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1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to optonetry; anending ss.
3 463. 002, 463.005, 463. 0055, 463.0057, 463.006,
4 and 463.014, F.S.; providing that the
5 adm ni stration and prescription of
6 phar naceutical agents is not restricted to
7 topi cal ocul ar pharnmaceutical agents; providing
8 an effective date.
9
10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
11
12 Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) and
13 | subsections (4) and (5) of section 463.002, Florida Statutes,
14 | are anmended to read:
15 463.002 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, the
16 | term
17 (3)
18 (b) A licensed practitioner who is not a certified
19 | optonetrist shall be required to display at her or his place
20| of practice a sign which states, "I ama Licensed
21| Practitioner, not a Certified Optonetrist, and | am not able
22 | to prescribe topteal—eeutar pharmaceutical agents.”
23 (4) "Certified optonetrist" neans a |icensed
24 | practitioner authorized by the board to admi nister and
25 | prescri be toeptreat—oeutar pharnaceutical agents pursuant to s.
26 | 463. 0055.
27 (5) "Optonetry" neans the diagnosis of conditions of
28 | the human eye and its appendages; the enpl oynent of any
29 | obj ective or subjective neans or nethods, including the
30 | adnmini stration of tepreat—oeutar pharnaceutical agents
31| pursuant to s. 463.0055, for the purpose of determning the
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1| refractive powers of the human eyes, or any visual, nuscul ar
2 | neurol ogical, or anatonic anonalies of the human eyes and

3| their appendages; and the prescribing and enpl oynent of

4| |l enses, prisns, franmes, nountings, contact |enses, orthoptic
5| exercises, light frequencies, and any other neans or nethods,
6 | i ncl udi ng tepieal—ecutar pharnaceutical agents pursuant to s.
7 | 463. 0055, for the correction, renmedy, or relief of any

8 | insufficiencies or abnormal conditions of the human eyes and
9 | their appendages.

10 Section 2. Paragraph (g) of subsection (1) of section
11| 463. 005, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

12 463. 005 Authority of the board. --

13 (1) The Board of Optonetry has authority to adopt

14 | rul es pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to inplenent the
15| provisions of this chapter conferring duties upon it. Such

16 | rules shall include, but not be linmted to, rules relating to:
17 (g) Administration and prescription of topreat—oecular
18 | pharnaceutical agents.

19 Section 3. Section 463.0055, Florida Statutes, is
20 | anended to read:
21 463. 0055 Adnministration and prescription of topieat
22 | ecutar pharmaceutical agents; comittee. --
23 (1) Certified optonetrists may admni ni ster and
24 | prescribe topreat—oeutar pharnaceutical agents as provided in
25| this section for the diagnosis and treatnent of ocul ar
26 | conditions of the human eye and its appendages without the use
27 | of surgery or other invasive techni ques. However, a |licensed
28 | practitioner who is not certified may use topically applied
29 | anesthetics solely for the purpose of glaucoma exani nations,
30| but is otherwi se prohibited fromadninistering or prescribing
31 | topieat—ocutar pharnmaceuti cal agents.
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(2)(a) There is hereby created a comittee conposed of
two optonetrists |licensed pursuant to this chapter, appointed
by the Board of Optonetry, two board-certified
opht hal nol ogi sts |icensed pursuant to chapter 458 or chapter
459, appoi nted by the Board of Medicine, and one additiona
person with a doctorate degree in pharnmacol ogy who is not
|icensed pursuant to chapter 458, chapter 459, or this
chapter, appointed by the secretary. The conmittee shal
review requests for additions to, deletions from or
nodi fications of a formulary of tepteal—ecutar pharnaceutica
agents for admnistration and prescription by certified
optonetrists and shall provide to the board advi sory opinions
and recommendati ons on such requests. The fornul ary shal
consi st of those tepteal—ecutar pharmaceutical agents which
the certified optonetrist is qualified to use in the practice
of optonetry. The board shall establish, add to, delete from
or nodify the forrmulary by rule. Wen the board has approved a

phar naceuti cal agent for topical admi nistration, the board may

al so approve administration of that agent by neans other than

i njection, provided that the board nay not approve steroids or

antifungal agents for oral administration. Notw thstandi ng any

provi sion of chapter 120 to the contrary, the formulary rule
shal | becone effective 60 days fromthe date it is filed with
the Secretary of State.

