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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to Liberty Fire District, Walton County;
creating a special district; providing definitions;
providing for creation, status, charter anendnents,
boundari es, and purposes; providing for a board of
comm ssioners; providing for election and terns of
conmmi ssi oners; providing for enpl oynent of board
personnel ; providing for election of board officers;
providing for conpensation and bonds of conm ssioners;
provi ding for powers, duties, and responsibilities of the
board; preserving the authority to I evy non-ad val orem
speci al assessnents; providing for inpact fees;
authorizing the board to | evy special assessnents;
providing |legislative intent; providing for duties of the
property appraiser; providing for special assessnment as a
lien; providing for deposit of such special assessnents;
providing for authority to disburse funds; authorizing the
board to borrow noney; providing for use of district
funds; requiring a record of all board neetings;
aut hori zing the board to adopt policies and regul ati ons;
providing for the board to nmake an annual budget;
requiring an annual report; authorizing the board to enact
fire prevention ordi nances, appoint a district fire chief,
acquire land, enter contracts, establish salaries, and
establish and operate a fire rescue service; providing for
district authority upon annexation of district |ands;
providing for dissolution; providing inmunity fromtort
liability for officers, agents, and enpl oyees; providing
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for district expansion; providing for construction and

effect; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. The Liberty Fire District is hereby created and

the charter for the district is created to read:

Section 1. Definitions.--As used in this act, unless

ot herwi se specified:
(1) "District" neans the Liberty Fire District.

(2) "Board" neans the board of conm ssioners created

pursuant to this act and chapter 191, Florida Statutes.

(3) "Board of directors" neans the existing policynaking

and governing body of the Liberty Fire District of Walton

County.
(4) "Comm ssioner" neans a nenber of the board of

conmm ssioners of and for the district.

(5) "Director" neans a nenber of the board of directors.

(6) "Residence" neans one single-famly dwelling,

i ncl udi ng one single-apartnent dwelling unit, one single-

condom niumdwel ling unit, one single duplex, triplex, or other

attached dwelling unit, one single-famly detached dwelling

unit, or one single nobile or nodul ar hone dwel ling unit.

(7) "Business" nmeans notels, apartnents, or rental

dwel lings, along with other standard commercial or industrial

busi nesses such as gasoline stations, stores, marinas, and

simlar establishnents, as authorized pursuant to the applicable
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| ocal governnent conprehensive plan, whether or not such

busi nesses are required to pay or collect sal es taxes.

Section 2. Creation; status; charter anendnents;

boundari es; district purposes.--There is hereby created an

i ndependent special fire control district and rescue service

district incorporating |ands in Walton County described in

subsection (1), which shall be a public corporation having the

powers, duties, obligations, and i munities herein set forth,

under the nane of the Liberty Fire District. The district is

organi zed and exists for all purposes and shall hold all powers
set forth in this act and chapters 189 and 191, Florida
St at ut es.

(1) The lands to be included within the district are

the follow ng described |ands in Walton County: All
Sections 2, 3, 4, 5,8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17,
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 34, 35, 36,
Township 4 North, Range 20 West; Walton County,
Florida. Also all of Section 33, Township 4 North,
Range 19 West, Walton County, Florida; | ess and except
the North 3/4 of section. Also all Sections 17, 18,
19, 20, 29, 30, 31, 32, Township 4 North, Range 19
West; Walton County, Florida. Al so Sections 4, 5, 6,
7, 8, 9, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 30, Township 3 North,
Range 19 West; Walton County, Florida. Al so Sections
1, 2, 11, 12, 13, 14, 23, 24, 25, 26, Township 3
North, Range 20 West; Walton County, Florida. Al so
Section 29, Township 3 North, Range 19 Wst, |ess and
except; S 1/2 of NE 1/4 of NE 1/4 and SE 1/4 of NE
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1/4 and S 1/2 of NW1/4 of the NE 1/4 and also |less
the N 1/2 of the E 1/2 of the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4.
Al of Section 28, Township 3 North, Range 19 West;
Wal ton County, Florida | ess and except the SW1/4 of

section and also | ess and except the E 1/4 of section

al so | ess and except begi nning at the Sout hwest corner
of the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 thence run West to the
Sout hwest corner of the NW1/4 of the NE % thence run
West to the Sout hwest corner of the NW1/4 of the NE
1/4 run thence North to the South boundary line of the
RWIline of L & N Railroad; thence Westward al ong the
Sout h boundary line of said L & NRailroad to its

intersection with the West |line of Section 28; thence

Sout h al ong the section line to the Sout hwest corner

of the NW1/4 of said Section 28; thence East to the

Sout heast corner of the NW1/4 of said Section 28

t hence South to the Southwest corner of the SE 1/4 of

said section; thence East to the Southeast corner of
the SE 1/4 of the SE 1/4 of said Section; thence North
along the line to the point of beginning;, also |ess
and except the E 1/2 of the NW1/4 of the NE 1/4; al so
| ess and except the conmencing at the SWcorner of Lot

