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HM 1863 2003
House Menori a

A nenorial to the President and Congress of the United
States, urging the President and Congress, in negotiating
any new international trade agreement, to retain the
existing tariff on orange juice inported to North Anmerica
in order to pronote fair trade in North America and ensure
that North American orange juice producers wll not be
subj ected to any additional adverse econom c i npact
resulting frominportation of orange juice produced
outside North Ameri ca.

VWHEREAS, for nore than 100 years the citrus industry has
been a vital part of Florida s econony, providing substanti al
econonic, tax, and environmental benefits to the state, annually
generating nore than $9 billion in sales, enploying nearly
90, 000 Fl oridians, and maintaining inval uabl e green space
t hroughout the state, and

WHEREAS, orange juice is one of the world' s nost inportant
agricultural conmodities, with Florida and Brazil producing the
majority of all orange juice consuned in the world nmarket, and
Fl ori da producing 90 percent of the orange juice consunmed in
North Anmerica, and

WHEREAS, the existing orange juice tariff is critical for
the survival of Florida s citrus industry in that the tariff
effectively levels the playing field for North Anerican orange
j uice producers and those who inport orange juice produced
outside North Anerica, fairly conpensating for the conpetitive
advant ages enjoyed by Brazil and other foreign producers that
are subject to fewer regulatory controls, less restrictive

environnental |aws, and | ower | abor costs, and
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WHEREAS, any reduction in the orange juice tariff that my

result fromnegotiated international trade agreenents woul d not
pronote the expressed goals of free trade and woul d reduce
conpetition, dimnish consunmer benefits, and inpair overal

i ndustry growth, NOW THEREFOCRE,

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the Florida House of Representatives urges the
President and Congress of the United States, in negotiating any
new i nternational trade agreenent, to retain the existing tariff
on orange juice inported to North Anerica.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nmenorial be
di spatched to the President of the United States, the President
of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the United States
House of Representatives, and each nenber of the Florida

del egation to the United States Congress.
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