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1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to Liberty Fire District, Walton County;
3 creating a special district; providing definitions;
4 providing for creation, status, charter anendnents,
5 boundari es, and purposes; providing for a board of
6 comm ssioners; providing for election and terns of
7 conmmi ssi oners; providing for enpl oynent of board
8 personnel ; providing for election of board officers;
9 providing for conpensation and bonds of conm ssioners;
10 provi ding for powers, duties, and responsibilities of the
11 board; preserving the authority to I evy non-ad val orem
12 speci al assessnents; providing for inpact fees;
13 authorizing the board to | evy special assessnents;
14 providing |legislative intent; providing for duties of the
15 property appraiser; providing for special assessnment as a
16 lien; providing for deposit of such special assessnents;
17 providing for authority to disburse funds; authorizing the
18 board to borrow noney; providing for use of district
19 funds; requiring a record of all board neetings;
20 aut hori zing the board to adopt policies and regul ati ons;
21 providing for the board to nmake an annual budget;
22 requiring an annual report; authorizing the board to enact
23 fire prevention ordi nances, appoint a district fire chief,
24 acquire land, enter contracts, establish salaries, and
25 establish and operate a fire rescue service; providing for
26 district authority upon annexation of district |ands;
27 providing for dissolution; providing inmunity fromtort
28 liability for officers, agents, and enpl oyees; providing
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29 for district expansion; providing for construction and
30 effect; providing an effective date.

31
32| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
33
34 Section 1. The Liberty Fire District is hereby created and
35| the charter for the district is created to read:

36 Section 1. Definitions.--As used in this act, unless

37| otherw se specifi ed:
38 (1) "District" neans the Liberty Fire District.

39 (2) "Board" neans the board of conm ssioners created

40 pursuant to this act and chapter 191, Florida Statutes.

41 (3) "Board of directors" neans the existing policynaking

42| and governing body of the Liberty Fire District of Walton

43| County.
44 (4) "Comm ssioner" neans a nenber of the board of

45 comm ssioners of and for the district.

46 (5) "Director" neans a nenber of the board of directors.

47 (6) "Residence" neans one single-famly dwelling,

48| including one single-apartnent dwelling unit, one single-

49| condom niumdwelling unit, one single duplex, triplex, or other

50| attached dwelling unit, one single-famly detached dwelling

51/ wunit, or one single nobile or nodul ar hone dwelling unit.

52 (7) "Business" nmeans notels, apartnents, or renta

53] dwellings, along with other standard conmercial or industrial

54| busi nesses such as gasoline stations, stores, narinas, and

55| simlar establishnents, as authorized pursuant to the applicable
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56 | ocal governnment conprehensive plan, whether or not such

57| businesses are required to pay or collect sal es taxes.

58 Section 2. Creation; status; charter anendnents;

59| boundaries; district purposes.--There is hereby created an

60| independent special fire control district and rescue service

61| district incorporating |lands in Walton County described in

62| subsection (1), which shall be a public corporation having the

63| powers, duties, obligations, and imunities herein set forth,

64| under the nane of the Liberty Fire District. The district is

65| organi zed and exists for all purposes and shall hold all powers
66/ set forth in this act and chapters 189 and 191, Florida
67| Statutes.

68 (1) The lands to be included within the district are
69 the foll ow ng described |ands in Walton County: Al

70 Sections 2, 3, 4, 5,8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17,
71 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 34, 35, 36,

72 Township 4 North, Range 20 West; Walton County,

73 Florida. Also all of Section 33, Township 4 North,

74 Range 19 West, Walton County, Florida; | ess and except
75 the North 3/4 of section. Also all Sections 17, 18,
76 19, 20, 29, 30, 31, 32, Township 4 North, Range 19

77 West; Walton County, Florida. Al so Sections 4, 5, 6,
78 7, 8, 9, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 30, Township 3 North,