No. 1, KamAkers S/D, thence run Westerly along the
North RRWIline of U S. H ghway 90 a di stance of 40

feet to the point of beginning;, thence continue

Westerly al ong said highway a di stance of 156.10 feet;

t hence North perpendicular to said highway a di stance

of 144 feet; thence East Parallel with said highway a
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di stance of 97.71 feet; thence South perpendicul ar

with said highway a di stance of 44 feet; thence East

parallel with said highway 60 feet to the Western

boundary of Twin Lake Drive; thence South 100 feet to

t he point of beginning; also | ess and except begin at

the intersection of the Easterly RRWIline of U S

H ghway 331 and the Northerly RRWIline of U S. H ghway
90 located in the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4 of Section 28;
t hence N 02 degrees 09' 26'' East along the South |ine
of Wlburn and Linda Cotton property (O R Book 329,
Page 433) and the South line of WIlliamand Ruth
Wckert (O R Book 331, Page 619) at the Northeast

corner of section run South 00 degrees property 550. 25
feet to the Westerly RRWIline of U S. H ghway 90;
thence run N 79 degrees 06'31'' West along said
Northerly RRWIine 199.40 feet to the point of

begi nning. Al of Section 21, Township 3 North, Range

19 West; | ess and except conmencing at the SE corner
of Block 1 of Plant No. 1 of WB. Harbeson Lunber
Conmpany's S/D run thence N 10 degrees 30' 00' "' East
66.5 feet to the North RR'WIline of U S. H ghway 90;

t hence Eastwardly al ong said Northern hi ghway boundary

a di stance of 250 feet to the point of begi nning;

t hence continue Eastwardly along said Northern hi ghway

boundary a di stance of 918 feet; thence N 04 degrees
40' 00'' east 636.60 feet; thence North 79 degrees
30" 00" West 833.80 feet; thence South 10 degrees
30" 00'" West a distance of 630 feet to the point of
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begi nning; also | ess and except all of South 3/4 of

section lying East of U S. Hi ghway 331 North; and al so

| ess and except; conmence at the Northeast corner of
Lot 6 Block Z of said Cakwood Lake Estates; thence
North 88 degrees 14'10'' West along the North |ine of
said Block Z for 1100 feet to the Northwest corner

thereof and its intersection with the East RFRWIine of

Comerce Blvd.; thence departing said North bl ock |ine
run North 01 degrees 45'50'' East along the East RRW

line and Northeasterly extension thereof for 787.97

feet; thence departing the Northeasterly extensi on of
the East RFWIline of Commerce Blvd. run South 88

degrees 14'10'' East for 119.62 feet to the West RF' W
line of U S. H ghway 331 and a point on a curve being

concave Northwesterly and having a radi us of 5696. 58

feet; thence run Sout hwesterly along said curve and
West RFRWIline an arc distance of 414.27 feet through a
central angle of 04 degrees 10'00'' (chord = 414.18
feet, chord bearing = S 02 degrees 12'04'' Wst) to
the point of tangency of said curve; thence continue
along said RRWIline S 04 degrees 17'04'' West for
374.16 feet to the foresaid Northeast corner of Lot 6
Bl ock Z of said recorded S/D and the point of

begi nning; and also |ess and except; begi nning

31'16'"'" East along the East boundary |line of said
section 1848.16 feet; thence N 76 degrees 14' 35" ' West
al ong the Northerly RRWIine of Shoemaker Drive 36.74
feet; thence North 00 degrees 33'51'' West 529. 40
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feet; thence N 89 degrees 48'59'' West 387.56 feet;
thence S 00 degrees 33'51'"'" East 433.04 feet to the
Northerly RI'Wof Shoenaker Drive and a point that is
North 16 degrees 14' 35" West 436.74 feet and South 00
degrees 31'16'' East 1848.16 feet fromthe P. O B.

t hence run Northwesterly along said RRWIine 1680. 00
feet; thence North 12 degrees 33'01'' East 259.06 feet
to the Northerly RRWIline of a 75-foot gas
transm ssi on easenment; thence run al ong said easenent
North 80 degrees 21'05'" Wst 790.19 feet nore or |ess
to the Easterly RRWIline of US. 331; thence North 05
degrees 50'00'" West 34.90 feet of a chord; thence
Nort hwesterly along the arc of said RRW600.45 feet;

t hence run East along the North section line to the

poi nt of beginning. Al of Section 22, Township 3
North, Range 19 West, Walton County, Florida | ess and
except; South 3/4 of section and also | ess and except;
the N 1/2 of the NE 1/4 of section also |less and
except; the point of beginning shall be the
intersection of the South line of the NE 1/4 of NW1/4
of Section 22 with the East boundary of Juni per Lake
Road (66 feet wide), a County Road described in Deed
Book 201, Page 409 Public Records of Walton County,

