F L OR

O

N o o~ wWwN

(o]

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

I D A H O U S E O F R E P RESENTAT I

2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to elections; anending s. 97.021, F. S.;
providing a definition of "early voting"; anending s.
101.5612, F.S.; providing for testing of the automatic
tabul ati ng equi pnent prior to the comencenent of early
voting; anmending s. 101.5613, F.S.; providing for the

exam nation of the voting device and ballot information
during early voting; anmending s. 101.64, F.S.; elimnating
the witness on absentee ballots; revising the Voter’s
Certificate; anending ss. 101.6103, 101.65, and 101. 68,
F.S., to conform amending s. 101.657, F.S.; revising
provisions relating to voting an absentee ballot in person
to provide for early voting; requiring the Departnent of
State to establish by rule m ninum standards for operation
of early voting | ocations; anending ss. 101.62 and

102. 141, F.S., to conform anending s. 102.014, F. S.;
requiring the Departnent of State to establish by rule

m ni mum st andards for poll workers; encouragi ng county
governnents to reassign county enpl oyees as poll workers;
requiring the supervisors of elections to work to recruit
hi gh school and col | ege students as poll workers;
requiring the Departnent of State to devel op a statew de
programto recruit poll workers; amending s. 125.01, F. S
conform ng a cross reference; repealing s. 20, ch. 2002-
281, Laws of Florida, relating to a future anendnent of s.
125.01, F.S., to conform anending ss. 99.061 and 105. 031,
F.S.; providing for earlier qualifying for nom nation or
election to public office; anmending ss. 99.095, 99.0955,
and 99.096, F.S.; providing for earlier filing of the oath

to qualify by the alternative nethod; anending ss. 100.061
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and 100.091, F.S.; providing for earlier primary
el ections; anmending s. 106.07, F.S.; providing for
addi tional canpaign finance reporting periods; providing

an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (8) through (39) of section 97.021,
Florida Statutes, are renunbered as subsections (9) through
(40), respectively, and a new subsection (8) is added to said
section, to read:

97.021 Definitions.--For the purposes of this code, except
where the context clearly indicates otherwi se, the term

(8) "Early voting" neans casting a ballot prior to

el ection day at a | ocation designated by t he supervi sor of

el ections and depositing the voted ballot in the tabul ation

syst em
Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 101.5612, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:

101.5612 Testing of tabul ating equi pnent. - -

(2) On any day not nore than 10 days prior to the
commencenent of early voting as provided in s. 101. 657 election

day, the supervisor of elections shall have the automatic

tabul ati ng equi prent publicly tested to ascertain that the

equi pment will correctly count the votes cast for all offices
and on all neasures. Public notice of the tine and place of the
test shall be given at |east 48 hours prior thereto by
publication once in one or nore newspapers of genera
circulation in the county or, if there is no newspaper of

general circulation in the county, by posting such notice in at
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| east four conspicuous places in the county. The supervisor or

the muni cipal elections official may, at the tinme of qualifying,
give witten notice of the tinme and |ocation of such public
preel ection test to each candidate qualifying with that office
and obtain a signed receipt that such notice has been given. The
Departnent of State shall give witten notice to each statew de
candidate at the time of qualifying, or inmediately at the end
of qualifying, that the voting equi pnrent will be tested and

advi se each such candidate to contact the county supervisor of
elections as to the tine and | ocation of the public preelection
test. The supervisor or the municipal elections official shall,
at least 15 days prior to the comencenent of early voting as
provided in s. 101.657 an—eleetion, send witten notice by

certified miil to the county party chair of each political party

and to all candidates for other than statew de office whose
names appear on the ballot in the county and who did not receive
written notification fromthe supervisor or nunicipal elections
official at the time of qualifying, stating the tine and

| ocation of the public preelection test of the automatic

t abul ati ng equi pnent. The canvassi ng board shall convene, and
each nmenber of the canvassing board shall certify to the
accuracy of the test. For the test, the canvassing board may
desi gnate one nmenber to represent it. The test shall be open to
representatives of the political parties, the press, and the
public. Each political party may designate one person with
expertise in the conputer field who shall be allowed in the
central counting roomwhen all tests are being conducted and
when the official votes are being counted. Such desi gnee shal

not interfere with the nornmal operation of the canvassi ng board.
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Section 3. Section 101.5613, Florida Statutes, is anended

to read:
101. 5613 Exam nation of equi pnent during voting.--A nenber

of the election board or, for the purposes of early voting

pursuant to s. 101.657, a representative of the supervisor of

el ections shall occasionally exam ne the face of the voting
device and the ballot information to determ ne that the device
and the ballot information have not been damaged or tanpered
with.