79 Range 19 West; Walton County, Florida. Al so Sections
80 1, 2, 11, 12, 13, 14, 23, 24, 25, 26, Township 3

81 North, Range 20 West; Walton County, Florida. Al so

82 Section 29, Township 3 North, Range 19 Wst, |ess and
83 except; S 1/2 of NE 1/4 of NE 1/4 and SE 1/4 of NE
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84 1/4 and S 1/2 of NW1/4 of the NE 1/4 and also |less
85 the N 1/2 of the E 1/2 of the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4.
86 Al of Section 28, Township 3 North, Range 19 West;
87 Walton County, Florida | ess and except the SW1/4 of
88 section and also | ess and except the E 1/4 of section
89 al so | ess and except begi nning at the Sout hwest corner
90 of the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 thence run West to the
91 Sout hwest corner of the NW1/4 of the NE % thence run
92 West to the Sout hwest corner of the NW1/4 of the NE
93 1/4 run thence North to the South boundary line of the
94 RWIline of L & N Railroad; thence Westward al ong the
95 Sout h boundary line of said L & NRailroad to its
96 intersection with the West |ine of Section 28; thence
97 Sout h al ong the section line to the Sout hwest corner
98 of the NW1/4 of said Section 28; thence East to the
99 Sout heast corner of the NW1/4 of said Section 28
100 t hence South to the Southwest corner of the SE 1/4 of
101 said section; thence East to the Southeast corner of
102 the SE 1/4 of the SE 1/4 of said Section; thence North
103 along the line to the point of beginning;, also |ess
104 and except the E 1/2 of the NW1/4 of the NE 1/4; al so
105 | ess and except the conmencing at the SWcorner of Lot
106 No. 1, KamAkers S/D, thence run Westerly along the
107 North RRWIline of U S. H ghway 90 a di stance of 40
108 feet to the point of beginning;, thence continue
109 Westerly al ong said highway a di stance of 156.10 feet;
110 t hence North perpendicular to said highway a di stance
111 of 144 feet; thence East Parallel with said highway a
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112 di stance of 97.71 feet; thence South perpendicul ar
113 with said highway a di stance of 44 feet; thence East
114 parallel with said highway 60 feet to the Western
115 boundary of Twin Lake Drive; thence South 100 feet to
116 t he point of beginning; also | ess and except begin at
117 the intersection of the Easterly RRWIline of U S
118 H ghway 331 and the Northerly RRWIline of U S. H ghway
119 90 located in the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4 of Section 28;
120 t hence N 02 degrees 09' 26'' East along the South |ine
121 of Wlburn and Linda Cotton property (O R Book 329,
122 Page 433) and the South line of WIlliamand Ruth
123 Wckert (O R Book 331, Page 619) at the Northeast
124 corner of section run South 00 degrees property 550. 25
125 feet to the Westerly RRWIline of U S. H ghway 90;
126 thence run N 79 degrees 06'31'' West along said
127 Northerly RRWIine 199.40 feet to the point of
128 begi nning. Al of Section 21, Township 3 North, Range
129 19 West; | ess and except conmencing at the SE corner
130 of Block 1 of Plant No. 1 of WB. Harbeson Lunber
131 Conmpany's S/D run thence N 10 degrees 30' 00' "' East
132 66.5 feet to the North RR'WIline of U S. H ghway 90;
133 t hence Eastwardly al ong said Northern hi ghway boundary
134 a di stance of 250 feet to the point of begi nning;
135 t hence continue Eastwardly along said Northern hi ghway
136 boundary a di stance of 918 feet; thence N 04 degrees
137 40' 00'' east 636.60 feet; thence North 79 degrees
138 30" 00" West 833.80 feet; thence South 10 degrees
139 30" 00'" West a distance of 630 feet to the point of
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140 begi nning; also | ess and except all of South 3/4 of
141 section lying East of U S. Hi ghway 331 North; and al so
142 | ess and except; conmence at the Northeast corner of
143 Lot 6 Block Z of said Cakwood Lake Estates; thence
144 North 88 degrees 14'10'' West along the North |ine of
145 said Block Z for 1100 feet to the Northwest corner
146 thereof and its intersection with the East RRWIine of
147 Comerce Blvd.; thence departing said North bl ock |ine
148 run North 01 degrees 45'50'' East along the East RF W
149 line and Northeasterly extension thereof for 787.97
150 feet; thence departing the Northeasterly extensi on of
151 the East RFWIline of Commerce Blvd. run South 88
152 degrees 14'10'' East for 119.62 feet to the West RF' W
153 line of U S. H ghway 331 and a point on a curve being
154 concave Northwesterly and having a radi us of 5696. 58
155 feet; thence run Sout hwesterly along said curve and
156 West RFRWIline an arc distance of 414.27 feet through a
157 central angle of 04 degrees 10'00'' (chord = 414.18
158 feet, chord bearing = S 02 degrees 12'04'' Wst) to
159 the point of tangency of said curve; thence continue
160 along said RRWIline S 04 degrees 17'04'' West for
161 374.16 feet to the foresaid Northeast corner of Lot 6
162 Bl ock Z of said recorded S/D and the point of
163 begi nning; and also |ess and except; begi nning
164 31'16'"'" East along the East boundary |line of said
165 section 1848.16 feet; thence N 76 degrees 14' 35" ' West
166 al ong the Northerly RRWIine of Shoemaker Drive 36.74
167 feet; thence North 00 degrees 33'51'' West 529. 40
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168 feet; thence N 89 degrees 48'59'' West 387.56 feet;
169 thence S 00 degrees 33'51'"'" East 433.04 feet to the
170 Northerly RI'Wof Shoenaker Drive and a point that is
171 North 16 degrees 14' 35" West 436.74 feet and South 00
172 degrees 31'16'' East 1848.16 feet fromthe P. O B.
173 t hence run Northwesterly along said RRWIine 1680. 00
174 feet; thence North 12 degrees 33'01'' East 259.06 feet
175 to the Northerly RRWIline of a 75-foot gas
176 transm ssi on easenment; thence run al ong said easenent
177 North 80 degrees 21'05'" Wst 790.19 feet nore or |ess
178 to the Easterly RRWIline of US. 331; thence North 05
179 degrees 50'00'" West 34.90 feet of a chord; thence
180 Nort hwesterly along the arc of said RRW600.45 feet;
181 t hence run East along the North section line to the
182 poi nt of beginning. Al of Section 22, Township 3
183 North, Range 19 West, Walton County, Florida | ess and
184 except; South 3/4 of section and also | ess and except;
185 the N 1/2 of the NE 1/4 of section also |less and
186 except; the point of beginning shall be the
187 intersection of the South line of the NE 1/4 of NW1/4
188 of Section 22 with the East boundary of Juni per Lake
189 Road (66 feet wide), a County Road described in Deed
190 Book 201, Page 409 Public Records of Walton County,
191 Fl orida; thence run East along said Southline to the
192 Sout heast corner of said NE 1/4 of NW1/4, thence run
193 North 400 feet along the East line of said NE 1/4 of
194 NW 1/ 4, thence run Northeasterly to the center point
195 of the top of the vertical outflow drai nage structure
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196 (riser pipe) in Blueberry Pond; thence run northerly
197 to the center point of the term nation of the drai nage
198 structure outflow pipe into Magnolia Lake; thence
199 continue on the sane bearing an additional 200 feet;
200 t hence run Northeasterly to the center point of the
201 top of the vertical outflow drainage structure (riser
202 pi pe) of Magnolia Lake; thence run Westerly to the
203 center point of the term nation of the drai nage
204 structure outflow pipe fromPine Pond into Magnolia
205 Lake, thence run Southwesterly to the center point of
206 the top of the vertical outflow drainage structure in
207 Pi ne Pond; thence run Southwesterly to a point in Pine
208 Pond descri bed, as follows; a point |ocated on a
209 bearing |line running south 44 degrees 29' 08 ' East
210 fromthe Southeast corner of NW1l/4 of the NE 1/4 of
211 the SE 1/4 of the SW1/4, Section 15, Township 3
212 North, Range 19 West, which is equidistant fromthe
213 points on said bearing |line where it intersects the
214 Nort hwest waterline and the Southeast water line of
215 Pi ne Pond; thence run Sout hwest on a neander |ine
216 t hrough Pine Pond to the center point of Smth Creek
217 where it normally enters Pine Pond; thence run Wst to
218 the intersection with the East line of the SW 1/4 of
219 the SE 1/4 of the SW1/4 of Section 15, Township 3
220 North, Range 19 West; thence run South al ong sai d East
221 line to the Southeast corner of said SW1/4 of SE 1/4
222 of SW1/4; thence run South to the South line of the
223 North 33 feet of the W1/2 of the NW1/4 of the NE 1/4