Fl orida; thence run East along said Southline to the
Sout heast corner of said NE 1/4 of NW1/4, thence run
North 400 feet along the East line of said NE 1/4 of
NW 1/ 4, thence run Northeasterly to the center point

of the top of the vertical outflow drai nage structure
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(riser pipe) in Blueberry Pond; thence run northerly

to the center point of the term nation of the drai nage

structure outflow pipe into Magnolia Lake; thence

continue on the sane bearing an additional 200 feet;

t hence run Northeasterly to the center point of the

top of the vertical outflow drainage structure (riser

pi pe) of Magnolia Lake; thence run Westerly to the

center point of the term nation of the drai nage

structure outflow pipe fromPine Pond into Magnolia

Lake, thence run Southwesterly to the center point of

the top of the vertical outflow drainage structure in

Pi ne Pond; thence run Southwesterly to a point in Pine

Pond descri bed, as follows; a point |ocated on a

bearing |line running south 44 degrees 29' 08 ' East
fromthe Southeast corner of NW1l/4 of the NE 1/4 of
the SE 1/4 of the SW1/4, Section 15, Township 3
North, Range 19 West, which is equidistant fromthe

points on said bearing |line where it intersects the

Nort hwest waterline and the Southeast water |ine of

Pi ne Pond; thence run Sout hwest on a nmeander |ine

t hrough Pine Pond to the center point of Smth Creek

where it normally enters Pine Pond; thence run Wst to
the intersection with the East line of the SW 1/4 of
the SE 1/4 of the SW1/4 of Section 15, Township 3
North, Range 19 West; thence run South al ong sai d East
line to the Southeast corner of said SW1/4 of SE 1/4
of SW1/4; thence run South to the South line of the
North 33 feet of the W1/2 of the NW1/4 of the NE 1/4
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of the NE 1/4 of the NW1l/4, Section 22, Township 3
North, Range 19 West, thence run East al ong said South
line to the East line of said W1/2 of NW1/4 of the
NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4; thence run South

al ong said East |ine to the Sout heast corner of said W
1/2 of NW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NW
1/4; thence run West to the Northeast corner of the SW
1/4 of the NW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the
NW 1/ 4 of Section 22 Township 3 North, Range 19 West;
t hence run South to the Southeast corner of NW1/4 of
the SW1/4 of the SW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the N\W1/4

of Section 22 Township 3 North. Range 19 West; thence
run West along the South line of said NW1/4 of SW1/4
of NE 1/4 of the NW1/4 to the point of intersection

with the East boundary of Juni per Lake Road; thence

run South al ong the East boundary to the point of

begi nning. so, the foll ow ng easenents for road and
utility purposes; South 33 feet of SW1/4 of the SE %
of the SW1/4 of Section 15, Township 3 North, Range
19 West. The South 33 feet of the SW1/4 of the NW1/4
of the NE 1/4 of the NW1l/4 of Section 22, Township 3
North, Range 19 West. The North 33 feet of the NW1/4
of the SW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4 of Section
22, Township 3 North, Range 19 West. The North 33 feet
of the NW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4 of Section
22, Township 3 North, Range 19 West, Walton County,
Florida. Al of Section 15, Township 3 North, Range 19
West, Walton County, Florida | ess and except. The
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poi nt of begi nning shall be the intersection of the
South line of the NE 1/4 of NW1/4 of Section 22 with
t he East boundary of Juni per Lake Road (66 feet w de),
a county road described, in Deed Book 201, Page 409

Publ i c Records of Walton County, Florida; thence run

East along said South line to the Sout heast Corner of
said NE 1/4 of NW1/4, thence run north 400 feet al ong
the East line of said NE 1/4 of NW1/4, thence run
Nort heasterly to the center point of the top of the

vertical outflow drainage structure (riser pipe) in

Bl ueberry Pond; thence run Northerly to the center

point of the term nation of the drai nage structure

outfl ow pipe into Magnholia Lake; thence continue on

t he sane bearing an additional 200 feet; thence run

Nort heasterly to the center point of the top of the

vertical outfl ow drainage structure (riser pipe) of

Magnol i a Lake; thence run Westerly to the center point

of the term nation of the drai nage structure outfl ow

pi pe from Pine Pond into Magnolia Lake, thence run

Sout hwesterly to the center point of the top of the

vertical outfl ow drai nage structure in Pine Pond;