Section 4. Subsection (3) of section 101.6103, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 6103 WMuail ballot election procedure.--

(3) The return mailing envel ope shall contain a statenent

in substantially the following form

VOTER S CERTI FI CATE

l, ... (Print Nane) ..., do solemly swear (or affirm
that | ama qualified voter in this election and that | have not
and will not vote nore than one ballot in this election.

| understand that failure to sign this certificate and give
my residence address wll invalidate ny ballot. | also

understand that ny signature will be verified against the

signature on ny voter registration record and that if ny

signatures do not match, ny ballot will not count.

(Si gnature)

(Resi dence Address)

Section 5. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section

101.62, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
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101. 62 Request for absentee ballots. --

(4)

(b) As soon as the renmi nder of the absentee ballots are
printed, the supervisor shall provide an absentee ballot to each
el ector by whom a request for that ball ot has been nmade by one
of the follow ng neans:

1. By nonforwardable, return-if-undeliverable mail to the
el ector's current mailing address on file with the supervisor,
unl ess the el ector specifies in the request that:

a. The elector is absent fromthe county and does not plan
to return before the day of the el ection;

b. The elector is tenporarily unable to occupy the
resi dence because of hurricane, tornado, flood, fire, or other
energency or natural disaster; or

c. The elector is in a hospital, assisted-living facility,
nursing honme, short-term nedical or rehabilitation facility, or

correctional facility,

in which case the supervisor shall mail the ballot by
nonf orwar dabl e, return-if-undeliverable mail to any other
address the elector specifies in the request.

2. By forwardable mail to voters who are entitled to vote
by absentee ball ot under the Unifornmed and Overseas Citizens
Vot i ng Act.

3. By personal delivery to the el ector, upon presentation

of a Florida driver’'s license, a Florida identification card

i ssued under s. 322.051, or another formof picture

identification approved by the Departnent of State the
L d T . . L . . .
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4. By delivery to a designee on election day or up to 4

days prior to the day of an election. Any elector nmay designate
in witing a person to pick up the ballot for the el ector;
however, the person designated may not pick up nore than two
absentee ballots per election, other than the designee's own
bal | ot, except that additional ballots may be picked up for
menbers of the designee's immediate famly. For purposes of this
section, "imedi ate fam ly" neans the desi gnee's spouse or the
parent, child, grandparent, or sibling of the designee or of the
desi gnee's spouse. The designee shall provide to the supervisor
the witten authorization by the elector and a picture
identification of the designee and nust conplete an affidavit.
The designee shall state in the affidavit that the designee is
aut hori zed by the elector to pick up that ballot and shal
indicate if the elector is a nenber of the designee's innmediate
famly and, if so, the relationship. The departnent shal
prescribe the formof the affidavit. If the supervisor is
satisfied that the designee is authorized to pick up the ball ot
and that the signature of the elector on the witten
aut hori zati on matches the signature of the elector on file, the
supervi sor shall give the ballot to that designee for delivery
to the el ector.

Section 6. Section 101.64, Florida Statutes, is anended to
read:

101. 64 Delivery of absentee ballots; envel opes; form--

(1) The supervisor shall enclose with each absentee ball ot
two envel opes: a secrecy envel ope, into which the absent el ector
shall enclose his or her marked ballot; and a mailing envel ope,
into which the absent elector shall then place the secrecy

envel ope, which shall be addressed to the supervisor and al so
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bear on the back side a certificate in substantially the

follow ng form

Not e: Pl ease Read Instructions Carefully Before

Mar ki ng Bal |l ot and Conpleting Voter's Certificate.

