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Florida Senate - 2003 SB 1654
By Senator Snith

14-1098- 03 See HB 325
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to public libraries; anending
s. 257.191, F.S.; revising provisions relating
to public library construction grants;
providing for waiver of |ocal matching
requi rement under certain circunstances;
authorizing the Division of Library and
Information Services to adninister certain
funds; providing for eligibility for grant
fundi ng; providing for the adoption of rul es;
providing for effect contingent upon certain
appropriations; amending s. 257.261, F.S.
revising provisions relating to confidentiality
of public library registration and circul ation
records to authorize disclosure of information
to the parent or guardian of a library patron
under age 16, for the purpose of collecting
fines or recovering overdue books or other
materials; prohibiting access to library
records by |aw enforcenent personnel who
presently have access; providing for
severability; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 257.191, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:
257.191 Public library construction grants.--

(1) The Division of Library and Information Services
may accept and administer library construction noneys
appropriated to it and shall allocate such appropriation to
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muni ci pal or;county;—aned—+egienat |ibraries in the form of

public library construction grants on a matching basis. The
| ocal matching portion shall be no | ess than the grant anount,

on a dollar-for-dollar basis, up to the maxi nrum grant anount
50-percent. The division shall waive the matching requirenent
if a county or nmunicipality requests a waiver of the matching

requi rement and has been designated a rural community in
accordance with ss. 288.0656(2)(b) and 288.06561. |nitiation
of a library construction project 12 nonths or less prior to

the grant award under this section shall not affect the

eligibility of an applicant to receive a public library

construction grant. The division shall adopt rules for the

adm nistration of library construction grants. For the
pur poses of this section, s. 257.21 does not apply.
(2) The Division of Library and Information Services

may accept and adnini ster noneys appropriated to it for smal

county public library construction grants. The purpose of the

grants is to assist counties and nunicipalities that have been

designated rural comunities in accordance with ss.
288. 0656(2) (b) and 288. 06561 to construct, expand, or renovate
public library facilities to neet the requirenment of 0.6

square feet per capita of total library fl oor space.

(3) To be eligible to conpete for funds under this

section, a county or nmunicipality shall

(a) Conply with the definition of rural conmunity as
provided in s. 288.0656(2)(b).
(b) Have less than 0.6 square feet per capita of total

library floor space.

(c) Certify that the county or nmunicipality wll

appropriate and expend sufficient funds to operate the

conpleted library facility.
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(d) Not apply for a grant under the public library

construction grant programprovided in this section during the

sane fiscal year.

(4) The division shall adopt rules for the

adm nistration of small county public library construction

grants. For the purposes of this section, s. 257.21 does not

apply.
(5) Except as otherwi se provided in this section, this

section shall take effect after the Legislature adopts the

Ceneral Appropriations Act specifically appropriating to the

Departnent of State, for distribution to the counties, such

anounts as it determ nes and appropriates for the specific

pur pose of funding this section
Section 2. Section 257.261, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

257.261 Library registration and circul ation
records.--All registration and circulation records of every
public library, except statistical reports of registration and
circulation, are confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions
of s. 119.07(1) and froms. 24(a) of Art. | of the State
Constitution. Except in accordance with proper judicial order
a person may not make known in any manner any infornmation
contained in such records, except as provided in this
section. As used in this section, the term"registration
records" includes any infornmation that a library requires a
patron to provide in order to becone eligible to borrow books
and other materials, and the term"circul ati on records"
includes all information that identifies the patrons who
borrow particul ar books and other materials. This section does
not prohibit any library, or any business operating jointly
with the library, fromdisclosing information to the parent or
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guardi an of a public library patron under the age of 16, if

the parent or guardian presents a copy of the birth

certificate of the public library patron under the age of 16

e oal I F Ffieiats: dieial
offetats, for the purpose of collecting fines or recovering

overdue books, docunents, filns, or other itens or materials
owned or otherwi se belonging to the library. This section does
not prohibit any library, or any business operating jointly
with the library, fromdisclosing information to nunicipal or
county | aw enforcenent officials or to judicial officials or
to any business, for the purpose of collecting fines or
recovering overdue books, docunents, filns, or other itens or
mat eri als owned or otherw se belonging to the library;

provided that,—in the case of a public library patron under

the age of 16, the & public library or business entity may

only release confidential information relating to the parent
or guardi an of the person under the age of 16. Any person who
violates this section commits +s—guitty—of a m sdeneanor of
t he second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
775. 083.

Section 3. If any provision of this act or its

application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the

invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of

the act which can be given effect without the invalid

provision or application, and to this end the provisions of

this act are decl ared severabl e.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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