t hence run Sout hwesterly to a point in Pind Pond

Descri bed, as follows; a point |ocated on a bearing

line running South 44 degrees 29'08"' East fromthe
Sout heast corner of NW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the SE 1/4
to SW1/4, Section 15, Township 3 North, Range 19
West, which is equidistant fromthe points on said

bearing line where it intersects the Northwest
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wat erl i ne and the Sout heast water |ine of Pine Pond;

t hence run Sout hwest on a neander |ine through Pine

Pond to the center point of Smith Creek where it

normal ly enters Pine Pond; thence run West to the

intersection with the East line to the Southeast
corner of said SW1/4 of the SE 1/4 of the SW1/4 of
Section 15, Township 3 North, Range 19 West; thence
run South along said East line to the Southeast corner
of said SW1/4 of SE 1/4 of SW1/4; thence run South
to the South Iine of the North 33 feet of the W1/2 of
the NW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4,
Section 22, Township 3 North, Range 19 West, thence

run East along said South |line to the East |ine of
said W1/2 of NW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of
the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4; thence run South al ong said
East line to the Southeast corner of said W1/2 of NW
1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4; thence
run West to the Northeast corner of the SW1/4 of the
NW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4 of
Section 22, Township 3 North, Range 19 West; thence
run South to the Sout heast corner of NW1/4 of the SW
1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4 of Section 22,
Township 3 North, Range 19 West; thence run West al ong
the South line of said NW1/4 of SW1/4 of NE 1/4 of
NW1l/4 to the point of intersection with the east

boundary of Juni per Lake Road; thence run South al ong

t he East boundary to the point of beginning. Al so, the

foll owi ng easenents for road and utility purposes;
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South 33 feet of SW1/4 of the SE 1/4 of SW1/4 of
Section 15, Township 3 North, Range 19 West. The South
33 feet of the SW1/4 of the NW1/4 of the NE 1/4 of
the NW1/4 Section 22, Township 3 North, Range 19
West. The North 33 feet of the NW1/4 of the SW1/4 of
the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4 of Section 22, Township 3
North, Range 19 West. The North 33 feet of the NW1/4
of the NE 1/4 of the NW1/4 of Section 22, Township 3
North, Range 19 West Walton County, Florida. Al so

|l ess all property lying East of a line running North

and South fromthe center of Juni per Lake Dam and not

in the Defuniak Springs City Limts. Al of Section
10, Township 3 North, Range 19 West Walton County,
Fl orida | ess and except all lying North of Juniper

Lake, and Sout heast corner of the section East of

Juni per Lake Dam

(2) The purpose of this act is to pronote the genera

health, welfare, and safety of the citizens and resi dents of

Wal ton County who reside within the geographical |limts of the

Liberty Fire District by providing for the financial support of
the Liberty Fire District of Walton County, a Florida not-for-
profit corporation, which currently provides the district with

fire protection services, facilities, and firefighting

equi prent; the establishnent and mai ntenance of fire stations

and fire substations; the acquisition and nai nt enance of al

firefighting and protection equi pment necessary for the

prevention of fires or fighting of fires; the enploynent and

training of such personnel as nmy be necessary to acconplish
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fire prevention and firefighting; the establishnent and

mai nt enance of energency services; the acquisition and

mai nt enance of rescue and ot her energency equi pnent; and the

enpl oynent and training of necessary enmergency personnel. The

district may provide enmergency nedi cal services. The district

shal |l have all other powers necessary to carry out these

pur poses. The district shall be a fire control district and

shal | have no responsibility for providing anbul ance or sinilar

energency services within the district's boundari es.

(3) Nothing herein shall prevent the district from

cooperating with the state or other |ocal governnments to render

such services to communities adjacent to the |and described in

this section as evidenced by a signed Aid Agreenent.

(4) The district charter may be anended only by speci al

act of the Legislature.

Section 3. Board of conmm ssioners. --
(1) Pursuant to chapter 191, Florida Statutes, the

busi ness and affairs of the district shall be governed and

adnm ni stered by a board of five comm ssioners, who shall be

qualified electoral residing within the district and shall be

el ected by the qualified electors residing within the district

at a special election, subject to the provisions of chapter 189

and 191, Florida Statues, and this act. Each comm ssi oner shal

hold office until his or her successor is elected and qualified

under the provisions of this act. The procedures for conducting

district elections and for qualification of candi dates and

el ectors shall be pursuant to chapters 189 and 191, Florida

Statutes, as they may be anended fromtine to tine.
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(2) The five nenbers of the initial board shall be el ected

by the qualified electors residing within the district. The

three el ected nenbers for seats 1, 3, and 5 in the initia

el ection under this act shall serve terns of 3 years each. The

remai ni ng two sel ected nenbers for seats 2 and 4 in the initial

el ection under this act shall serve terns of 2 years each

Subsequent el ections under this act shall coincide with the

general elections of this state. The nenbers of the board shal

serve on a nonpartisan basis for a termof 4 years each

(3) Vacancies in office shall be filled by special

election, said election to be held coincidental with the next

count ywi de general or special election. The board may appoint a

qualified elector of the district to act as conmi ssioner until

the vacancy is filled by election. A comm ssioner nust be a

qualified elector residing within the district. A commi ssioner

may be renoved fromoffice for any reason that a state or county

of ficer may be renoved.