VOTER S CERTI FI CATE
I, _, do solemmly swear or affirmthat I ama qualified
and registered voter of __ County, Florida, and that | have
not and wll not vote nore than one ballot in this election.
understand that if I commt or attenpt to commit any fraud in
connection with voting, vote a fraudulent ballot, or vote nore
than once in an election, | can be convicted of a felony of the

third degree and fined up to $5,000 and/or inprisoned for up to

5 years. | alse understand that failure to sign this certificate
anrd—have—m—si-ghature—property—w-tnessed will invalidate ny
ballot. | al so understand that ny signature will be verified

agai nst the signature on ny voter registration record and that if

V E S

my signatures do not match, ny ballot will not count.

(Date) ...... (Voter's Signature)

- Sighature of Winess)———
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—{Address)y———
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(2) The certificate shall be arranged on the back of the

mai | i ng envel ope so that the |line Hnes for the signature
stghratures of the absent elector is anrdthe-attesting—w-tness

are—across the seal of the envel ope; however, no statenent shal
appear on the envel ope which indicates that a signature of the
vot er er—w-tness nust cross the seal of the envel ope. The absent
el ect or and-theattesting—w-tness shall execute the certificate
on the envel ope.

Section 7. Section 101.65, Florida Statutes, is anended to
read:

101.65 Instructions to absent el ectors. --The supervi sor
shall enclose with each absentee ball ot separate printed

instructions in substantially the followi ng form

READ THESE | NSTRUCTI ONS CAREFULLY BEFORE MARKI NG BALLOT.

1. VERY | MPORTANT. In order to ensure that your absentee
ballot will be counted, it should be conpleted and returned as
soon as possible so that it can reach the supervisor of
el ections of the county in which your precinct is |ocated no
|ater than 7 p.m on the day of the election.

2. Mark your ballot in secret as instructed on the ballot.
You nust mark your own ballot unless you are unable to do so
because of blindness, disability, or inability to read or wite.

3. Place your marked ballot in the enclosed secrecy
envel ope.

4. Insert the secrecy envelope into the enclosed nailing

envel ope which is addressed to the supervisor.
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5. Seal the nmailing envel ope and conpletely fill out the

Voter's Certificate on the back of the mailing envel ope.
6. VERY | MPORTANT. In order for your absentee ballot to be
counted, you rnust sign your nane on the |ine above (Voter's

Signature). Your signature on the Voter's Certificate will be

verified against the signature on your voter registration record.

V E S

|f the signatures do not natch, your ballot will not count.

7. VERY | MPORTANT. If you are an overseas voter, you nust

i nclude the date you signed the Voter's Certificate on the line

above (Date) or your ballot may not be counted.

8.9— Mil, deliver, or have delivered the conpleted
mai | i ng envel ope. Be sure there is sufficient postage if nail ed.

9. 10—~ FELONY NOTICE. It is a felony under Florida law to
accept any gift, paynent, or gratuity in exchange for your vote
for a candidate. It is also a felony under Florida law to vote
in an election using a false identity or fal se address, or under
any ot her circunstances naki ng your ballot fal se or fraudul ent.

Section 8. Section 101.657, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:

101. 657 Early voting absenteeballoetsinperson. --
1 Lifiod I : L ol el I
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the Departnent—of State—tf the elector fails to furnish-the
. Lid L on, VIS . . loul
he id . C | 4 . ol I
procedure prescribedin-s—101-49-
(1) 2y As—an-alternativetothe provisions—of—ss—101-64
ahd—101--65,- The supervisor of elections shall may allow an
elector to vote early cast—an—absenteeballet in the main or

branch office of the supervisor by depositing the voted ball ot

in a voting device used by the supervisor to collect or tabul ate
bal l ots. The results or tabul ation may not be nmade before the
cl ose of the polls on election day.