Page 8 of 28
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

K@
HB 1685, Engrossed 1 2003

224 of the NE 1/4 of the NW1l/4, Section 22, Township 3
225 North, Range 19 West, thence run East along said South
226 line to the East line of said W1/2 of NW1/4 of the
227 NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4; thence run South
228 al ong said East |ine to the Sout heast corner of said W
229 1/2 of NW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NW
230 1/4; thence run West to the Northeast corner of the SW
231 1/4 of the NW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the
232 NW 1/ 4 of Section 22 Township 3 North, Range 19 West;
233 t hence run South to the Southeast corner of NW1/4 of
234 the SW1/4 of the SW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the N\W1/4
235 of Section 22 Township 3 North. Range 19 West; thence
236 run West along the South line of said NW1/4 of SW1/4
237 of NE 1/4 of the NW1/4 to the point of intersection
238 with the East boundary of Juni per Lake Road; thence
239 run South al ong the East boundary to the point of
240 begi nning. so, the follow ng easenents for road and
241 utility purposes; South 33 feet of SW1/4 of the SE %
242 of the SW1/4 of Section 15, Township 3 North, Range
243 19 West. The South 33 feet of the SW1/4 of the NW1/4
244 of the NE 1/4 of the NW1l/4 of Section 22, Township 3
245 North, Range 19 West. The North 33 feet of the NW1/4
246 of the SW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4 of Section
247 22, Township 3 North, Range 19 West. The North 33 feet
248 of the NW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4 of Section
249 22, Township 3 North, Range 19 West, Walton County,
250 Florida. Al of Section 15, Township 3 North, Range 19
251 West, Walton County, Florida | ess and except. The
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252 poi nt of begi nning shall be the intersection of the
253 South line of the NE 1/4 of NW1/4 of Section 22 with
254 t he East boundary of Juni per Lake Road (66 feet w de),
255 a county road described, in Deed Book 201, Page 409
256 Publ i c Records of Walton County, Florida; thence run
257 East along said South line to the Sout heast Corner of
258 said NE 1/4 of NW1/4, thence run north 400 feet al ong
259 the East line of said NE 1/4 of NW1/4, thence run
260 Nort heasterly to the center point of the top of the
261 vertical outflow drainage structure (riser pipe) in
262 Bl ueberry Pond; thence run Northerly to the center
263 point of the term nation of the drai nage structure
264 outfl ow pipe into Magnholia Lake; thence continue on
265 t he sane bearing an additional 200 feet; thence run
266 Nort heasterly to the center point of the top of the
267 vertical outfl ow drainage structure (riser pipe) of
268 Magnol i a Lake; thence run Westerly to the center point
269 of the term nation of the drai nage structure outfl ow
270 pi pe from Pine Pond into Magnolia Lake, thence run
271 Sout hwesterly to the center point of the top of the
272 vertical outfl ow drai nage structure in Pine Pond;
273 t hence run Sout hwesterly to a point in Pind Pond
274 Descri bed, as follows; a point |ocated on a bearing
275 line running South 44 degrees 29'08"' East fromthe
276 Sout heast corner of NW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the SE 1/4
277 to SW1/4, Section 15, Township 3 North, Range 19
278 West, which is equidistant fromthe points on said
279 bearing line where it intersects the Northwest
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280 wat erline and the Southeast water line of Pine Pond,
281 t hence run Sout hwest on a neander |ine through Pine
282 Pond to the center point of Smith Creek where it
283 normal ly enters Pine Pond; thence run West to the
284 intersection with the East line to the Southeast
285 corner of said SW1/4 of the SE 1/4 of the SW1/4 of
286 Section 15, Township 3 North, Range 19 West; thence
287 run South along said East line to the Southeast corner
288 of said SW1/4 of SE 1/4 of SW1/4; thence run South
289 to the South Iine of the North 33 feet of the W1/2 of
290 the NW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4,
291 Section 22, Township 3 North, Range 19 West, thence
292 run East along said South |line to the East |ine of
293 said W1/2 of NW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of
294 the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4; thence run South al ong said
295 East line to the Southeast corner of said W1/2 of NW
296 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4; thence
297 run West to the Northeast corner of the SW1/4 of the
298 NW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4 of
299 Section 22, Township 3 North, Range 19 West; thence
300 run South to the Sout heast corner of NW1/4 of the SW
301 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4 of Section 22,
302 Township 3 North, Range 19 West; thence run West al ong
303 the South line of said NW1/4 of SW1/4 of NE 1/4 of
304 NW1l/4 to the point of intersection with the east
305 boundary of Juni per Lake Road; thence run South al ong
306 t he East boundary to the point of beginning. Also, the
307 foll owi ng easenents for road and utility purposes;
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308 South 33 feet of SW1/4 of the SE 1/4 of SW1/4 of
309 Section 15, Township 3 North, Range 19 West. The South
310 33 feet of the SW1/4 of the NW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of
311 the NW 1/ 4 Section 22, Township 3 North, Range 19
312 West. The North 33 feet of the NW1/4 of the SW1/4 of
313 the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4 of Section 22, Township 3
314 North, Range 19 West. The North 33 feet of the NW1/4
315 of the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4 of Section 22, Township 3
316 North, Range 19 West Walton County, Florida. Al so
317 |l ess all property lying East of a line running North
318 and South fromthe center of Juni per Lake Dam and not
319 in the Defuniak Springs City Limts. Al of Section
320 10, Township 3 North, Range 19 West Walton County,
321 Florida | ess and except all Iying North of Juniper
322 Lake, and Sout heast corner of the section East of
323 Juni per Lake Dam
324 (2) The purpose of this act is to pronote the genera