(4) Al elections shall be noticed, called, and held

pursuant to the provisions of the general |aws of the state,

except as herein otherw se provided. The board shall, to the

extent possible, coordinate all elections with countyw de

general or special elections in order to mninize cost.

El ections shall be called through the adopti on of an appropriate

resolution of the district directed to the Board of County

Commi ssi oners of Walton County, the Supervisor of Elections of

Wal t on County, and ot her appropriate officers of the county. The

district shall reinburse county governnent for the actual cost

of district elections. No comm ssioner shall be a paid enpl oyee
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of the district while holding said position. This shall not

prevent vol unteers receiving rei nbursenent for expenses from

serving as commi ssi oners.

(5) The board may enpl oy such personnel as deened

necessary for the proper function and operation of a fire

district. The salaries of fire departnment and energency service

personnel , and any ot her wages, shall be determ ned by the

boar d.

Section 4. Oficers; board conpensation; bond. —-

(1) In accordance with chapter 191, Florida Statutes, each

el ected nenber of the board shall assune office 10 days

following the nenber's election. Annually, within 60 days after

el ecti on of new nenbers of said board, the nmenbers i medi ately

upon their election as herein provided, or within 10 days

thereafter and annually in Novenber, shall organize by el ecting

fromtheir nunber a chair, vice chair, secretary, and treasurer.

However, the sane nenber may be both secretary and treasurer, in

accordance with chapter 191, Florida Statutes, as amended from

tinmne to tine.

(2) The comm ssioners may receive rei nbursenent for actua

expenses incurred while performng the duties of their offices

in accordance with general | aw governing per diemfor public

officials. Conmi ssioners nay receive conpensation for their

services in accordance with chapter 191, Florida Statutes, as

anended fromtine to tine.

(3) Each comm ssioner, upon taking office and in

accordance with chapters 189 and 191, Florida Statutes, shal

execute to the Governor, for the benefit of the district, a bond
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of $5,000 with a qualified personal or corporate surety,

condi tioned upon the faithful perfornmance of the duties of the

comm ssioner's office and upon an accounting for all funds which

cone into his or her hands as comm ssi oner; however, the

treasurer shall furnish a bond of $10,000, which may be in lieu

of the $5,000 bond. The prem um for such bonds shall be paid

fromdistrict funds.

Section 5. Powers; duties; responsibilities.—

(1) The district shall have and the board nmay exercise by

majority vote all the powers and duties set forth in this act

and chapters 189, 191, and 197, Florida Statutes, as they may be

anended fromtine to tine, including, but not limted to,

speci al assessnents, other revenue-rai sing capabilities, budget

preparation and approval, liens and foreclosure of |liens, use of

tax deeds and tax certificates as appropriate from non-ad

val orem assessnents, contractual agreenents, and adoption of

ordi nances and resolutions that are necessary to conduct

district business if such ordi nhances do not conflict with any

ordi nance of a |ocal general purpose governnent w thin whose

jurisdiction the district is | ocated.

(2) The board shall continue to have the right, power, and

authority to |l evy annual ly special assessnent against the

taxable real estate within the district to provide funds for the

pur poses of the district, in an amount not to exceed the limt

provided in chapter 191, Florida Statues, as anended fromtine

to tine.

(3) The nethods for assessing and coll ecting speci al

assessnents, fees, or service charges shall be as set
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forth in this act and chapters 170, 189, 191, and 197, Florida

St atues, as anended fromtine to tine.

(4) The district shall |evy and col |l ect special

assessments in accordance with chapter 200, Florida Statutes, as

anended fromtine to tine.

(5) The district is authorized to | evy and enforce speci al

assessnents in accordance with chapters 170, 189, 191, and 197,

Florida Statutes, as amended fromtine to ti me.

(6) The district’s planning requirenents shall be as set
forth in this act and chapters 189 and 191, Florida

Statues, as anended fromtine to tine.

(7) Requirenents for financial disclosure, neeting

notices, reporting, public records naintenance, and per di em

expenses for officers and enpl oyees shall be as set forth in
this act and chapters 112, 119, 189, 191, and 286, Florida

Statutes, as anended fromtine to tine.

