

16 | district. The district school boards nust establish, organize,
17 | and operate their public K-12 school s and educati ona

18 | prograns, enpl oyees, and facilities. Their responsibilities
19 | include staff devel opnent, public K-12 school student

20 | education including education for exceptional students and

21 | students in juvenile justice prograns, special prograns, adult
22 | education prograns, and career and technical education

23| prograns. Additionally, district school boards nust:

24 (1) Provide for the proper accounting for all students
25| of school age, for the attendance and control of students at
26 | school, and for proper attention to health, safety, and other
27 | matters relating to the welfare of students in the foll ow ng
28 | fields:

29 (i) Parental notification of acceleration

30 | nechani sns.--At the begi nning of each school year, notify

31| parents of students in or entering high school of the

17
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opportunity and benefits of advanced pl acenent, |nternationa

Baccal aureat e, Advanced International Certificate of

Educati on, dual enrollnent, and Florida Virtual School

cour ses.

(4) b oottt hre st r hat :
’ Cer ot L ehanl—si . I

16431 n order to reduce the anonymity of students in |arge
school s, adopt policies that encourage subdivision of the
school into school s-within-a-school, which shall operate

Wi thin existing resources. A "school-within-a-school" neans an
operational programthat uses flexible scheduling, team

pl anni ng, and curricular and instructional innovation to
organi ze groups of students with groups of teachers as snaller
units, so as to functionally operate as a snaller school
Exanpl es of this include, but are not limted to:

(a) An organizational arrangenent assigning both
students and teachers to smaller units in which the students
take sone or all of their coursework with their fell ow grouped
students and fromthe teachers assigned to the smaller unit. A
unit may be grouped together for 1 year or on a vertical
nmul tiyear basis.

(b) An organizational arrangement sinilar to that
described in paragraph (a) with additional variations in
instruction and curriculum The smaller unit usually seeks to
mai ntain a programdifferent fromthat of the |arger school
or of other smaller units. It may be vertically organi zed, but
i s dependent upon the school principal for its existence,
budget, and staff.

(c) A separate and autononous smaller unit formally
aut hori zed by the district school board or district schoo
superintendent. The smaller unit plans and runs its own

18
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1| program has its own staff and students, and receives its own
2 | separate budget. The snmaller unit nust negotiate the use of

3 | comon space with the larger school and defer to the building
4 | principal on matters of safety and buil di ng operation

5 Section 7. Section 1003.03, Florida Statutes, is

6 | anended to read:

7 (Substantial rewording of section. See

8 s. 1003.03, F.S., for present text.)

9 1003. 03 Maxi mum cl ass si ze. - -

10 (1) CONSTI TUTI ONAL CLASS SI ZE MAXI MUM CAPS. - - Pur suant
11)tos. 1, Art. I X of the State Constitution, beginning in the
12 | 2010- 2011 school year

13 (a) The maxi num nunber of students assigned to each
14 | teacher who is teaching core-curricula courses in public

15 | school cl assroons for prekindergarten through grade 3 may not
16 | exceed 18 students.

17 (b) The maxi mum nunber of students assigned to each
18 | teacher who is teaching core-curricula courses in public

19 | school cl assroons for grades 4 through 8 may not exceed 22
20 | students.
21 (c) The maxi num nunber of students assigned to each
22 | teacher who is teaching core-curricula courses in public
23 | school classroons for grades 9 through 12 may not exceed 25
24 | students.
25
26 | As alternatives to traditional public schools, charter
27 | schools, the Florida Virtual School, and advanced pl acenent,
28 | International Baccal aureate, Advanced |nternationa
29| Certificate of Education, and dual enroll nent classes are not
30 | enconpassed within the definition of core-curricula courses in
31| public school classroons.