(a) The elector nust provide picture identification and
must conplete an Early Voting Hr-Ofiece Voter Certificate in

substantially the foll ow ng form

EARLY VOII NG HN-OFH-CE VOTER CERTI FI CATE

I, , ama qualified elector in this election and regi stered

voter of County, Florida. | do solemmly swear or affirm
that | amthe person so listed on the voter registration rolls
of County and that | reside at the |listed address. |
understand that if | commt or attenpt to conmt fraud in
connection with voting, vote a fraudulent ballot, or vote nore
than once in an election | could be convicted of a felony of the
third degree and both fined up to $5,000 and inprisoned for up
to 5 years. | understand that ny failure to sign this

certificate and-havemr—sighaturew-tnessed invalidates ny
bal | ot .
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(Voter's Signature)

( Addr ess)

(Ctyl/ State)

A Name—of W itness) ————

- Sighature of Winess)————

(Type of identification provided)

(b) Any elector may chall enge an el ector seeking to vote

earl y east—an—absenteeballot under the provisions of s.
101.111. Any chal |l enged voter ballet nust vote beplacedin a

provi si onal regular—absentee bal | ot envelope. The canvassi ng

board shall review the ballot and decide the validity of the

ball ot by mpjority vote.

(c) The canvass of returns for ballots cast under this
subsection shall be substantially the sanme as votes cast by
el ectors in precincts, as provided in s. 101.5614.

(2) The Departnent of State shall adopt a rule establishing

V E S

m ni rum st andards for the operation of early voting | ocations.

The rule shall include, but not be linmted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) Days and hours of operation.

(b) Security of voted ballots.

(c) Transmttal of returns or ballots and el ection

materials to the canvassi ng board.

Section 9. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section

101.68, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
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101. 68 Canvassi ng of absentee ballot.--
(2)
(c)l. The canvassing board shall, if the supervisor has
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not al ready done so, conpare the signature of the elector on the
voter's certificate wwth the signature of the elector in the
regi stration books to see that the elector is duly registered in
the county and to determne the legality of that absentee

ball ot. An absentee ballot shall be considered illegal if it

does not include the signature of the elector, as shown by the

regi stration records—and-the—signhrature—andaddress—of—an

attesting—w-tness. However, an absentee ballot shall not be
considered illegal if the signature of the el ector er—attesting

wi-tness does not cross the seal of the mailing envelope. If the

canvassi ng board determ nes that any ballot is illegal, a nenber
of the board shall, w thout opening the envel ope, mark across
the face of the envelope: "rejected as illegal." The envel ope

and the ballot contained therein shall be preserved in the
manner that official ballots voted are preserved.

2. |If any elector or candidate present believes that an
absentee ballot is illegal due to a defect apparent on the
voter's certificate, he or she may, at any time before the
ballot is renoved fromthe envelope, file with the canvassing
board a protest agai nst the canvass of that ballot, specifying
the precinct, the ballot, and the reason he or she believes the
ballot to be illegal. A challenge based upon a defect in the
voter's certificate may not be accepted after the ballot has
been renoved fromthe mailing envel ope.

Section 10. Section 102.014, Florida Statutes, is anmended
to read:

102. 014 Poll worker recruitnment and training.--
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(1) The supervisor of elections shall conduct training for

i nspectors, clerks, and deputy sheriffs prior to each primary,
general, and special election for the purpose of instructing
such persons in their duties and responsibilities as el ection
officials. Acertificate may be issued by the supervisor of

el ections to each person conpleting such training. No person

shall serve as an inspector, clerk, or deputy sheriff for an

el ection unl ess such person has conpleted the training as

(2) The Departnent of State shall, by rule, establish
m ni nrum st andards that each potential poll worker must neet prior

V E S

to being allowed to work at the polls. Such rules shall, at a

m nimum require each poll worker to denpbnstrate that he or she

has a working know edge of the |aws and procedures for the

position that he or she is to performat the polls on el ection
day.
(3)2)> A person who has attended previous training

conducted within 2 years before the election may be appoi nted by

t he supervisor to fill a vacancy on election day. If no person
with prior training is available to fill such vacancy, the
supervisor of elections may fill such vacancy in accordance with

t he provisions of subsection (4) 3 from anong persons who have
not received the training required by this section.