325| health, welfare, and safety of the citizens and residents of

326/ Walton County who reside within the geographical limts of the

327 Liberty Fire District by providing for the financial support of
328/ the Liberty Fire District of Walton County, a Florida not-for-
329 profit corporation, which currently provides the district with

330| fire protection services, facilities, and firefighting

331 equi pnment; the establishnent and mai ntenance of fire stations

332 and fire substations; the acquisition and mai nt enance of al

333 firefighting and protection equi pnent necessary for the

334| prevention of fires or fighting of fires; the enploynent and

335| training of such personnel as may be necessary to acconplish
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336| fire prevention and firefighting;, the establishment and

337| nmai ntenance of energency services; the acquisition and

338| nmi ntenance of rescue and ot her energency equi pnment; and the

339| enploynent and training of necessary enmergency personnel. The

340 district nay provide energency nedi cal services. The district

341| shall have all other powers necessary to carry out these

342| purposes. The district shall be a fire control district and

343| shall have no responsibility for providing anbul ance or simlar

344 energency services within the district's boundari es.
345 (3) Nothing herein shall prevent the district from

346| cooperating with the state or other |ocal governnments to render

347| such services to communities adjacent to the | and described in

348| this section as evidenced by a signed Aid Agreenent.

349 (4) The district charter may be anended only by specia
350 act of the Legislature.

351 Section 3. Board of conm ssioners. --

352 (1) Pursuant to chapter 191, Florida Statutes, the

353| business and affairs of the district shall be governed and

354| adnmi nistered by a board of five comm ssioners, who shall be

355 qualified electoral residing wwthin the district and shall be

356| elected by the qualified electors residing within the district

357 at a special election, subject to the provisions of chapter 189

358, and 191, Florida Statues, and this act. Each conm ssi oner shal

359| hold office until his or her successor is elected and qualified

360 under the provisions of this act. The procedures for conducting

361| district elections and for qualification of candi dates and

362| electors shall be pursuant to chapters 189 and 191, Florida

363| Statutes, as they nmay be anended fromtine to tine.
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364 (2) The five nenbers of the initial board shall be el ected

365 by the qualified electors residing within the district. The

366| three elected nenbers for seats 1, 3, and 5 in the initia

367| election under this act shall serve terns of 3 years each. The

368| renmining two sel ected nenbers for seats 2 and 4 in the initial

369| election under this act shall serve terns of 2 years each

370 Subsequent el ections under this act shall coincide with the

371| general elections of this state. The nenbers of the board shal

372| serve on a nonpartisan basis for a termof 4 years each

373 (3) Vacancies in office shall be filled by specia

374 election, said election to be held coincidental with the next

375 countyw de general or special election. The board nmay appoint a

376| qualified elector of the district to act as com ssioner until

377 the vacancy is filled by election. A conm ssioner nust be a

378| qualified elector residing within the district. A comm ssioner

379 may be renoved fromoffice for any reason that a state or county

380 officer may be renpved.
381 (4) Al elections shall be noticed, called, and held
382| pursuant to the provisions of the general |aws of the state,

383| except as herein otherw se provided. The board shall, to the

384| extent possible, coordinate all elections with countyw de

385| general or special elections in order to mnimze cost.