19
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1 (2) | MPLEMENTATI ON. - -

2 (a) Beginning with the 2003-2004 fiscal year, schoo

3| districts shall reduce the district-w de average nunber of

4 | students per classroomin each of the foll owi ng grade

5] groupi ngs: prekindergarten through grade 3, grade 4 through

6 | grade 8, and grade 9 through grade 12, by at |east two

7 | students per year until the nmaxi nrum nunber of students per

8 | cl assroom does not exceed the constitutional class size

9 | maxi mum caps described in subsection (1).

10 (b) The Departnent of Education shall annually

11| calculate each of the three district average cl ass size

12 | neasures defined in paragraph (a) based upon the Cctober and
13 | February student nenbership surveys. For purposes of

14 | determining the baseline fromwhich each district's average
15| class size nust be reduced for the 2003-2004 school year, the
16 | departnent shall use data fromthe February 2003 student

17 | nenber shi p survey.

18 (c) Prior to the adoption of the district schoo

19 | budget for 2003-2004, each district school board shall hold
20 | public hearings to review school attendance zones in order to
21 | maxim ze use of facilities while nininzing the additional use
22 | of transportation in order to conply with the
23 | two-student - per-year reduction required in paragraph (a).
24| School districts that neet the constitutional class size
25 | maxi mum caps descri bed in subsection (1) are exenpt fromthis
26 | requirenent.
27 (3) TOOLBOX OF | MPLEMENTATI ON OPTIONS. --District
28 | school boards nust consider, but are not limted to,
29 | inplenenting the following itens in order to neet the
30| constitutional class size maxi num caps described in subsection
31

20
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(1) and the two-student-per-year reduction required in

subsection (2):

(a) Adopt policies to encourage qualified students to

t ake dual enroll nent courses.

(b) Adopt policies to encourage students to take

courses fromthe Florida Virtual School

(c) Repeal district school board policies that require

students to have nore than 24 credits to graduate from hi gh

school .
(d) Use nethods to maxim ze use of instructiona

staff, such as changi ng required teachi ng | oads and schedul i ng

of planni ng periods, deploying district enpl oyees that have

professional certification to the classroom using adjunct

educators, or any other nethod not prohibited by | aw

(e) Use innovative nethods to reduce the cost of

school construction by using prototype school designs, using

SMART School s designs, participating in the Schoo

Infrastructure Thrift Program or any ot her nethod not

prohi bited by | aw

(f) Use joint-use facilities through partnerships with

community colleges, state universities, and private coll eges

and universities.

(g) Adopt alternative nethods of class scheduling,

such as bl ock schedul i ng.

(h) Redraw school attendance zones to nmaxim ze use of

facilities while minim zing the additional use of

transportati on.

(i) Operate schools beyond the nornal operating hours

to provide classes in the evening or operate nore than one

sessi on of school during the day.

21

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2003 SB 1646
22-1431A-03

(j) Use year-round schools and other nontraditiona

cal endars that do not adversely inpact annual assessnent of

st udent achi evenent.

(k) Inplenent Florida Learning Access Grants as
provided in s. 1002. 395.
(1) Review and consi der anmendi ng any coll ective

bargai ni ng contracts that hinder the inplenentation of class

si ze reducti on.

(m Use any ot her approach not prohibited by | aw.
(4) ACCOUNTABILITY.--
(a) Beginning in 2004 until 2008, the departnent shal

determ ne by January 15 of each year which districts have not

net the two-student-per-year reduction required in subsection

(2) for the current year based upon a conpari son of the

district's Cctober student nenbership survey for the current

school year and the Cctober student nmenbership survey for the

prior school year. The departnent shall report such districts

to the Legislature. Each district that has not net the

t wo- st udent - per-year reduction as identified by the departnent

shall be required to inplenent one of the followi ng policies

in the subsequent school year unless the departnent finds that

the district cones into conpliance based upon the February

student nenbershi p survey:

1. Rezoning;

2. Year-round school s;

3. Doubl e sessions; or

4. Florida Learning Access Grants as provided in s
1002. 395.

A school district that is required to inplenent the policies

outlined in subparagraphs 1. through 4. shall do so in such a
22
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way in the year of inplenentation so as to make up for any

past deficiencies and bring the district into conpliance with

t he two-student-per-year reduction goals established for the

district by the departnent pursuant to subsection (2). A

school district nmay choose to inplenent nore than one of these

policies. The district school superintendent shall report to

t he Conm ssi oner of Education on the extent to which the

district inplenented any of the policies outlined in

subparagraphs 1. through 4. in a format to be specified by the

Conmi ssioner. The Departnent of Education shall use the

enforcenent authority provided in s. 1008.32, to ensure that

districts conply with the provisions of this paragraph

(b) Beginning in 2008, the departnent shall annually

determ ne which districts do not neet the constitutional class

si ze maxi mum caps described in subsection (1). In addition to

enforcenent authority provided in s. 1008.32, the Departnent

of Education shall develop a constitutional conpliance plan

for each such district which consists of, but is not |imted

to, the accountability policies listed in paragraph (a). Each

di strict school board shall inplenent the constitutiona

conpl i ance pl an devel oped by the state board until the

district comes into conpliance with the constitutional class

si ze maxi mum caps.

Section 8. Paragraph (i) of subsection (1) of section
1003.43, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1003.43 Ceneral requirenents for high schoo
graduation. - -

(1) G aduation requires successful conpletion of
either a mninmumof 24 academic credits in grades 9 through 12
or an International Baccal aureate curriculum The 24 credits
shall be distributed as foll ows:

23
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1 (i) One-half credit in life nanagenent skills to

2 | include consuner education, positive enptional devel opnent,

3| marriage and relationship skill-based education, nutrition

4 | prevention of human i nmrunodeficiency virus infection and

5| acquired i mune deficiency syndrone and ot her sexually

6 | transmi ssi bl e di seases, benefits of sexual abstinence and

7 | consequences of teenage pregnancy, infornmation and instruction
8 | on breast cancer detection and breast self-exam nation

9 | cardi opul nonary resuscitation, drug education, and the hazards
10 | of snoking. Such—eredi-t—shatt—begi-ven—Tfor—a—course—to—be

11 | taken—by—at—students—i+n—etrther—the—9thor—10th—grade—

12

13| District school boards nmay award a maxi num of one-half credit
14 | in social studies and one-half elective credit for student

15| conpl etion of nonpaid voluntary community or school service
16 | work. Students choosing this option nust conplete a mini num
17 | of 75 hours of service in order to earn the one-half credit in
18 | either category of instruction. Credit may not be earned for
19 | service provided as a result of court action. District schoo
20 | boards that approve the award of credit for student vol unteer
21 | service shall devel op guidelines regarding the award of the
22 | credit, and school principals are responsible for approving
23 | specific volunteer activities. A course designated in the

24 | Course Code Directory as grade 9 through grade 12 that is

25| taken below the 9th grade may be used to satisfy high schoo
26 | graduation requirenents or Florida Academnic Schol ars award

27 | requirenents as specified in a district school board's student
28 | progression plan. A student shall be granted credit toward

29 | neeting the requirenents of this subsection for equival ent

30| courses, as identified pursuant to s. 1007.271(6), taken

31| through dual enroll nent.

24
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Section 9. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
1003. 436, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1003.436 Definition of "credit".--

(1) (a) For the purposes of requirenents for high
school graduation, one full credit neans a m ninumof 120 135
hours of bona fide instruction in a designated course of study
that contains student perfornmance standards. The State Board
of Education shall determ ne the nunber of postsecondary
credit hours earned through dual enrollnent pursuant to s.
1007. 271 that satisfy the requirenents of a district's
interinstitutional articulation agreenent according to s.

1007. 235 and that equal one full credit of the equival ent high
school course identified pursuant to s. 1007.271(6).