Section 6. |npact fees.--
(1) Pursuant to section 191.009(4), Florida Statutes, it
is hereby declared that the cost of new facilities upon fire

protection and energency servi ces shoul d be borne by new users

of the district's services to the extent new constructi on

requires new facilities, but only to that extent. It is the

| egislative intent of this section to transfer to the new users

of the district's fire protection and energency services a fair

share of the costs that new users inpose on the district for new

facilities. This shall only apply in the event that the general

pur pose | ocal governnent in which the district is |ocated has

not adopted an inpact fee for fire services which is distributed
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to the district for construction within its jurisdictional

boundari es.

(2) The inpact fees collected by the district pursuant to

this section shall be kept as a separate fund from ot her

revenues of the district and shall be used exclusively for the

acqui sition, purchase, or construction of newfacilities or

portions thereof required to provide fire protection and

energency services to new construction. "New facilities" nmeans

| and, buil dings, and capital equipnent, including, but not

limted to, fire and energency vehicles and radio tel enetry

equi pnrent. The fees shall not be used for the acquisition,

purchase, or construction of facilities which nust be obtained

in any event, regardless of growh within the district. The

board of fire conm ssioners shall maintain adequate records to

ensure that inpact fees are expended only for perm ssible new

facilities.

Section 7. Special assessnents. --

(1) The board shall have the right, power, and authority

to |l evy special assessnents against the taxable real estate

within the district to provide funds for the purpose of the

district.
(2)(a) The rate of the special assessnent for a residence

will be $25 annually.

(b) The rate of the special assessnent for a business wl|

be $82 annually.

(c) Any increase to the special assessnent nust be

approved by a npjority of the electors within the Liberty Fire
District.
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(3) It isthe legislative intent that this act shal

aut hori ze the Walton County Property Appraiser and the Walton

County Tax Collector to take all appropriate action to conply

wth the intent of the purpose of this act.

(4) It is also the legislative intent that the board of

conm ssioners shall be a vehicle to provide funding to

acconplish the purpose set out in this act.

Section 8. Property appraiser.--
(1) The Walton County Property Appraiser shall furnish the

comm ssioners a tax roll covering all taxable properties within

the district on or before July 1 of each year

(2) The Walton County Property Appraiser shall include in

the Walton County tax roll the assessnents nmde by the board,

and the sane shall be collected in the manner as provided for by

this act and paid over by the Walton County Tax Collector to the

boar d.
(3) The Walton County Property Appraiser shall be

rei nbursed for assessing such special assessnents in the nmanner

and anmount aut horized by general |aw, and the Walton County Tax

Col l ector shall receive a comr ssion or fee of 3 percent for

coll ection of such special assessnents.

Section 9. Special assessnent as a lien.--

(1) The special assessnment |evied and assessed by the

district shall be a lien upon the property so assessed al ong

with the county taxes assessed agai nst such property until said

assessnents and taxes have been paid, and if the special

assessnent levied by the district becones delinquent, such

speci al assessnent shall be considered a part of the county tax
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subj ect to the sane penalties, charges, fees, and renedi es for

enforcenent and col |l ecti on of such taxes.

Section 10. Deposit of special assessnents; fees;

authority to disburse funds. --

(1) The proceeds of the assessnents and funds of the

district shall be deposited in qualified public depositories, in

accordance with chapters 191 and 280, Florida Statutes, as they

may be amended fromtine to tine, in the nane of the district in

a bank authorized to receive deposits of district funds. The

bank shall be designated by a resolution of the board.

(2) Al warrants for the paynent of |abor, equipnent, and

ot her expenses of the board, and in carrying into effect this

act and the purpose thereof, shall be payable by the treasurer

of the board on accounts and vouchers approved and aut hori zed by

the board. No funds of the district shall be paid out or

di sbursed except by check signed by the treasurer of the board

and either the chair or vice chair of the board.

Section 11. Authority to borrow noney.—-

(1) The board of comm ssioners shall have the power and

authority to borrow noney or issue other evidences of

i ndebt edness for the purpose of the district in accordance with

chapters 189 and 191, Florida Statutes, as anended fromtine to

tine; provided, however, that the total paynments in any one

year, including principal and interest, on any indebtedness

incurred by the district shall not exceed 50 percent of the

total esti mated

annual budgeted revenues of the district.
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(2) The board of comm ssioners, board of directors as a

body, or any of the nenbers of either board as individual s shal

not be personally or individually liable for the repaynent of

such | oan. Such repaynment shall be nade out of the special

assessnment receipts of the district, except as provided in this

subsecti on. The conm ssi oners shall not create any i ndebtedness

or incur obligations for any sumor anpunt which they are unabl e

to repay out of district funds available to themat that tine,

except as otherwi se provided in this act; provided, however,

that the conm ssioners nay nake purchases of equi pnent on an

install nent basis as necessary if funds are avail able for the

paynent of the current year's installnment on such equi pnent plus

the anpbunt due in that year of any of the installnents and the

repaynent of any bank | oan or ot her existing indebtedness, which

may be due that year.
Section 12. Use of district funds. -—
(1) No funds of the district shall be used for any

purposes other than the adm nistration of the affairs and

busi ness of the district; the construction, care, maintenance,

upkeep operation, and purchase of firefighting and rescue

equi pmrent or a fire station; the paynent of public utilities;

and the paynent of salaries of district personnel as the board

may fromtine to tine determne to be necessary for the

operations and effectiveness
of the district.