386| Elections shall be called through the adopti on of an appropriate

387| resolution of the district directed to the Board of County

388| Conm ssioners of Walton County, the Supervisor of Elections of

389 Walton County, and other appropriate officers of the county. The

390| district shall reinburse county governnent for the actual cost

391| of district elections. No conm ssioner shall be a paid enpl oyee
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392| of the district while holding said position. This shall not

393| prevent volunteers receiving rei nbursenent for expenses from

394| serving as comm SSi oners.

395 (5) The board may enpl oy such personnel as deened

396| necessary for the proper function and operation of a fire

397| district. The salaries of fire departnment and energency service

398| personnel, and any other wages, shall be determ ned by the
399| board.
400 Section 4. Oficers; board conpensation; bond. —-

401 (1) In accordance with chapter 191, Florida Statutes, each

402| el ected nenber of the board shall assune office 10 days

403 followi ng the nenber's election. Annually, within 60 days after

404| el ection of new nenbers of said board, the nenbers inmedi ately

405/ upon their election as herein provided, or within 10 days

406| thereafter and annually in Novenber, shall organi ze by el ecting

407\ fromtheir nunber a chair, vice chair, secretary, and treasurer.

408| However, the sane nenber may be both secretary and treasurer, in

409| accordance with chapter 191, Florida Statutes, as anended from

410 tinme to tine.

411 (2) The comm ssioners may receive rei nbursenent for actua

412| expenses incurred while performng the duties of their offices

413| in accordance with general |aw governing per diemfor public

414| officials. Conmmi ssioners nmay receive conpensation for their

415| services in accordance with chapter 191, Florida Statutes, as

416/ anended fromtine to tine.

417 (3) Each comm ssioner, upon taking office and in

418| accordance with chapters 189 and 191, Florida Statutes, shal

419 execute to the Governor, for the benefit of the district, a bond
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420 of $5,000 with a qualified personal or corporate surety,

4211 conditioned upon the faithful perfornmance of the duties of the

422| commi ssioner's office and upon an accounting for all funds which

423| cone into his or her hands as conm ssioner; however, the

424| treasurer shall furnish a bond of $10,000, which may be in lieu
425 of the $5,000 bond. The prem um for such bonds shall be paid
426| fromdistrict funds.

427 Section 5. Powers; duties; responsibilities.—

428 (1) The district shall have and the board nmay exercise by

429 nmjority vote all the powers and duties set forth in this act
430 and chapters 189, 191, and 197, Florida Statutes, as they may be

431| anended fromtine to tine, including, but not limted to,

432| special assessnents, other revenue-rai sing capabilities, budget

433| preparation and approval, liens and foreclosure of |liens, use of

434| tax deeds and tax certificates as appropriate from non-ad

435/ val orem assessnents, contractual agreenents, and adopti on of

436| ordi nances and resol utions that are necessary to conduct

437| district business if such ordi nances do not conflict with any

438/ ordi nance of a |ocal general purpose governnment w thin whose

439| jurisdiction the district is |ocated.

440 (2) The board shall continue to have the right, power, and

441| authority to levy annually special assessnment agai nst the

442 taxable real estate within the district to provide funds for the

443| purposes of the district, in an anpunt not to exceed the limt

444 provided in chapter 191, Florida Statues, as anended fromtine
445 to tine.
446 (3) The nethods for assessing and coll ecting specia

447| assessnents, fees, or service charges shall be as set
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448| forth in this act and chapters 170, 189, 191, and 197, Florida

449 Statues, as anended fromtinme to tine.

450 (4) The district shall |evy and coll ect specia

451| assessnents in accordance with chapter 200, Florida Statutes, as

4521 anended fromtine to tine.

453 (5) The district is authorized to | evy and enforce specia

454| assessnents in accordance with chapters 170, 189, 191, and 197,

455! Florida Statutes, as amended fromtine to time.

456 (6) The district’s planning requirenents shall be as set
457 forth in this act and chapters 189 and 191, Florida

458 Statues, as anended fromtine to tine.

459 (7) Requirenents for financial disclosure, neeting

460| notices, reporting, public records nmaintenance, and per di em

461| expenses for officers and enpl oyees shall be as set forth in
462| this act and chapters 112, 119, 189, 191, and 286, Florida

463 Statutes, as anended fromtine to tine.

464 Section 6. Inpact fees.--
465 (1) Pursuant to section 191.009(4), Florida Statutes, it
466/ 1is hereby declared that the cost of new facilities upon fire

467| protection and energency services shoul d be borne by new users

468 of the district's services to the extent new constructi on

469| requires new facilities, but only to that extent. It is the

470 legislative intent of this section to transfer to the new users

471 of the district's fire protection and energency services a fair

472| share of the costs that new users i npose on the district for new

473| facilities. This shall only apply in the event that the general

474 purpose |local governnment in which the district is |ocated has

475| not adopted an inpact fee for fire services which is distributed
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476 to the district for construction within its jurisdictional

4771 boundari es.