(4)3)> In the case of absence or refusal to act on the
part of any inspector or clerk at any precinct on the day of an

el ection, the supervisor shall appoint a replacenent who neets
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the qualifications prescribed in s. 102.012(2). The inspector or

clerk so appointed shall be a nenber of the sane political party
as the clerk or inspector whom he or she repl aces.

(5)4)> Each supervisor of elections shall be responsible
for training inspectors and clerks, subject to the foll ow ng
m ni mum requi renent s:

(a) No clerk shall be entitled to work at the polls unless
he or she has had a m nimumof 3 hours of training prior to each
el ecti on.

(b) No inspector shall work at the polls unless he or she
has had a m ninum of 2 hours of training prior to each el ection.
(c) For the purposes of this subsection, the first and

second primary el ections shall be considered one el ection.

(6)65)> The Departnent of State shall create a uniform
polling place procedures manual and adopt the manual by rule.
Each supervisor of elections shall ensure that the manual is
avai l able in hard copy or electronic formin every precinct in
the supervisor's jurisdiction on election day. The manual shal
gui de i nspectors, clerks, and deputy sheriffs in the proper
i npl enentation of election procedures and | aws. The manual shal
be i ndexed by subject, and witten in plain, clear, unanbi guous
| anguage. The manual shall provide specific exanples of conmon
probl ems encountered at the polls on election day, and detai
speci fic procedures for resolving those problens. The manual
shal | include, without |limtation:

(a) Regulations governing solicitation by individuals and
groups at the polling place;

(b) Procedures to be followed with respect to voters whose
names are not on the precinct register;

(c) Proper operation of the voting system
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(d) Ballot handling procedures;

(e) Procedures governing spoiled ballots;

(f) Procedures to be followed after the polls close;

(g) Rights of voters at the polls;

(h) Procedures for handling enmergency situations;

(i) Procedures for dealing with irate voters;

(j) The handling and processing of provisional ballots;
and

(k) Security procedures.

The Department of State shall revise the nanual as necessary to
address new procedures in | aw or problens encountered by voters
and poll workers at the precincts.
(7)66)> Supervisors of elections shall work with the
busi ness and | ocal community to devel op public-private prograns
to ensure the recruitnment of skilled inspectors and clerks.
(8)H The Departnent of State shall develop a mandatory,
statew de, and uniform programfor training poll workers on
i ssues of etiquette and sensitivity with respect to voters
having a disability. The program nust consist of approximtely 1
hour of the required nunber of hours set forth in paragraph
(5 (a) 4= The program nust be conducted locally by each
supervi sor of elections, who shall periodically certify to the
Depart nent of State whether each poll worker has conpl eted the
program The supervisor of elections shall contract with a
recogni zed disability-rel ated organi zati on, such as a center for
i ndependent living, famly network on disabilities, deaf service
bureau, or other such organization, to develop and assist wth
training the trainers in the disability sensitivity prograns.

The program nust include actual denonstrations of obstacles
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confronted by di sabl ed persons during the voting process,

i ncl udi ng obtaining access to the polling place, traveling
t hrough the polling area, and using the voting system

(9) County governnments are encouraged to assist the

supervi sor of el ections by reassigning county enpl oyees to serve

as poll workers on el ection day.

(10) Supervisors of elections shall work with high school s,

V E S

community coll eges, and universities to recruit high school and

col l ege students to serve as poll workers.

(11) The Departnent of State shall develop a statew de

programto encourage citizens of the state to serve as pol

wor kers.

Section 11. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 102.141,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

102. 141 County canvassi ng board; duties.--

(2) The county canvassing board shall neet in a building
accessible to the public in the county where the el ection
occurred at a time and place to be designated by the supervisor
of elections to publicly canvass the absentee el ectors' ballots
as provided for in s. 101.68 and provisional ballots as provided
by s. 101.048. Public notice of the tine and place at which the
county canvassi ng board shall neet to canvass the absentee
el ectors' ballots and provisional ballots shall be given at
| east 48 hours prior thereto by publication once in one or nore
newspapers of general circulation in the county or, if there is
no newspaper of general circulation in the county, by posting
such notice in at |east four conspicuous places in the county.
As soon as the absentee electors' ballots and the provisional
ball ots are canvassed, the board shall proceed to publicly

canvass the vote given each candi date, nom nee, constitutiona
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anmendnent, or other neasure submtted to the electorate of the

county, as shown by the returns then on file in the office of
t he supervi sor of elections and the office of the county court

judge fromthe precincts and fromthe early voting | ocations.