Section 13. Record of board neetings; authority to adopt

rules and regul ati ons; annual reports; budget.--
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(1) A record shall be kept of all neetings of the board,

and in such neetings concurrence of a npjority of the

conmmi ssioners present shall be necessary to any affirmative

action by the board.

(2) The board shall have the authority to adopt and anend

policies and regulations for the adm nistration of the affairs

of the district under the terns of this act and chapters 189 and
191, Florida Statues, which shall include, but not be limted
to, the authority to adopt the necessary rules and requl ati ons

for the adm nistration and supervi sion of the property and

personnel of the district; for the prevention of fires, fire

control, fire hydrant placenent, and flow testing in accordance

with current NFPA rules; and for rescue work within the

district. Said conm ssioners shall have all the | awful power and

the authority necessary to carry out the purposes of said fire

district; to purchase all necessary real and personal property;

to purchase and carry standard i nsurance policies on all such

equi pnent; to enpl oy such personnel as may be necessary to carry

out the purpose of said fire district; to provi de adequate

i nsurance for said enpl oyees; to purchase and carry appropriate

i nsurance for the protection of all firefighters and personnel

as well as all equi pnent and personal property on |oan to the

district; to sell surplus real and personal property in the sane

manner and subject to the sane restrictions as provided for such

sales by counties; to enter into contracts with qualified

service providers, the Liberty Fire District of Walton County,

other fire departnents, nunicipalities, and state and federa

governnental units for the purpose of obtaining financial aid,
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and for otherwi se carrying out the purposes of the district. The

conmm ssi oners shall adopt a fiscal year for said fire district,
whi ch shall be COctober 1 to Septenber 30.
(3) Any policies, rules, and requl ati ons pronul gated and

made by the board shall have the force and effect of |aw after

copi es thereof, signed by the secretary and chair or vice chair,

shal |l have been posted in three public places within the

district in conspicuous |ocations and advertised by title once a

week for 2 consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general paid

circulation in the district.

(4) The board shall, on or before Novenber 1, make an

annual report of its actions and accounting of its funds as of

Septenber of that year, and shall file said report in the office
of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Walton County, whose duty

it shall be to receive and file said report and hold and keep

the sane as a public record.

(5) For the purposes of carrying into effect this act, the

board shall annually prepare, consider, and adopt a district

budget pursuant to the applicable requirenents of chapters 189

and 191, Florida Statutes, as they may be anended fromtine to

time. The board shall, at the sane tine as it makes its annual

report, file its estinmated budget for the fiscal year beginning

Cct ober 1, which budget shall show the estimated revenue to be

received by the district and the esti mated expenditures to be

incurred by the district in carrying out its operations.

Section 14. Authority to enact fire prevention ordi nances;

appoint fire chief; acquire |land; enter contracts; establish
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sal ari es; general and special powers; authority to provide

energency nedi cal and rescue services. --

(1) The board of comm ssioners shall have the right and

power to enact fire prevention ordinances in the same nanner

provi ded for the adoption of policies and regulations in

subsection (2) of section 13, and when the provisions of such

fire prevention ordinances are determ ned by the board to be

violated, the office of the state attorney, upon witten notice

of such violation issued by the board, is authorized to

prosecute such person or persons held to be in violation

t hereof. Any person found guilty of a violation nmay be puni shed

as provided in chapter 775, Florida Statutes, as a m sdeneanor

of the second degree. The cost of such prosecution shall be paid

out of the district funds, unless otherw se provided by | aw.

(2) The board shall have the power to appoint a fire

chief, who shall be a person experienced in all types of

firefighting and fire prevention and who shall work with and

cooperate with the Florida State Fire Marshal in which the

district is situated in the prevention of fires of all types.

The district fire chief shall be authorized to enter, at al

reasonabl e hours, any building or prem ses for the purpose of

maki ng any inspection or investigation which the State Fire

Marshal is authorized to nake pursuant to state | aw and

regul ati on. The owner, | essee, manager, or operator of any

buil ding or prem ses shall permt the district fire chief to

enter and inspect the building or prem ses at all reasonabl e

hours. The district fire chief shall report any violations of
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state fire safety laws or regulations to the appropriate

officials.