478 (2) The inpact fees collected by the district pursuant to

479| this section shall be kept as a separate fund from ot her

480| revenues of the district and shall be used exclusively for the

481| acquisition, purchase, or construction of new facilities or

482| portions thereof required to provide fire protection and

483| energency services to new construction. "New facilities" neans

484| 1 and, buil dings, and capital equi pnent, including, but not

485 |imted to, fire and enmergency vehicles and radio telenetry

486| equi pnent. The fees shall not be used for the acquisition,

487 purchase, or construction of facilities which nust be obtai ned

488| in any event, regardless of growh within the district. The

489| board of fire comm ssioners shall maintain adequate records to

490| ensure that inpact fees are expended only for perm ssible new
491| facilities.
492 Section 7. Special assessnents. --

493 (1) The board shall have the right, power, and authority

494| to | evy special assessnents against the taxable real estate

495/ within the district to provide funds for the purpose of the
496| district.

497 (2)(a) The rate of the special assessnent for a residence
498! will be $25 annually.

499 (b) The rate of the special assessnent for a business wl|
500 be $82 annually.

501 (c) Any increase to the special assessnent nust be

502| approved by a majority of the electors within the Liberty Fire
503| District.

Page 18 of 28
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

O

HB 1685, Engrossed 1 2003

504 (3) It isthe legislative intent that this act shal
505 authorize the Walton County Property Appraiser and the Walton

506 County Tax Collector to take all appropriate action to conply

507 with the intent of the purpose of this act.
508 (4) It is also the legislative intent that the board of

509| conm ssioners shall be a vehicle to provide funding to

510 acconplish the purpose set out in this act.

511 Section 8. Property appraiser.--
512 (1) The Walton County Property Apprai ser shall furnish the

513| conmi ssioners a tax roll covering all taxable properties within

514 the district on or before July 1 of each year.
515 (2) The Walton County Property Appraiser shall include in

516| the Walton County tax roll the assessnents nade by the board,

517| and the sane shall be collected in the manner as provided for by
518| this act and paid over by the Walton County Tax Coll ector to the
519 board.

520 (3) The Walton County Property Appraiser shall be

521| reinbursed for assessing such special assessnents in the manner

522| and anmount authorized by general |aw, and the Walton County Tax

523| Coll ector shall receive a conm ssion or fee of 3 percent for

524| coll ection of such special assessnents.

525 Section 9. Special assessnent as a lien.--

526 (1) The special assessnment |evied and assessed by the

527 district shall be a lien upon the property so assessed al ong

528/ with the county taxes assessed agai nst such property until said

529| assessnents and taxes have been paid, and if the speci al

530 assessnent levied by the district becones delinquent, such

531| special assessnment shall be considered a part of the county tax
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532| subject to the sane penalties, charges, fees, and renedi es for

533| enforcenment and coll ection of such taxes.

534 Section 10. Deposit of special assessnents; fees;

535| authority to disburse funds. --

536 (1) The proceeds of the assessnents and funds of the

537| district shall be deposited in qualified public depositories, in

538| accordance with chapters 191 and 280, Florida Statutes, as they

539 nmay be anended fromtine to tine, in the nanme of the district in

540/ a bank authorized to receive deposits of district funds. The

541| bank shall be designated by a resolution of the board.

542 (2) Al warrants for the paynent of |abor, equipnent, and

543| other expenses of the board, and in carrying into effect this

544 act and the purpose thereof, shall be payable by the treasurer

545| of the board on accounts and vouchers approved and aut hori zed by
546 the board. No funds of the district shall be paid out or
547 di sbursed except by check signed by the treasurer of the board

548 and either the chair or vice chair of the board.

549 Section 11. Authority to borrow noney.—-

550 (1) The board of conm ssioners shall have the power and

551| authority to borrow noney or issue other evidences of

552| i ndebtedness for the purpose of the district in accordance with

553| chapters 189 and 191, Florida Statutes, as anended fromtine to

554| tine; provided, however, that the total paynments in any one

555| vyear, including principal and interest, on any indebtedness

556| incurred by the district shall not exceed 50 percent of the
557| total estimted

558| annual budgeted revenues of the district.
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559 (2) The board of comm ssioners, board of directors as a

560 body, or any of the nenbers of either board as individuals shal

561| not be personally or individually |iable for the repaynent of

562| such | oan. Such repaynment shall be nade out of the special

563| assessnent receipts of the district, except as provided in this

564| subsection. The conm ssioners shall not create any indebtedness

565 or incur obligations for any sum or anount which they are unabl e

566 to repay out of district funds available to themat that tine,

567| except as otherwi se provided in this act; provided, however,

568| that the comm ssioners nay neke purchases of equi pnmrent on an

569| installnment basis as necessary if funds are available for the

570, paynent of the current year's installnent on such equi pnent plus

571| the anpunt due in that year of any of the installnents and the

572| repaynent of any bank | oan or other existing indebtedness, which

573| nmay be due that year.
574 Section 12. Use of district funds. -—
575 (1) No funds of the district shall be used for any