(3) The canvass, except the canvass of absentee el ectors
returns and the canvass of provisional ballots, shall be nmade
fromthe returns and certificates of the inspectors as signed
and filed by themw th the county court judge and supervi sor,
respectively, and the county canvassi ng board shall not change
t he nunber of votes cast for a candi date, nom nee,
constitutional amendnent, or other measure submitted to the
el ectorate of the county, respectively, in any polling place, as
shown by the returns. All returns shall be nmade to the board on
or before 2 a.m of the day followi ng any prinmary, general,
special, or other election. If the returns fromany precinct or

early voting location are mssing, if there are any om ssions on

the returns fromany precinct or early voting |ocation, or if

there is an obvious error on any such returns, the canvassing
board shall order a recount of the returns from such precinct or

early voting |l ocation. Before canvassing such returns, the

canvassi ng board shall exam ne the tabulation of the ballots

cast in such precinct or early voting |location and determ ne

whet her the returns correctly reflect the votes cast. If there
is a discrepancy between the returns and the tabul ati on of the
bal |l ots cast, the tabulation of the ballots cast shall be
presuned correct and such votes shall be canvassed accordingly.
Section 12. Paragraph (y) of subsection (1) of section
125.01, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
125.01 Powers and duties.--
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(1) The legislative and governing body of a county shal

have the power to carry on county governnent. To the extent not
i nconsi stent with general or special |law, this power includes,
but is not restricted to, the power to:

(y) Place questions or propositions on the ballot at any
primary el ection, general election, or otherw se called speci al
el ection, when agreed to by a majority vote of the total
menbership of the |l egislative and governing body, so as to
obtain an expression of elector sentiment with respect to
matters of substantial concern within the county. No speci al
el ection may be called for the purpose of conducting a straw
ball ot. Any election costs, as defined in s. 97. 0219
associ ated with any ballot question or election called
specifically at the request of a district or for the creation of
a district shall be paid by the district either in whole or in
part as the case nmay warrant.

Section 13. Section 20 of chapter 2002-281, Laws of
Florida, is repeal ed.

Section 14. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 99.061,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

99. 061 Method of qualifying for nom nation or election to
federal, state, county, or district office.--

(1) The provisions of any special act to the contrary
not wi t hst andi ng, each person seeking to qualify for nom nation
or election to a federal, state, or nulticounty district office,
ot her than election to a judicial office as defined in chapter
105 or the office of school board nenber, shall file his or her
qual ification papers with, and pay the qualifying fee, which
shall consist of the filing fee and el ecti on assessnent, and

party assessnent, if any has been levied, to, the Departnent of
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State, or qualify by the alternative nmethod with the Depart nent

of State, at any tinme after noon of the 1st day for qualifying,
whi ch shall be as follows: the 120th day prior to the first
primary, but not later than noon of the 116th day prior to the
date of the first primary, for persons seeking to qualify for
nom nation or election to federal office; and noon of the 64th
50th day prior to the first primary, but not l|ater than noon of
the 60th 46th day prior to the date of the first primary, for
persons seeking to qualify for nom nation or election to a state
or multicounty district office.

(2) The provisions of any special act to the contrary
notw t hst andi ng, each person seeking to qualify for nom nation
or election to a county office, or district or special district
of fice not covered by subsection (1), shall file his or her
qual ification papers with, and pay the qualifying fee, which
shall consist of the filing fee and el ecti on assessnent, and
party assessnent, if any has been levied, to, the supervisor of
el ections of the county, or shall qualify by the alternative
nmet hod with the supervisor of elections, at any tinme after noon
of the 1st day for qualifying, which shall be the 64th 56t+h day
prior to the first primary or special district election, but not
| ater than noon of the 60th 46th day prior to the date of the
first primary or special district election. However, if a
special district electionis held at the sane time as the second
primary or general election, qualifying shall be the 50th day
prior to the first primary, but not |ater than noon of the 46th
day prior to the date of the first primary. Wthin 30 days after
the closing of qualifying tinme, the supervisor of elections
shall remt to the secretary of the state executive conmttee of

the political party to which the candi date bel ongs the anmount of
Page 19 of 25