Section 10. Paragraph (b) of subsection (5) of section
1011.62, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.--1f the annua
all ocation fromthe Florida Education Finance Programto each
district for operation of schools is not determined in the
annual appropriations act or the substantive bill inplenenting
t he annual appropriations act, it shall be determ ned as
foll ows:

(5) CATEGORI CAL FUNDS. - -

(b) Fer—ftscal—year—2602-2003-1f a district schoo
board finds and declares in a resolution adopted at a regul ar
neeting of the school board that the funds received for any of
the follow ng categorical appropriations are urgently needed
to maintain school board specified academ ¢ cl assroom
i nstruction, the school board may consi der and approve an
anendnent to the school district operating budget transferring
the identified anmount of the categorical funds to the
appropriate account for expenditure:

25
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1 1. Funds for student transportation

2 2. Funds for in-service educational personne

3| training.

4 3. Funds for safe school s.

5 4. Funds for public school technol ogy.

6 5—Funds—for—teacher—recrti-trent—andretenti-on-
7 5. 6— Funds for supplenental academ c instruction

8 Section 11. Section 1011.69, Florida Statutes, is
9 | anended to read:

10 1011.69 Equity in School -Level Funding Act.--

11 (1) This section may be cited as the "Equity in
12 | School - Level Funding Act."

13 (2) e o . I T I ’

14 | @i . ool I bt t—aid I heol—withi

5
|

26
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1 ool I I L orid I . .
5 dedi . . ey I o ’

3 | retudi o —funds— i . I

4 | tunds |t ondst I ool o .

5 | di-seretionarymtHagetevy—

6 e Beginning in the 2003-2004 fiscal year, district

7 | school boards shall allocate to each school within the

8| district at |east 90 percent of the funds generated by that

9 | school based upon the Florida Education Finance Program as

10| provided in s. 1011.62 and the General Appropriations Act,

11 ) including gross state and |l ocal funds, discretionary lottery
12 | funds, and funds fromthe school district's current operating
13 | discretionary mllage levy. Total funding for each schoo

14 | shall be recal culated during the year to reflect the revised
15| cal cul ati ons under the Florida Educati on Fi nance Program by
16 | the state and the actual weighted full-tinme equival ent

17 | students reported by the school during the full-tine

18 | equi val ent student survey periods designated by the

19 | Commi ssi oner of Education. If the district school board is

20 | providing prograns or services to students funded by federa
21| funds, any eligible students enrolled in the schools in the
22 | district shall be provided federal funds. Only those districts
23| that initially applied for charter school district status,

24 | pursuant to s. 1003.62, and have been approved by the State
25| Board of Education are exenpt fromthe provisions of this

26 | secti on.

27 (3) Funds allocated to a school pursuant to this

28 | section that are unused at the end of the fiscal year shal

29| not revert to the district, but shall remain with the school
30 | These carryforward funds may be used for any purpose provided
31| by law at the discretion of the principal of the school

27
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(4) The following funds are excluded fromthe

school -1 evel all ocation under this section
” o ot I , . .
I . I . I et . I
o » ol Cealt I bei-meluded— I

r . " . hodol . w I . oy
a) t5- Funds appropriated in the Genera

Appropriations Act for supplenental academic instruction to be
used for the purposes described in s. 1011.62(1)(f); and

(b) Funds appropriated in the General Appropriations

Act for the Cassroons for Kids operating categorica
established in s. 1011. 685 are—exctuded—f+romthe—school—tevel
¥ . I o o
Section 12. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) and
subsections (3), (4), and (5) of section 1012.56, Florida
Statutes, are anended to read