(3) The board shall have the power to acquire, by gift or

purchase, |ands or rights in |ands, and any other property, rea

and personal, tangi ble or intangible, necessary, desirable, or

convenient for carrying out the purposes of the district, and to

pay any and all costs of sane out of the funds of the district,

provided that prior to the acquisition of the |location of a fire

station site, an appropriate investigation shall be conducted

whi ch shall include, but not limted to, obtaining the staff

recomrendati on of the Walton County Pl anni ng Depart nent.

(4 The board shall have the power to enter into contracts

or to otherwise join with the Liberty Fire District of Walton

County, or to otherwse join with any other district, city, or

town, the United States of Anmerica, or any agency or authority

t hereunder, for the purpose of expandi ng services, providing

effective aid, and acconplishing and carrying out the purposes

for which the district was created and for the further purpose

of specifically obtaining financial aid, assistance, or subsidy.

(5) The salaries of fire departnment personnel and any

ot her wages shall be determ ned by the board.

(6) The district is authorized to establish and naintain

energency nedi cal and rescue response servi ces and acquire and

mai ntain rescue, nedical, and ot her enmergency equi pnent, subject

to the provisions of chapter 401, Florida Statutes.

Section 15. Annexations.--1f any nmunicipality or other

fire control district annexes any land included in the district,

Page 25 of 28
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

%r ENROLLED
HB 1685, Engrossed 1 2003 Legislature

such annexation shall follow the procedures set forth in section

171.093, Florida Statutes, as anmended fromtime to tine.

Section 16. Dissolution.--The district shall exist until

dissolved in the sane nanner as it was created. |If the Liberty

Fire District of Walton County is dissolved or ceases to exi st

for any reason, or if the board determ nes that the Liberty Fire

District of Walton County is unable to carry out its objectives

as stated or the objectives of the district as stated in

subsection (2) of section 2, or the district's published

policies, the board shall in its discretion make arrangenents

for other neans of providing fire protection and rescue

servi ces.

Section 17. Immunity fromtort liability.-—

(1) The district and its officers, agents, and enpl oyees

shall have the sane imunity fromtort liability as other

agenci es and subdi visions of the state. The provi sions of

chapter 768, Florida Statutes, as fromtine to tinme anended,

shall apply to all clains asserted against the district.

(2) The district commssioners and all officers, agents,

and enpl oyees of the district shall have the sane i munity and

exenption frompersonal liability as is provided by general |aw

of the state for state, county, and nunicipal officers.

(3) The district shall defend all clains against the

conm ssioners, officers, agents, and enpl oyees which arise

within the scope of enpl oynent or purposes of the district and

shall pay all judgnents agai nst said persons, except where said

persons acted in bad faith or with malicious purpose or in a
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manner exhi biting wanton and willful disregard of human rights,

safety, or property.

Section 18. District expansion. -—

(1) The district boundaries may be extended fromtine to

time as foll ows:

(a) Land contiguous to the boundaries of the district in

uni ncor porated Walton County nay be included in the district

when petition for inclusion signed and sworn to by a majority of

the owners of the real property within the tract or tracts to be

included in the district has been presented to the board of

conm ssi oners and the proposal has been approved by the

affirmati ve vote of no fewer than three nenbers of the board of

conmmi ssioners at a regul ar neeting.

(b) The petition nmust contain the | egal description of the

property sought to be added to the district and the nanes and

addresses of the owners of the property.

(2) If a proposal to add an area to the district as

defined in subsection (1) is approved by the affirnative vote of

no fewer than three nenbers of the board of comm ssioners at a

regul ar neeting, the board of conm ssioners shall thereafter

adopt a resolution describing the |ands to be included within

the district and shall cause such resolution to be duly enrolled

in the record of the neeting and a certified copy of the

resolution to be recorded in the Ofice of the Cerk of the
Circuit Court of Walton County.
(3) Upon adoption of the resolution by the board, the

district shall, pursuant to chapter 191, Florida Statutes,

request that its |legislative del egati on approve said addition
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and sponsor |egislation anending the district boundary. Upon

approval by the |legislature, the boundary shall be anended.

(4) Lands within nmunicipal boundaries of cities contiguous

to district boundaries nay be included in the district upon

request by the governing board of the nunicipality, approval of

said request by affirmative vote of no fewer that three nenbers

of the district board, and referendum approval of inclusion by

the electors of the nunicipality. The referendum shall be

conducted by the nunicipality at the next avail abl e special or

general el ection.

Section 19. Construction.--This act shall be construed as

remedi al and shall be liberally construed to pronote the purpose
for which it is intended.
Section 20. Effect.--1n the event that any part of this

act should be held void for any reason, such hol ding shall not

affect any ot her part thereof.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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