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




FL ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTAT I

O

568
569
570
571
572
573
574
575
576
577
578
579
580
581
582
583
584
585
586
587
588
589
590
591
592
593
594
595
596

597

HB 1859 2003
the filing fee, two-thirds of which shall be used to pronote the

candi dacy of candi dates for county offices and the candi dacy of
menbers of the Legislature.

Section 15. Subsection (1) of section 99.095, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

99.095 Alternative nethod of qualifying.--

(1) A person seeking to qualify for nom nation to any
office may qualify to have his or her nanme placed on the ball ot
for the first primary election by neans of the petitioning
process prescribed in this section. A person qualifying by this
alternative nmethod shall not be required to pay the qualifying
fee or party assessnent required by this chapter. A person using
this petitioning process shall file an oath with the officer
bef ore whom the candi date would qualify for the office stating
that he or she intends to qualify by this alternative nethod for
the office sought. If the person is running for an office which
w Il be grouped on the ballot with two or nore simlar offices
to be filled at the sanme el ection, the candi date nust indicate
in his or her oath for which group or district office he or she
is running. The oath shall be filed at any tine after the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber January of the year

i medi ately preceding the year in which the first primary is

hel d, but prior to the 21st day preceding the first day of the
qual i fying period for the office sought. The Departnent of State
shal |l prescribe the formto be used in admnistering and filing
such oath. No signatures shall be obtained by a candi date on any
nom nating petition until the candidate has filed the oath
required in this section. If the person is running for an office
which will be grouped on the ballot with two or nore simlar

offices to be filled at the same el ection and the petition does
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Section 16. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
99. 0955, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

99. 0955 Candidates with no party affiliation; nane on
general election ballot.--

(3)(a) A candidate with no party affiliation may, in lieu
of paying the qualifying fee, qualify for office by the
alternative nethod prescribed in this subsection. A candidate
using this petitioning process shall file an oath with the
of ficer before whomthe candidate would qualify for the office
stating that he or she intends to qualify by this alternative
nmethod. If the person is running for an office that requires a
group or district designation, the candi date nust indicate the
designation in his or her oath. The oath shall be filed at any
time after the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber
January of the year immedi ately preceding the year in which the

el ection is held, but before the 21st day preceding the first
day of the qualifying period for the office sought. The
Department of State shall prescribe the formto be used in

adm nistering and filing the oath. Signatures nay not be
obtained by a candidate on any petition until the candi date has
filed the oath required in this subsection. Upon receipt of the
witten oath froma candi date, the qualifying officer shal
provi de the candidate with petition forns in sufficient nunbers
to facilitate the gathering of signatures. |If the candidate is
running for an office that requires a group or district
designation, the petition nust indicate that designation or the

si gnatures obtained on the petition wll not be counted.
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Section 17. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section

99.096, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

99.096 M nor party candi dates; nanes on ballot.--

(3)(a) A mnor party candidate nmay, in lieu of paying the
qualifying fee and party assessnent, qualify for office by the
alternative nethod prescribed in this subsection. A candidate
using this petitioning process shall file an oath with the
of fi cer before whomthe candidate would qualify for the office
stating that he or she intends to qualify by this alternative
method. If the person is running for an office that requires a
group or district designation, the candidate nmust indicate the
designation in his or her oath. The oath nust be filed at any
time after the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber
Januyary of the year inmmediately preceding the year in which the
election is held, but before the 21st day preceding the first

day of the qualifying period for the office sought. The
Departnent of State shall prescribe the formto be used in
adm nistering and filing the oath. Signatures may not be
obtai ned by a candidate on any petition until the candi date has
filed the oath required in this section. Upon receipt of the
witten oath froma candi date, the qualifying officer shal
provide the candidate with petition forns in sufficient nunbers
to facilitate the gathering of signatures. If the candidate is
running for an office that requires a group or district
designation, the petition nust indicate that designation or the
signatures on such petition will not be count ed.