1012.56 Educator certification requirenents.--

(1) APPLI CATI ON. - - Each person seeking certification
pursuant to this chapter shall submit a conpleted application
containing the applicant's social security nunber to the
Departnent of Education and renit the fee required pursuant to
s. 1012.59 and rules of the State Board of Education. Pursuant
to the federal Personal Responsibility and Wrk Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996, each party is required to provide
his or her social security nunber in accordance with this
section. Disclosure of social security nunbers obtained
through this requirenent shall be |linited to the purpose of
adm nistration of the Title |IV-D programof the Socia
Security Act for child support enforcement. Pursuant to s.
120. 60, the departnent shall issue within 90 cal endar days
after the stanped receipted date of the conpleted application

28
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(a) Acertificate covering the classification, |evel,
and area for which the applicant is deened qualified; or

(b) An official statenent of status of eligibility.
The statenent of status of eligibility nust advise the
applicant of any qualifications that nust be conpleted to
qualify for certification. Each statenent of status of
eligibility is valid for 2 years after its date of issuance
except as provided in paragraph (2)(d). Astatement—ef—status

el taibit I . w it I

© 00 N o O W DN PP

15 | eHgibtHty—i+s—receivett

16 (3) MASTERY OF GENERAL KNOWL.EDGE. - - Accept abl e neans of
17 | denonstrating mastery of general know edge are:

18 (a) Achievenent of passing scores on basic skills

19 | examination required by state board rule;

20 (b) Achievenent of passing scores on the College Level
21| Academic Skills Test earned prior to July 1, 2002;

22 (c) A wvalid professional standard teaching certificate
23 | i ssued by anot her state that—regui+res—am—examnation—of

24 | mastery—of—general—knowedge;

25 (d) A vabid-—standardteaching—certificatei+ssuedby
26 | anether—state—and valid certificate issued by the Nationa

27 | Board for Professional Teaching Standards or other such

28 | nationally recogni zed organi zati on as deternined by the State
29 | Board of Education; or

30 (e) Docunentation of two senesters of successfu

31| teaching in a conmunity coll ege, state university, or private

29
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1| college or university that awards an associate's or higher

2| degree and is an accredited institution or an institution of

3 | higher education identified by the Departnent of Education as
4 | having a quality program A—vati-d-standard—teaching

5 e . w I L . F

6 : . ot "

7 . . . . I Codi r I
8 | preceding—the—date—of—apptiecationtor—ecertifiecation—

9 (4) MASTERY OF SUBJECT AREA KNOWL.EDGE. - - Accept abl e

10 | neans of denonstrating nmastery of subject area know edge are:
11 (a) Achievenent of passing scores on subject area

12 | exami nations required by state board rul e;

13 (b) Conpletion of the subject area specialization

14 | requirenents specified in state board rule and verification of
15| the attai nnent of the essential subject matter conpetencies by
16 | the district school superintendent of the enploying schoo

17 | district or chief admnistrative officer of the enploying

18 | state-supported or private school for a subject area for which
19 | a subject area exam nation has not been devel oped and required
20| by state board rule;

21 (c) Conpletion of the graduate |evel subject area

22 | specialization requirenents specified in state board rule for
23| a subject coverage requiring a master's or higher degree and
24 | achi evenent of a passing score on the subject area examnination
25| specified in state board rule;

26 (d) A valid standard teaching certificate issued by

27 | anot her state that—regutres—an—examnati-on—of—mastery—of

28 | subjeet—area—knowtedge; or

29 (e) A wvalid standard teaching certificate issued by

30 | another state and valid certificate issued by the Nationa

31| Board for Professional Teaching Standards or other such

30
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nationally recogni zed organi zati on as determined by the State

Board of Educati on.—e+

i tord " . : Ly
I ' g . .
P " i . .
e I o ot ol ; he d

. . F e on
(5) MASTERY OF PROFESSI ONAL PREPARATI ON AND EDUCATI ON

COVPETENCE. - - Accept abl e neans of denpnstrating mastery of

prof essi onal preparation and educati on conpetence are:

(a) Conpletion of an approved teacher preparation
program at a postsecondary educational institution within this
state and achi evenent of a passing score on the professiona
educati on conpetency exanination required by state board rul e;