(b) The fornulary may be added to, deleted from or
nodi fi ed according to the procedure described in paragraph
(a). Any person who requests an addition, deletion, or
nodi fication of an authorized tepteal—ecutar pharnaceutica
agent shall have the burden of proof to show cause why such
addi tion, deletion, or nodification should be nade.
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1 (c) The secretary of the departnent shall have

2| standing to challenge any rule or proposed rule of the board
3| pursuant to s. 120.56. In addition to challenges for any

4] invalid exercise of delegated legislative authority, the

5] adm nistrative | aw judge, upon such a challenge by the

6 | secretary, may declare all or part of a rule or proposed rule
7| invalidif it:

8 1. Does not protect the public fromany significant

9 | and di scerni bl e harm or dammges;

10 2. Unreasonably restricts conpetition or the

11| availability of professional services in the state or in a

12 | significant part of the state; or

13 3. Unnecessarily increases the cost of professiona

14 | services without a correspondi ng or equival ent public benefit.
15

16 | However, there shall not be created a presunption of the

17 | existence of any of the conditions cited in this subsection in
18 | the event that the rule or proposed rule is chall enged.

19 (d) Upon adoption of the fornulary required by this
20 | section, and upon each addition, deletion, or nodification to
21| the fornmulary, the board shall mail a copy of the anended

22 | formulary to each certified optonetrist and to each pharnmacy
23| licensed by the state.

24 (3) Acertified optonetrist shall be issued a

25 | prescriber nunber by the board. Any prescription witten by a
26 | certified optonetrist for a tepireal—ecutar pharnaceutica

27 | agent pursuant to this section shall have the prescriber

28 | nunber printed thereon

29 Section 4. Subsection (3) of section 463.0057, Florida
30| Statutes, is anended to read:

31 463. 0057 Optonetric faculty certificate.--
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1 (3) The holder of a faculty certificate nmay engage in
2| the practice of optonetry as permtted by this section, but

3 | may not admi nister or prescribe topireat—ecutar pharnaceutica
4 | agents unless the certificatehol der has satisfied the

5| requirenents of s. 463.006(1)(b)4. and 5.

6 Section 5. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 463. 006,
7| Florida Statutes, are anended to read

8 463.006 Licensure and certification by examination.--
9 (2) The exanination shall consist of the appropriate
10 | subjects, including applicable state | aws and rul es and

11 | general and ocul ar pharnacol ogy with enphasis on the toepteat
12 | application and side effects of ocul ar pharnmaceutical agents.
13 | The board may by rule substitute a national exam nation as

14 | part or all of the exam nation and nay by rule offer a

15| practical exanmination in addition to the witten exanination
16 (3) Each applicant who successfully passes the

17 | exami nation and otherwi se neets the requirenents of this

18 | chapter is entitled to be licensed as a practitioner and to be
19 | certified to admi ni ster and prescri be topiecat—octutar

20 | pharmaceuti cal agents pursuant to s. 463.0055 in the diagnosis
21| and treatnent of ocular conditions.

22 Section 6. Subsection (3) of section 463.014, Florida
23| Statutes, is anended to read:

24 463.014 Certain acts prohibited.--

25 (3) Prescribing, ordering, dispensing, administering
26 | supplying, selling, or giving any unaut horized pharnaceutica
27 | agent systemre—drugs—byatHecensed—practitioner i s prohibited.
28 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
29 | | aw.

30

31
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