Section 18. Section 100.061, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:

100.061 First primary election.--In each year in which a

general election is held, a first primary election for
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nom nati on of candi dates of political parties shall be held on

t he Tuesday 15 9 weeks prior to the general election. Each
candidate receiving a majority of the votes cast in each contest
inthe first primary election shall be declared nom nated for
such office. A second primary el ection shall be held as provided
by s. 100.091 in every contest in which a candi date does not
receive a majority.

Section 19. Subsection (1) of section 100.091, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

100. 091 Second primary el ection.--

(1) 1In each year in which a general election is held, a
second primary election for nom nation of candi dates of
political parties where nom nations were not nade in the first
primary election shall be held on the Tuesday 8 5 weeks prior to
t he general election.

Section 20. Subsection (1) of section 105.031, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

105.031 Qualification; filing fee; candidate's oath; itens
required to be filed.--

(1) TIME OF QUALI FYI NG - - Except for candi dates for
judicial office, nonpartisan candidates for nulticounty office
shall qualify with the Division of Elections of the Departnent
of State and nonparti san candi dates for countyw de or |ess than
countywi de office shall qualify with the supervisor of
el ections. Candidates for judicial office other than the office
of county court judge shall qualify with the Division of
El ecti ons of the Departnent of State, and candi dates for the
of fice of county court judge shall qualify with the supervisor
of elections of the county. Candi dates for judicial office shal

qualify no earlier than noon of the 120th day, and no |l ater than
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noon of the 116th day, before the first primary el ection.

Candi dates for the office of school board nenber shall qualify
no earlier than noon of the 64th 56tk day, and no |ater than
noon of the 60th 46th day, before the first primary el ection.
Filing shall be on forns provided for that purpose by the

Di vision of Elections and furni shed by the appropriate
qualifying officer. Any person seeking to qualify by the
alternative nethod, as set forth in s. 105.035, if the person
has subnmitted the necessary petitions by the required deadline
and is notified after the fifth day prior to the |last day for
qgualifying that the required nunber of signatures has been
obt ai ned, shall be entitled to subscribe to the candidate's oath
and file the qualifying papers at any tine within 5 days from
the date he or she is notified that the necessary nunber of

si gnatures has been obtai ned. Any person other than a wite-in
candi date who qualifies within the time prescribed in this
subsection shall be entitled to have his or her nanme printed on
t he ball ot.

Section 21. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (1) of
section 106.07, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

106. 07 Reports; certification and filing.--

(1) Each canpaign treasurer designated by a candi date or
political commttee pursuant to s. 106.021 shall file regular
reports of all contributions received, and all expenditures
made, by or on behalf of such candidate or political conmttee.
Reports shall be filed on the 10th day follow ng the end of each
cal endar quarter fromthe tinme the canpaign treasurer is
appoi nted, except that, if the 10th day follow ng the end of a
cal endar quarter occurs on a Saturday, Sunday, or |egal holiday,

the report shall be filed on the next follow ng day which is not
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a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday. Quarterly reports shal

include all contributions received and expendi tures made duri ng
t he cal endar quarter which have not otherw se been reported
pursuant to this section.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), follow ng the
| ast day of qualifying for office, the reports shall be filed on
the 46th, 32nd, 18th, and 4th days imedi ately preceding the
first primary and on the 32nd, 18th, and 4th days immedi ately
precedi ng the second primary and general election, for a
candi date who is opposed in seeking nom nation or election to
any office, for a political commttee, or for a coomttee of
conti nuous exi stence.

(b) Followng the | ast day of qualifying for office, any
st at ewi de candi date who has requested to receive contributions
fromthe El ection Canpai gn Financing Trust Fund or any statew de
candidate in a race with a candi date who has requested to
receive contributions fromthe trust fund shall file reports on
the 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th, and 32nd, 39th, and 46th days prior
to the first primary and general elections, and on the 4th,
11t h, 18th, and 25th, 32nd, and 39th days prior to the second
primary.

Section 22. This act shall take effect January 1, 2004.
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