(b) Conpletion of a teacher preparation programat a
post secondary educational institution outside Florida and
achi evenent of a passing score on the professional education
conpet ency exam nation required by state board rule;

(c) A wvalid professional standard teaching certificate

i ssued by anot her state that—regui+res—a—examnation—of
: : . I I . ;
(d) A varid o " e . II
another—state—and valid certificate issued by the Nationa
Board for Professional Teaching Standards or other such

nationally recogni zed organi zati on as determ ned by the State

Board of Educati on;

(e) Docunentation of two senmesters of successfu

teaching in a coonmunity college, state university, or private

coll ege or university that awards an associate's or higher

degree and is an accredited institution or an institution of

hi gher education identified by the Departnent of Education as
31
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1| having a quality program A—vatd—standardteaching—certificate
2| u I L . F F

3 . . . . .

4

5

6 (f) Conpletion of professional preparation courses as
7| specified in state board rule, successful conpletion of a

8 | professional education conpetence denonstration program

9 | pursuant to paragraph (7)(b), and achi evement of a passing

10 | score on the professional education conpetency exanination

11| required by state board rule; or

12 (g) Successful conpletion of a professiona

13 | preparation alternative certification and educati on conpetency
14 | program outlined in paragraph (7)(a).

15 Section 13. Subsection (1) of section 1012.57, Florida
16 | Statutes, is anended to read:

17 1012.57 Certification of adjunct educators.--

18 (1) Notwithstandi ng the provisions of ss. 1012. 32,

19| 1012.55, and 1012.56, or any other provision of lawor rule to
20| the contrary, district school boards shall adopt rules to

21| allow for the issuance of wmay—+sste an adjunct teaching

22 | certificate to any applicant who fulfills the requirenents of
23| s. 1012.56(2)(a)-(f) and who has expertise in the subject area
24| to be taught. An applicant shall be considered to have

25 | expertise in the subject area to be taught if the applicant

26 | has at least a major fifAer in the subject area or denopnstrates
27 | sufficient subject area nmastery through passage of a subject
28 | area test as—determnedby—distriet—school—boeard—poetiey. The
29 | adjunct teaching certificate shall be used for part-tine

30 | teaching positions. The intent of this provisionis to allow
31| school districts to tap the wealth of talent and expertise
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represented in Florida's citizens who may wi sh to teach
part-tinme in a Florida public school by permtting schoo
districts to issue adjunct certificates. Adjunct
certificatehol ders should be used as a strategy to reduce the
teacher shortage; thus, adjunct certificatehol ders shoul d
suppl enent a school's instructional staff, not supplant it.
Each school principal shall assign an experienced peer nentor
to assist the adjunct teaching certificateholder during the
certificateholder's first year of teaching, and an adjunct
certificateholder nmay participate in a district's new teacher
training program District school boards shall provide the
adj unct teaching certificateholder an orientation in classroom
managenent prior to assigning the certificateholder to a
school . Each adjunct teaching certificate is valid for 5
school years and is renewable if:

(a) The applicant conpletes a nmininmum of 60 inservice
points or 3 senester hours of college credit. The earned
credits must include instruction in classroom managenent,

di strict school board procedures, school culture, and other
activities that enhance the professional teaching skills of
the certificatehol der

(b) The applicant has received satisfactory
perfornmance eval uati ons during each year of teaching under
adj unct teaching certification.

Section 14. Subsection (13) is added to section
1013.03, Florida Statutes, to read:

1013.03 Functions of the departnent.--The functions of
t he Departnent of Education as it pertains to educationa
facilities shall include, but not be limted to, the
fol | owi ng:
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(13) By Cctober 1, 2003, review all rules related to
school construction to identify requirenents that are

out dat ed, obsol ete, unnecessary, or otherw se coul d be anended

in order to provide additional flexibility to school districts

to conply with the constitutional class size nmaxi nrum caps

described in s. 1003.03(1) and nake recomendati ons concerni ng

such rules to the State Board of Education. The State Board of

Education shall act on such recommendati ons by Decenber 31,
2003.

