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HB 1667 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to voter registration; creating s.
97.0584, F.S.; requiring certain school districts to
establish a voter registration programthat offers
eligible high school students in the district the
opportunity to register to vote or to update a voter
registration record at | east once a year; providing that
participation is mandatory for public high schools in the
district and voluntary for nonpublic high schools in the
district; providing requirements of the participating high
school s, school districts, and supervisors of elections
Wth respect to the program specifying eligibility

requi renents; providing for use of county voting equi pnent
in certain school elections; reenacting ss. 97.041,

97.053, F.S.; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 97.0584, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:
97.0584 Hi gh school voter registration program --

(1)(a) The school district in each county in which the

of fice of supervisor of elections is filled by appoi nt ment

rather than by el ection shall establish a voter registration

programthat provides every eligible student enrolled in a high

school in the district the opportunity to register to vote or to

update a voter registration record at | east once each year as

provided in this section. Registration under this section

i ncl udes preregi stration as authorized under s. 97.041(1)(b).
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HB 1667 2003
(b) Participation in the programis nandatory for al

public high schools in the district and voluntary for each

nonpublic high school in the district.

(2) The social sciences division of each school district

subject to this section shall adm nister the programfor the

district and shall coordinate the annual voter registration

drive conducted in the participating high schools in the

district to ensure conpliance with this section.

(3)(a) Each participating high school in a school district

subject to this section shall conduct a voter registration drive

each year pursuant to this section with the goal of registering

a nunber of students equal to its base group. The base group

for each school consists of those students who are enrolled in

Aneri can Governnent or Econom cs cl asses, who are at |east 17

years of age as of April 10 of the year of the registration

drive, and who neet the requirenents to becone a registered

voter specified in s. 97.041.

(b) Each participating high school in a school district

subject to this section shall conduct a review of the voter

regi stration applications filled out by students at the school

to ensure conpliance with the requirenents for conpl et eness

specified in s. 97.053(5) and shall submt the conpl eted voter

regi stration applications to the school district for subm ssion

to the supervisor of elections.

(4) The supervisor of elections of the county shal

provide the voter registration forms and other materi als and

support necessary to assist the school district in carrying out

its responsibilities under this section.

(5) This section does not require an eligible student to

regi ster and does not prevent a school district subject to this
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HB 1667 2003
section fromproviding eligible students the opportunity to

register at other tinmes of the school year.

(6) As an adjunct to the programand to famliarize

students with the voting systemused in their county, each

school district subject to this section shall nmake arrangenents

with the supervisor of elections for use of the county's voting

equi pnment in any election held in a high school in the district

in which only students are candidates, if there is no conflict

wi th anot her schedul ed el ection as determ ned by the supervisor

of el ections.

Section 2. Section 97.041, Florida Statutes, is reenacted
to read:
97.041 (Qualifications to register or vote.--

(1)(a) A person nay becone a registered voter only if that

per son:
1. Is at least 18 years of age;
2 Is a citizen of the United States;
3. Is a legal resident of the State of Florida;
4 Is a legal resident of the county in which that person

seeks to be registered; and

5. Registers pursuant to the Florida El ection Code.

(b) A person who is otherwise qualified may preregister on
or after that person's 17th birthday and may vote in any
el ection occurring on or after that person's 18th birthday.

(2) The follow ng persons, who m ght be otherw se
qualified, are not entitled to register or vote:

(a) A person who has been adjudicated nentally
incapacitated with respect to voting in this or any other state
and who has not had his or her right to vote restored pursuant

to | aw
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HB 1667 2003
(b) A person who has been convicted of any felony by any

court of record and who has not had his or her right to vote
restored pursuant to |aw.

(3) A person who is not registered may not vote.

Section 3. Subsection (5) of section 97.053, Florida
Statutes, is reenacted to read:

97.053 Acceptance of voter registration applications.--

(5)(a) A voter registration application is conplete if it
cont ai ns:

1 The applicant's nane.

2. The applicant's |l egal residence address.

3 The applicant's date of birth.

4. An indication that the applicant is a citizen of the
United States.

5. The last four digits of the applicant's social security
nunber.

6. An indication that the applicant has not been convicted
of a felony or that, if convicted, has had his or her civil
rights restored.

7. An indication that the applicant has not been
adj udi cated nentally incapacitated with respect to voting or
that, if so adjudicated, has had his or her right to vote
rest or ed.

8. Signature of the applicant swearing or affirmng under
the penalty for false swearing pursuant to s. 104.011 that the
information contained in the registration application is true
and subscribing to the oath required by s. 3, Art. VI of the
State Constitution and s. 97.051.

(b) An applicant who fails to designate party affiliation

must be registered without party affiliation. The supervisor
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120/ nust notify the voter by mail that the voter has been registered
121 without party affiliation and that the voter may change party
122| affiliation as provided in s. 97.1031.
123 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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