576| purposes other than the adni nistration of the affairs and

577! business of the district; the construction, care, nmintenance,

578| upkeep operation, and purchase of firefighting and rescue

579 equipnment or a fire station; the paynent of public utilities;

580 and the paynent of salaries of district personnel as the board

581| may fromtine to tine deternine to be necessary for the

582| operations and effectiveness
583 of the district.
584 Section 13. Record of board neetings; authority to adopt

585/ rules and regul ati ons; annual reports; budget.--
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586 (1) A record shall be kept of all neetings of the board,

587 and in such neetings concurrence of a ngjority of the

588| conm ssioners present shall be necessary to any affirnative
589| action by the board.

590 (2) The board shall have the authority to adopt and anend

591| policies and regulations for the admnistration of the affairs

592| of the district under the ternms of this act and chapters 189 and
593| 191, Florida Statues, which shall include, but not be linted
594| to, the authority to adopt the necessary rules and regul ati ons

505| for the adm nistration and supervi sion of the property and

596| personnel of the district; for the prevention of fires, fire

597| control, fire hydrant placenent, and flow testing in accordance

598 with current NFPA rules; and for rescue work within the

599| district. Said conm ssioners shall have all the | awful power and

600 the authority necessary to carry out the purposes of said fire

601| district; to purchase all necessary real and personal property;

602 to purchase and carry standard insurance policies on all such

603 equi pnent; to enpl oy such personnel as nmay be necessary to carry

604| out the purpose of said fire district; to provide adequate

605 insurance for said enployees; to purchase and carry appropriate

606| insurance for the protection of all firefighters and personnel

607| as well as all equi pnent and personal property on |loan to the

608 district; to sell surplus real and personal property in the sane

609| nmanner and subject to the sanme restrictions as provided for such

610 sales by counties; to enter into contracts with qualified

611| service providers, the Liberty Fire District of Walton County,

612| other fire departnents, nmunicipalities, and state and federa

613| governnmental units for the purpose of obtaining financial aid,
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614| and for otherwi se carrying out the purposes of the district. The

615 conm ssioners shall adopt a fiscal year for said fire district,
616 which shall be October 1 to Septenber 30.
617 (3) Any policies, rules, and regul ati ons pronul gated and

618 made by the board shall have the force and effect of |aw after

619| copies thereof, signed by the secretary and chair or vice chair,

620 shall have been posted in three public places within the

621| district in conspicuous |ocations and advertised by title once a

622| week for 2 consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general paid

623| circulation in the district.
624 (4) The board shall, on or before Novenber 1, make an
625/ annual report of its actions and accounting of its funds as of

626 Septenber of that year, and shall file said report in the office
627| of the Cerk of the Circuit Court of Walton County, whose duty

628 it shall be to receive and file said report and hold and keep

629| the sane as a public record.

630 (5) For the purposes of carrying into effect this act, the

631| board shall annually prepare, consider, and adopt a district

632| budget pursuant to the applicable requirenents of chapters 189

633 and 191, Florida Statutes, as they nay be anended fromtinme to

634! tinme. The board shall, at the sane time as it makes its annual

635| report, file its estimted budget for the fiscal year beginning
636/ October 1, which budget shall show the estimated revenue to be
637| received by the district and the esti mated expenditures to be

638 incurred by the district in carrying out its operations.

639 Section 14. Authority to enact fire prevention ordi nances;

640 appoint fire chief; acquire |land; enter contracts; establish
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641| sal aries; general and special powers; authority to provide

642 energency nedi cal and rescue services. --

643 (1) The board of comm ssioners shall have the right and

644 power to enact fire prevention ordinances in the same nanner

645 provided for the adoption of policies and regulations in

646| subsection (2) of section 13, and when the provisions of such

647| fire prevention ordinances are deternm ned by the board to be

648 violated, the office of the state attorney, upon witten notice

649| of such violation issued by the board, is authorized to

650 prosecute such person or persons held to be in violation

651| thereof. Any person found guilty of a violation nay be puni shed

652| as provided in chapter 775, Florida Statutes, as a m sdeneanor

653 of the second degree. The cost of such prosecution shall be paid

654 out of the district funds, unless otherw se provided by | aw.

655 (2) The board shall have the power to appoint a fire

656| chief, who shall be a person experienced in all types of

657| firefighting and fire prevention and who shall work with and
658 cooperate with the Florida State Fire Marshal in which the
659 district is situated in the prevention of fires of all types.