Section 15. Paragraph (d) is added to subsection (1)
of section 1013.31, Florida Statutes, to read

1013.31 Educational plant survey; localized need
assessnent; PECO project funding.--

(1) At least every 5 years, each board shall arrange
for an educational plant survey, to aid in fornmulating plans
for housing the educational program and student popul ation
faculty, admi nistrators, staff, and auxiliary and ancillary
services of the district or canpus, including consideration of
the |l ocal conprehensive plan. The Ofice of Wrkforce and
Econoni c Devel oprment shall docunent the need for additional
career and adult education prograns and the continuation of
exi sting programs before facility construction or renovation
related to career or adult education nay be included in the
educati onal plant survey of a school district or community
coll ege that delivers career or adult education prograns.

I nformation used by the Ofice of Wrkforce and Econonic

Devel opnent to establish facility needs nust include, but need
not be limted to, |abor nmarket data, needs anal ysis, and
information subnmitted by the school district or community
col | ege.
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(d) Periodic update of Florida |Inventory of Schoo

Houses. - - School districts shall periodically update their

i nventory of educational facilities as new capacity becones

avail abl e and as unsatisfactory space is elimnated. The State

Board of Education shall adopt rules to deternine the

timefrane in which districts nmust provide a periodi c update.
Section 16. Section 1013.368, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1013. 368 Cost-per-student-station requirenents for

educational facilities.--

(1) Beginning July 1, 2004, all new public schools

constructed, including change orders, regardl ess of the source

of funds, may not exceed the foll ow ng

cost - per-student -station anpunts:

(a) $12,755 for an elenentary school (January 2002);
(b) $14,624 for a middle school (January 2002); or
(c) $19,352 for a high school, (January 2002).

The cost-per-student-station linmits required by this section

shal |l be adjusted annually to reflect increases or decreases

in the Consuner Price |ndex.

(2) This section does not apply to plans for new

educational facilities already under architectural contract on
July 1, 2004.
(3) Charter districts are not exenpt fromthis

secti on.

Section 17. Subsection (13) of section 1002. 33,
Florida Statutes, as created by section 98 of ch. 2002- 387,
Laws of Florida; section 1012.41, Florida Statutes, as created

by section 716 of chapter 2002-387, Laws of Florida; section
1013.21, Florida Statutes, as created by section 815 of
35
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chapter 2002-387, Laws of Florida; section 1013.43, Florida
Statutes, as created by section 842 of chapter 2002-387, Laws

of Florida; and paragraph (e) of subsection (6) of section
1013.64, Florida Statutes, as created by section 861 of
chapter 2002-387, Laws of Florida, are repeal ed.

Section 18. |If any provision of this act or its

application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the

invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of

the act which can be given effect without the invalid

provision or application, and to this end the provisions of

this act are severabl e.
Section 19. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.

R I S R R Rk Ik b S R IRk S bk O R Rk I

SENATE SUMVARY

Creates the "C ass. Size Reduction |Inplenenting Act."
Provides for certain instructional personnel and schoal
adm nistrators. to extend participation in the Deferred
Retirenent Option Program Creates the Florida Learning
Access Grants to assiSt in the costs of tuition at an
eligible private school. Requires that school districts
notify parents of acceleration nechani sns, Establishes
constitutional class size caps. Reduces the nunber of
hours required for one full credit. Provides that

Ol assroonms_ for Kids operating categorial funds are exenpt
fromcertain provisions requiring equity in school ]
fundi ng. Revises requirenents for educator certification
Requi rés school districts to update the inventory of
educational facilities. Requires new schools to neet .
certain |imts on the cost per student station. (See bil
for details.)
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