660 The district fire chief shall be authorized to enter, at al

661| reasonable hours, any building or prem ses for the purpose of

662| maki ng any inspection or investigation which the State Fire

663 Marshal is authorized to nake pursuant to state | aw and

664 reqgul ation. The owner, |essee, nanager, or operator of any

665 building or prem ses shall pernmt the district fire chief to

666| enter and inspect the building or prem ses at all reasonable

667 hours. The district fire chief shall report any violations of
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668| state fire safety laws or regulations to the appropriate
669 officials.
670 (3) The board shall have the power to acquire, by gift or

671| purchase, lands or rights in | ands, and any ot her property, rea

672 and personal, tangible or intangible, necessary, desirable, or

673| convenient for carrying out the purposes of the district, and to

674 pay any and all costs of sane out of the funds of the district,

675 provided that prior to the acquisition of the |ocation of a fire

676| station site, an appropriate investigation shall be conducted
677 which shall include, but not linited to, obtaining the staff
678| recomendati on of the Walton County Pl anni ng Depart nent.

679 (4 The board shall have the power to enter into contracts

680 or to otherwise join with the Liberty Fire District of Walton

681| County, or to otherwise join with any other district, city, or

682 town, the United States of Anerica, or any agency or authority

683| thereunder, for the purpose of expandi hg services, providing

684 effective aid, and acconplishing and carrying out the purposes

685 for which the district was created and for the further purpose

686| of specifically obtaining financial aid, assistance, or subsidy.

687 (5) The salaries of fire departnment personnel and any

688| ot her wages shall be determ ned by the board.

689 (6) The district is authorized to establish and naintain

690 energency nedi cal and rescue response services and acquire and

691| nmmintain rescue, nedical, and ot her emergency equi pnent, subject

692 to the provisions of chapter 401, Florida Statutes.

693 Section 15. Annexations.--1f any nmunicipality or other

694 fire control district annexes any land included in the district,
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695| such annexation shall follow the procedures set forth in section

696 171.093, Florida Statutes, as anended fromtine to tine.

697 Section 16. Dissolution.--The district shall exist until

698 dissolved in the sane manner as it was created. |If the Liberty

699 Fire District of Walton County is dissolved or ceases to exi st

700 for any reason, or if the board determnes that the Liberty Fire

701 District of Walton County is unable to carry out its objectives

702| as stated or the objectives of the district as stated in

703| subsection (2) of section 2, or the district's published

704/ policies, the board shall in its discretion nake arrangenents

705| for other nmeans of providing fire protection and rescue

706| servi ces.

707 Section 17. Immunity fromtort liability.-—

708 (1) The district and its officers, agents, and enpl oyees

709 shall have the sane immunity fromtort liability as other

710 agenci es and subdi visions of the state. The provisions of

711| chapter 768, Florida Statutes, as fromtine to tine anended,

712 shall apply to all clains asserted against the district.

713 (2) The district commssioners and all officers, agents,

714 and enpl oyees of the district shall have the sane i munity and

715| exenption frompersonal liability as is provided by general |aw

716/ of the state for state, county, and nunicipal officers.
717 (3) The district shall defend all clains against the
718| comm ssioners, officers, agents, and enpl oyees which arise

719 within the scope of enploynent or purposes of the district and

720 shall pay all judgnents agai nst said persons, except where said

721| persons acted in bad faith or wwth malicious purpose or in a
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722 manner exhibiting wanton and willful disregard of human rights,

723| safety, or property.

724 Section 18. District expansion. - —

725 (1) The district boundaries may be extended fromtine to

726 tinme as foll ows:

727 (a) Land contiguous to the boundaries of the district in

728 uni ncorporated Walton County nmay be included in the district

729 when petition for inclusion signed and sworn to by a najority of

730 the owners of the real property within the tract or tracts to be

731 included in the district has been presented to the board of

732| comm ssioners and the proposal has been approved by the

733 affirmati ve vote of no fewer than three nenbers of the board of

734 conmi ssioners at a regul ar neeting.

735 (b) The petition nmust contain the |egal description of the

736/ property sought to be added to the district and the nanes and

737| addresses of the owners of the property.

738 (2) If a proposal to add an area to the district as

739 defined in subsection (1) is approved by the affirnative vote of

740 no fewer than three menbers of the board of conmi ssioners at a

741 regular neeting, the board of comm ssioners shall thereafter

742| adopt a resolution describing the |lands to be included within

743 the district and shall cause such resolution to be duly enroll ed

744 in the record of the neeting and a certified copy of the

745 resolution to be recorded in the Ofice of the Cerk of the
746 Circuit Court of Walton County.
147 (3) Upon adoption of the resolution by the board, the

748| district shall, pursuant to chapter 191, Florida Statutes,

749 request that its |egislative del egati on approve said addition
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750 and sponsor | egislation amending the district boundary. Upon

751| approval by the |legislature, the boundary shall be anended.

752 (4) Lands within nmunicipal boundaries of cities contiguous

753 to district boundaries may be included in the district upon

754 request by the governing board of the nmunicipality, approval of

755| said request by affirmative vote of no fewer that three nenbers

756 of the district board, and referendum approval of inclusion by

757 the electors of the nmunicipality. The referendum shall be

758| conducted by the nunicipality at the next avail able special or

759 general el ection.

760 Section 19. Construction.--This act shall be construed as

761 renedial and shall be liberally construed to pronote the purpose
762 for which it is intended.
763 Section 20. Effect.--1n the event that any part of this

764 act should be held void for any reason, such hol ding shall not

765| affect any other part thereof.

766 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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